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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world, between the 
oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, 
a struggle between the Capitalist and the La- 
borer, which grows in intensity from year to 
year, and will work disastrous results to the 
toiling millions if they are not combined for 
mutual protection and benefit; 

It therefore behooves the Representatives of 
the Trades and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and seminate such principles among the 
mechanics and laborers of our country as will 
permanently unite them to seccure the recog- 
nition of the rights to which they are justly 
entitled. 

We therefore declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization in 
America, organized under the trade union 
system. 








CONSTITUTION. 


ArTicLe I.—NAME. 


This association shall be known as “THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF L,Apor,’’ and _ shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 





ArvticLe Il.—Osyjrcrs. 


Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
Local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the organ- 
ization of Central Trade and Labor Unions 
in every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies, into State Territorial or Provin- 
cial organizations, to secure legislation in the 
interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Sec. 3. An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions, to 
aid and assist each other, and, furthermore, to 
secure National Legislation in the interest of 
the working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor of 
Organized Labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ArticLe III.—Convenrion. 
Section 1. The Covention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 10 a. m., on the 


—10 


second Monday in December, at such place 
as the delegates have selected at the preceding 
Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the convention, 
the President shall take the chair and call 
the Convention to order, and preside during 
its sessions. ; 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed 
by the President: 1st, Credentials; 2d, Rules 
and Order of Business; 3d, Report of President 
and Executive Council; 4th, Report of Secre- 
tary; 5th, Resolutions; 6th, Laws; 7th, Or- 
ganization; 8th, Labels and Boycotts; 9th 
Grievances; roth, Local or Federated Bodies. 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the 
Chief Executive Officers of three National or 
International Unions, at least ten days previous 
to the holding of the Annual Convention, to 
appoint one delegate each from their respective 
delegations elect; who shall compose an aud- 
iting committee, ‘and this committee shall meet 
at the place for holding the convention three 
days prior to the Convention, and they shall 
audit the accounts of the Federation for the 
preceding twelve months. The expenses of 
said committee shall be paid out of the funds 
of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. All resolutions of a general charac 
ter, or propositions for changes in this Con- 
stitution may be sent by delegates-elect or the 
officers of affiliated organizations to the Sec- 
retary of the A. F. of LL. at least two weeks 
previous to the assembling of Convention; the 
Secretary shall have the same compiled and 
printed as a program of business and mailed 
to each delegate-elect. 

Sec. 6. The report of the Grievance Commit- 
tee shall be considered in executive session. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a bona 
fide trade union shall be permitted to address 
the convention or read papers therein, except 
by a two-thirds vote of the convention. 











ARTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 





Section 1. The hasis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions, for less than four thou- 
sand members, one delegate; four thousand or 
more, two delegates; eight thousand or more, 
three delegates; sixteen thousand or more, four 
delegates; thirty-two thousand or more, five 
delegates, and so on; and from each Local 
or District Trade Organization or federated 
body, not connected with, or having a Na- 
tional or International head, affiliated with this 
Federation, one delegate. The delegates shall 
he elected at least two weeks previous to the 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., and 
the names of such delegates shall be forwarded 
to the Secretary of this body immediately after 
their election. 
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Sec. 2. Questions may be decided by division 
or a show of hands, but if a call of the roll is 
demanded by one-tenth of the delegates pres- 
ent, each delegate shall cast ome vote for every 
one hundred members, or major fraction 
thereof, he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one 
vote. The Secretary shall prepare for use of 
the convention, printed poll lists, containing 
the number of votes the delegates from Na- 
tional and International Unions are entitled 
to, based upon the average membership during 
the year, from reports made to the office of 
the Federation not later than October gist 
preceding each annual Convention. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International Organization con- 
nected with the Federation, shall be allowed 
a representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion or Central Body or National or Inter- 
national Union connected with the A. F. of 


L., under penalty of the suspension of the 
body violating this section. 
Sec. 4. No organization shall be entitled 


to representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Convention, 
from the President of the Federation, and no 
person shall be recognized as a delegate who 
is not a member in good standing of the 
organization he is elected to represent. 


ArtIcLE V.—OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, four Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention, who shall con- 
stitute an Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 


Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the 


American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeeding the Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary shall 
engage suitable offices for the transaction of 
the business of the organization at Indianapo- 


lis, Ind. 
Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection 


of the President and Executive Council. 


ArticLe VI.—DurTi£s oF PRESIDENT. 
Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Pres- 
ident to preside at all General Conventions; to 
exercise supervision of the Federation through- 
out its jurisdiction; to sign all official docu- 
ments; to travel, with the consent of the 
Executive Council, whenever required, in the 
interest of the Federation; to submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an item- 
ized account of all moneys, traveling and inci- 
dental, expended by him in the interest of 
the Federation; and at the end of his term 
of office he shall report his acts and doings to 
the annual convention of the Federation. The 
President, if not a delegate, shall have the 
casting vote in case of a tie, but shall not vote 
at other times. He shall be required to devote 
all his time to the interests of the Federa- 
tion. He shall call meetings of the Executive 
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Council, when necessary, and_ shall preside 
over all their deliberations, and he shall re- 
ceive for his services such sum as the annual 
Convention may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 2. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President by death, resignation or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In the event of such a vacancy in said office, 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary to issue 
within six days from the date of such vacancy 
a call for a meeting of the Executive Council 
at the headquarters of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the purpose of electing a 
President to fill said vacancy. 








ae 
ArticLe VII. 
Section 1. The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers and 
effects of the general office; to conduct the cor- 
respondence pertaining to his office; to fur- 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery; to convene and act as Secretary 
at the annual Convention, and furnish to the 
Committee on Credentials at each Convention a 
statement of the financial standing of each afh- 
liated body with the Federation; to forward, 
on March 1 and September 1 of each year, to 
the secretaries of all affiliated organizations, a 
list of names and addresses of secretaries and 
organizers in his possession; to keep all letters, 
documents, accounts, etc., in such a manner 
as the annual Convention may direct; to re- 
ceive and collect all moneys due to the Feder- 
ation, and to pay them to the Treasurer taking 
his receipt therefor; provided that he may re- 
tain in his hands a sum not exceeding $250, 
for current expenses, which money shall only 
be paid out on the approval of the President; 
to submit to the Auditing Committee, for 
their inspection, vouchers for all moneys ex- 
pended; to close all accounts of the Federation 
on October 31st of each year, and all moneys 
received or disbursed after said date shall not 
be reported in the general balance accgant of 
the ensuing Convention; to publish a financial re- 
port monthly in the American Federationist, and 
send one copy to each affiliated body, and such 
additional number of copies as may be ordered 


-DuTIES OF SECRETARY, 


and paid for by any organization connected 
with the Federation. His office shall be lo- 
cated in the same office with that of the 


He shall give a bond of $1,000 for 
the faithful performance of his duties, and 
for his services he shall receive such sum 
as the annual Convention may determine, pay- 
able weekly. 


President. 


ArticLe VIIT.—Dutres oF TREASURER. 

Treasurer shall receive and 
take charge of all moneys, property and security 
of the Federation delivered to him by the 
Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys belong- 
ing to the Federation in bank, in his name as 
Treasurer of the American Federation of 
Labor; and before any moneys thus deposited 
can be drawn, each check shall be signed by 
him as Treasurer. He shall pay, through the 
Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and_ counter- 
signed by the Secretary, as required by this 
Constitution, and none others. He shall sub- 
mit to the annual Convention a _ complete 
statement of all receipts and disbursements 
during his term of office, and at the expira- 
tion of his term of office he shall deliver up 


Section 1. The 
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to his successor all moneys, securities, books 
and papers of the Federation under his control 
and for the faithful performance of his duties 
he shall give a bond in such sum as the Exec- 
utive Council may determine. The annual sal- 
ary of the Treasurer shall be $100. 


ArTicLeE IX.—Executive CounciL. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Exec- 
utive Council to watch legislative measures 
directly affecting the interests of working 
people, and to initiate, whenever necessary, 
such legislative action as the Convention may 
direct. 

Sec. 2. The 





Executive Council shall use 


every possible means to organize new Na- 
tional or International Trade and Labor Un- 
ions, and to organize [Local Trade and Labor 


Unions and connect them with the Federation 
until such time as there are a sufficient num- 
ber to form a National or International Union, 
when it shall be the duty of the President of 
the Federation to see that such organization 
is formed. When a National or International 
Union has been formed the President shall 
notify all Local Unions of that trade to affiliate 
with such National or International Union, 
and unless said notification be complied with 
within three months their charter shall be re- 
voked. 

Sec. 3. The Executive 
prepare and present to the Convention in 
printed form concise statement of the details 
leading up to approved and pending boycotts, 
and no endorsement for a boycott shall be con- 
sidered by the Convention except it has been 
so reported, by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 4. While we recognize the right of each 
trade to manage its own affairs, it shall be 
the duty of the Executive Council to secure 
the unification of all labor organizations, so 
far as to assist each other in any trade dis- 
pute. 


Council shall also 





ArTicLE X.—StrikEs anv Locxkouts. 
Section 1. In case any National or Inter- 
national or local body affiliated with this Feder- 
ation shall order a strike, or are locked out, 
and by reason of financial distress it shall be 
necessary for it to call upon the Federation 
for aid, the Reecutive Council, if they deem 





that such organization is entitled to receive 
such assistance, shall make an assessment, not 
exceeding 2 cents per member per week, upon 


every other National, International and Tocal 
body so affiliated with the Federation. Such as- 
sessment shall remain in force for a period not 
exceeding five continuous weeks, unless other- 
wise ordered by a general vote of all National 
and International Unions affiliated. 

. Any National or International or- 
ganizati or other body connected with this 
Federation, ne to comply with the require- 
ments of Sec. 1 this article, within a period 
of 30 days shall he suspended, and shall not be 
reinstated until all arrearages are paid in full 

Sec. 3. Accompanying a call for an assess- 
ment shall be a circular tec the President 
of the Federation, giving a detailed account of 
the strike or lockout. 

Sec. 4. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to bene- 
fit from the strike fund of the Federation until 
they have been six months affiliated, have paid 
six months per capita tax to the Federation, 
and are in good standing. 
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ARTICLE XI—REVENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From International 
or National Trade Unions, a per capita tax of 
one-fourth of one per cent. per member per 
month; from Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Unions, one cent per member per month; and 
from Central Labor Unions of City and State 
Federated Bodies, $6.25 every three months. 
All monies shall be payable to the Secretary of 
the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to 
a seat. in this Federation unless the tax of 








their organization, as provided for in Section 
1 of this Article, has been paid in full. 
Sec. 3 Any organization, affiliated with 


this Federation, not paying its per capita tax 
on or before the 15th of each month, shall be 
notified of the fact by the Secretary of the 
Federation, and if at the end of three months 
it is still in arrears, it shall become sus- 
pended from membership in the Federation, 
and can only be reinstated by vote of the Con- 
vention, when such arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. Any organization that has withdrawn 
or been suspended or expelled, and not_rein- 
stated as provided for in Section 3 of this 
article, shall return its charter and seal to 
the office of the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out of 
Trade Union speakers, from place to place, in 
the interests of the Federation. ; 

Sec. 6. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or 
speakers engaged by them, shall be $3.50 per 
day and traveling and hotel expenses. 

Sec. 7. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict -with this Constitution or the Consti- 
tution of affiliated Unions, and shall report ac- 
cordingly to the Federation. 








Articte XII.—Locat Centrat Boptes. 
Section 1. No Central Labor Union or any 
other Central body of delegates shall admit to 
their councils delegates from any local organi- 
zation that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, National or International, hostile to any 
affliated organization, or that has been_ sus- 
pended or expelled by a National or Inter- 
national organization of their trade herein affili- 
ated, under penalty of being denied representa- 
tion in the General Convention of this Federa- 


tion. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all National 
and .International Unions affiliated with the 
A. F. of L. to instruct their Local Unions to 


join chartered Central Labor Unions in their 
vicinity where such_ exist. Similar instruc- 
tions shall be given by the A. F. of L. to all 
Federal Labor Unions under its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city. belonging to the National 
or International Unions, affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades Assem- 
bly or Central Labor Union, or join such 
body, if already in existence. ; 

Sec. 4. The executive Council and Local 
Central Labor Unions shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as Local Un- 
ions to National or International Unions the 
organizations in their vicinity; to aid the 
formation of National or International Unions 
where none exist, and to organize as Federal 
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Labor Unions where the number of craftsmen 
preclude other forms of organization. 


ArticLeE XIII.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, by 
and with the consent of the Executive Council, 
to all National and International Unions and 
Local Bodies affiliated with this Federation. 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade or 
calling is not organized, and are not mem- 
bers of any body affiliated with this Federation. 
who will subscribe to this Constitution, shall 
have the power to form a Local body to be 
known as a “Federal Labor Union,” and they 
shall hold regular meetings for the purpose of 


strengthening and advancing the Trade Union 
movement and shall have the power to 
make their own rules in conformity with 


this Constitition; and shall be granted 
a local certificate by the President of 
this Federation; provided the request for a 
certificate be endorsed by the nearest Local or 


National Trades Union officials connected with 
this Federation. 
Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated bod- 


ies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary of 
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the Federation, and which shall accompany the 


application. 

Sec. 4. The A. F. of LI. shall refer all 
applications for certificates of affiliation from 
Local Unions or Federal Labor Unions from a 
vicinity where a chartered Central Labor Un- 
ion exists to that body for investigation and 
approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not be 
granted by State Federations of Labor. That 
power is vested solely in the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L., and the Executive Offi- 
cers of National and International Unions affili- 
ated therewith. 

Sec. 6. Party politics, 
democratic, republican, 
prohibition or any other 
in the conventions of the 
of Labor. 

Sec. 7. Not more than three Federal labor 
unions shall be chartered in any one city. No 
Federal Jabor union shall be recognized as 
affiliated if its membership consists of a ma- 
jority of active members of trade unions. 


whether they be 
socialistic, populistic, 
shall have no place 
American Federation 


XIV. 
This Constitution can be amended or altered 


only at a regular session of the Convention, 
and to do so it shall require a two-thirds vote. 


ARTICLE —AMENDMENTS 





NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 7 


DELEGATES TO THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 








NAME OF ORGANIZATION. 


No oF 
VOTES FOR 
EACH 
DELEGATE. 





American Agents Association. é 

Barbers Internat. Union. Journe ymen 

Bakers and Confectioners International 
Union, Journeymen  ..... cece cece eee 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ National Union. 
Brewery WorkMen........ceceeceeeeeecseee 


Brass, Composition and Metal Workers.. 
Carpenters and Joiners Brotherhood..... 


Carpenters and Joiners (Amalgamated) 
Cigarmakers, International...............- 


Electrical Workers Nat'l Brotherhood... 
Furriers International Union............. 
Garment Workers United...... ...... ..- 


Granite Cutters National Union.,.......... 
Hotel and Res’t. Employees Nat. Alliance 
Horseshoers (Journey MeD)...... 0... eeeees 
Iron Molders Union of America........... 


Iron and Steel Workers.. ee 
Longshoremen, National ‘Association | " 

Machinist International Union ........... 
Machinists, International Association of. 


Mine Workers, United................. 


Polishers International, Metal 
Painters and ecoerators. ae wean 
Pattern Makers, National League. Scmacaune 
Potters National Union of America....... 
Printing Pressmens Union, [nternational 
Railway (Street) Employees A. A.......... 
Seamen's National Union .. éeudweke 


Spinners Association, Cotton Mule....... 
Tobacco Workers National Union......... 
WARGPS, FOUFUVESFIDEM. ..0o cccccccsisevccccsieses 


Theatri’l Stage Emplovee’s Nat. Alliance 
Typographical International Union...... 


Weavers, Amalgamated Association of 
NE OUR RA: eda ins neice dcudueeraentenes 


om 








NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 


C. H. Sidener. Findlay, Ohio. 
W. E. Klapetzky, box 585, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Henry Weismann, 5 Boreum St., Brook- 


yn, N. Y. 

{ John F. Tobin, 620 Atlantic ave, Boston, 
} _ Mass, 

go oo M. Eaton, Atlantic ave, Boston, 
{ E. Kurzenknabe, 405 Market St., St. 
» . Louis. Mo. 

1C. BE. Bechtold, 404 Market St., St. Louis, 
| Mo 

Ed. J. Lynch. Meriden, Conn. 

( P. J. McGuire, box 884, Philadelphia, Pa. 
| Wm. F. Plumb, New York City. 

sR FP. —=— 22 W. Court St., Cincin- 
\ mat 

| J. J. Linehan, Rand-McNally building, 
\ Chicago. 

Jas. Pearce, 348 W. 20th St.,NewYork City. 
(J. Mahlon Barnes. 8th aid Catlowhill 

Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wm. Neuroth, 1405 Larimer St. Den- 
4 ver, Col. 
| Samuel Gompers, 398 E. 125 St., N. Y. 

J. C. Dernell. 39 Commerce building, 
| Chicago, Ill 
J. T. Kelly, 904 Olive St.. St. ; aa Mo. 
Louis Weiss, 385 Bowery. N. 

C. F. Reichers, Lafayette ph NewYork. 
1s. H. Jacobson, 28 Lafayette Pl., N. 

M.M.Jacobs,115v Monon bld’g, Chicago. m 
Jas. Duncan, drawer 118, Baltimore, Ma. 
D. H.Albers, 19 Bremen St , Brooklyn,N. Y. 
R. Kenehan, 1548 Wazee St., Denver, Col. 
(Joseph F. Valentine, 18% Oak St., San 
; _ Francisco, Cal. 
| Joseph Widdow field, oeiys. N. Y. 
At J. Keough, Troy, N. Y. 

. M. Garland, 108 4th ave. Pittsburg, Pa. 
Daniel Keefe. 3029 Lowe ave, Chicago, I1l. 
R. Pohle, New York City. 

Jas. O'Connell, Monon bl’k, Chicago, Il. 
1 James J. Creamer. 

Robert Ashe, Somerville, Mass. 

P. H. Penna, Linton, Ind. 
P. McBryde, 53 Clinton b’g,Columbus,O. 

W. C. Pearce, Corning, O. 
Ed. P. Usher, Toledo, O. 
Jas. H. Sullivan, Station B, Baltimore,Md. 
E. H. Diehl, 26 Third Pl, Brooklyn, N Y. 
T.B,Dennis, 54 Lincoln ave, Trenton, N. J. 
Jas.Gelson,i37 Putnam av.,Brooklyn,N.Y. 
W. D. Mahon. Kanter bl g. Detroit. Mich. 
(T. J. Elderkin, 199 Randolph St., Chi- 


} A. Furuseth, S. W. cor. East and Mission 
| Sts.. San Francisco, Cal. 
Robert Howa rd, box 208, Fall River, Mass. 
Jno. White, 1026 Rutger St , St. Lonis, Mo. 
j J. B. Lennon. 28 Lafayette Pl. N.Y.City. 
| E. H. Blick, 28 Lafayette Pl., N. Y. City. 
RB. J. Ryan, New York City. 
( W.B.Prescott,7 DeSoto bik, Indpl's,Ind. 
|} Wm. Higgins, 1035 €th St., Louisville,Ky. 
‘ A. McCraith, DeSoto blk, Indpl’s, Ind. 
| J. W. Bramwood, box 681, Denver, Col. 


Thos. Pollard, box 177, N. Abington, Mass. 
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8 NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 








NAME OF ORGANIZATION. 





State Branch (New York) 
State Branch (Massachusetts)............. 
State Branch (Connecticut)..... mane 
Industrial Council, Kansas City, Mo...... 
Central Labor Union, Koston, Mass.... 

Central Labor Union, Toledo, Gnio;....... 


Central Labor Union, Omaha, Neb....... 
Central Labor Union, Louisville, Ky..... 
Central Labor Union, Indianapolis....... 
Central Labor Council. Cincinnati 
Council of Trades and Labor Un., Detroit 
Central Labcr Union, Scranton, Pa. 
Federated T. Council, Milwaukee, Wis... 
Federated Trades Assem’y, Wuluth, Minn. 
Trades Labor Assembly, Venver, Col.... 

Trades Labor Assembly, Chicago, Ill..... 


Trades Labor Uni )n, St. Louis, Mo........ 


Trades Council, Birmingham, Ala........ 
Actors’ Protective Union 
Bleachers and Dvers Union, No. 6489...... 
Blast Furnace Workers’ No. 6522.......... 
Butchers Union, No. 6423 (Pork)........... 


Coremakers Union, No. 5672.......... 0.005 
Diamond Workers Union No. 6476......... 
Diamond Verstellers Union, No. 6566...... 
Engineers’ (No. 568), United ~_ andard . 
Federal Labor Union, No. 5915. ce 
Federal Labor Union. No. ¢560.. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 6257, Phoenix. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 654).. , 
Fishermens Protective Union, No. 6321, 
Columbia River...... 
Glass Packers and Sorters ‘Union, No. “3669 


Horse Nail Workers Union, No. 6170...... 
Kilnmen, Dippers and Pn NNES, 
Se eer - 
Laboring Men's Protective U nion.No. 
Manhattan Musical Union, No. 6352....... 
Marine Water Tenders, Oilers and Fire- 
mens... 
Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers N 
Musical Union, No. 6347, Brooklyn.... 





Musical Society, No. 5454, Chicago......... 
Musicians Mutual Benefit Ass. No. 5579.... 
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3 < 2 NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 
Sea 
Oo 
> A 
1 John J. Junio. Syracuse, N. 
1 T.F.Tracey,706.East 5th St., : Mass. 
1 G. A, Parsons. Hartiord, Conn 
1 La Fk. Duffy, 1302 Grand ave. 
1 ‘rank McCarthy, 45 Eliot St. 
1 a Braunachweiger, 540 Knower St., To- 
e 
1 F. A. Kennedy, 203 S. 13th St.,Omaha, Neb. 
1 ~~. McGill, 937 Stevenson ave., Louisville, 
y. 
1 E. A. Perkins, News office, 
1 Frank L. Rist, 321 Neave St. 
1 H.C Barter, 24 St. Aubin ave. 
1 Chas. Benedict, box 226. 
1 L.S. Wieman, 299 5th St. 
1 A. McCallum, 110 West Superior St. 
1 Frank Lee, 1594 Wazee St.. Denver, Col. 
1 by C. Pomeroy, 148 Monroe St., Chicago, 
1 — Kreyling, 319 Clark ave., St. Louis, 
0. 
1 Wm, Mailly, 216 Ist ave. 
2 J.W. Lawrence, 143 4th ave., New York. 
1 Jas. Lanigan,215 River St.,Waltham Mass. 
3 Jno. Anderson, 100 Ray St., Newcastle, Pa. 
1 W. Simpson, 729 S. 9th St., Kansas City, 
Kan. 
1 mmm 110 Trumball St., Elizabeth, 
2 J. Gompers, 1685 Avenue A, New York. 
1 Louis Marks, 217 East 107th St., N. Y. 
2 F. A Boehme, New York City. 
1 J.F.O’Sullivan,72 Carver St.,Boston,Mass. 
1 R. R. Nicol. ety ei Mich. 
1 J. Hollister, Hight Hour Herald,Chicago, Il. 
2 Cc. P. McCambridge, care of Armour Pack- 
ing Co., Kansas City, Kan. 
4 N. J. Svindseth, Astoria, Ore. 
1 W J. Dummett, 221 Sasafras St., Mille- 
ville, N. J. 
1 E. L, Fenning, box 209, Hartford, Conn. 
2 Jas. W. Clark, Bruenig av., Trenton, N. J. 
1 P. Costello, box 267, New port, R. I. 
6 Robt. A. Mullen. 70 E. 4th St., N. Y. City. 
5 Ed. McGean, i12C pee St.,N. Y. City. 
1 T. J. Murphy, N. Y. 
1 M. J. Mulcare, 993 Paclic St, Brooklyn, 
9 E. A. Drach, 83 E. Madison St. 
1 Owen Muller, 604 Market St., St. Louis, Mo. 


The above list shows that 96 delegates were present, representing 75 organizations, 34 
National and International, 3 State Branches, 15 Central Labor Bodies and 23 Local Unions. 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1895 


Report of Proceedings. 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


° 
Monday, Dec. 9, 1895. 

The Fifteenth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Wabor was called to 


order in Madison Square Garden at 10 o'clock, 


December 9, 1895, by 
who, after 
J. W. Sullivan, who welcomed the Convention 
to this city in the following words: 


We welcome to New 
the fifteenth annual convention of the 
can Federation of Labor. 

And who are “we?” 

“We” are the trade unionists of New York 
and vicinity, 100,000 strong. 

We run the largest local business enterprise 
on this American continent. This enterprise 
is to “bull” our labor market. We succeed. 
We keep up wages right along, 25 per cent 
above the level they would be were employers 
to have their way. In some cases we put them 
up 50 per cent. 

We thus retain for our own use half a mil- 
lion dollars a week which without our unions 
would go to enrich capitalists and monopolists. 
Twenty-six million dollars a year! That’s our 
joint dividend; no less. 

We retain this wealth 
produce it. 

’e retain it because we have the power to 


President John McBride, 


introductory remarks, introduced 


York the delegates to 
Ameri- 





justly because we 


do it. We are “well organized, well disci- 
plined, and well led. 
We boast therefore in our chosen leaders 


the greatest captains of industry in this metro- 
politan center. Their equals in this community 
cannot be named. 

We have single local unions numbering 5,000 
men. ‘They are brigades of crusaders, battling 
for better homes, a better education for the 
young and a fuller life for the mature. 

We are the greatest local institution which 
helps labor. Our own employment bureaus, 
‘our own out-of-work funds, our own benefit 
societies are unique in principle and unrivaled 
in effectiveness. They discountenance alms- 
giving and do the work of brotherhood. 


We are the strongest conservative society in 
this populous community. We proceed by legal 
and peaceful methods. We conserve among the 
masses the principles of fair play, good pay 
and a free man’s workday. We believe, with 
the Bible, that men should earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow. We are true to 
every American tradition of the dignity of 
labor. 

We are numerically the leading radical soci- 
ety on this hemisphere. We, every one, aim 
at justice down to the very roots of social or- 
ganization, and we are sure political and eco- 
nomic justice must come in good time. We 
have. begun by recognizing at the polls our 
political enemies. 3y and by, perhaps, we 
shall learn to legislate for ourselves. 

We are fighters. That’s what we’re here for. 
We strike. We boycott. We reward friends 
and punish enemies. But we fight, not as a 
mob, but as a well-drilled army. We perpetrate 
no violence; we create no panic in society. 
We relegate hot-heads to the rear; we harken 
to our wise men; we obey our generals, whom 
we make and unmake. 

e are a democracy. No bosses rule us. 
We tell our business agents what we’ll do, and 
they tell us the time to go into action. 

We recognize that the present is the happi- 
est generation of wage-workers that ever fought 
for the emancipation of labor. No matter what 
our privation, we are overjoyed to take part in 
the struggle for labor—to work, to plan, to 
deny, to sacrifice ourselves—for we already 
see the dawn of the millennium prophesied by 





Christ, an era when labor will reap and enjoy 
its own. 

We know that even now our labors would 
make every worker in this magnificent civic 
corporation rich were the product divideé 
fairly. 

We are the people! Why? Because all 


non-union men are social ciphers. On the labor 
market they possess no freedom of contract; in 
politics they have no organization to protest 
against social wrongs. No force of non-union 
artisans ever faced their employer with a de- 
mand backed by the power to persuade; no 
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non- unionists ever helped to raise their shop- 
mates’ pay; no non-unionists ever assisted in 
fixing a wage scale; no non-unionists ever 
maintained a workingman’s newspaper; no 
non-unionists ever checked a rapacious em- 
ployer; no non-unionists ever put a_ fellow- 
workman into a political office; no non-union- 
ists ever sent up a committee to tackle a legis- 
lature. But for the trade unions there would 
be no Arbitration Boards, Labor Bureaus, or 
Factory Inspectors; no widespread discussion 
of radical political reforms; no instruction of 
the multitude in their rights; no ‘‘social ques- 
tion;” no legislators fearing militant labor, 
and no laws on the statute books recognizing 
labor’s interests as interpreted by labor. We 
protectors to the helpless non-unionist. 

We gain victories. Witn the improved 
condition of 20,000 of our sweat shop workers 
in the last year, improved only by striking. 
Witness a score of other instances, only less 
notable, in the same period. 

We are not calamity howlers. 
ganize, meet, legislate, fight the enemy, suc-s 
ceed, fail, rise and try it again, always in 
hopeful good humor. We quarrel and forgive; 
backcap and don’t mean it; hold hot elections, 
and then cool off, laughing. 





We work, or- 


We don’t humbly petition for our rights. 
We take them—when we can. ’ 

We tolerate talkers, jolly cranks and despise 
fakirs. 

We are not discontented. Not by compar- 
isons. 

We are the artists who made possible the 
greatest show on earth—New York City and 


environs, 


We are the mainspring of this metropolis. 
When we quit going its works run down. 

We extend the glad hand to every form of 
labor organization. We sympathize with all 
who think they are social reformers; though 
some of them amuse us. 

We pity the poor. We have them with us 
always. Ah! If all the poor were trades 
unionists there would be fewer millionaires, 
fewer paupers, more of the fairly prosperous. 

We believe in liberty. Is he at liberty who 
has no work, no means, no opportunity, no 


footing on earth, no place but the highway, no 


right but to beg for work? No; _ he’s let 
loose, but is not at liberty. The trades union 
affords him some liberty to make a free con- 


tract. It constructs for him an artificial isl and, 
where he may live until he gets his rights in 
the mainland. 
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We are the best friends that employers ever 
had. We furnish them with the best skill to 
be had anywhere. We protect them from be- 
coming slave-drivers, which would be a sin. 
We prevent them from becoming too rich; 
riches are corrupting. 

Brothers of the Convention: 

And who are you? 

_All that we are, your combined constituen- 
cies are, but on a far grander scale. Wherever 
a trade union is formed it does the kind of 
work we are doing in New York. We welcome 


you among us. We are honored by your pres- 
ence. ‘To our English brethren, a hearty wel- 
come. Their presence proves that the bonds 


of trades unionism are strengthening through- 
out the werld. Thrice welcome, all! 


Mc Bride 
unionists of New 


President 
trade 
reception, 


the 
York for their cordial 
and for the whole-souled manner in 


replied, thanking 


which they were endeavoring to entertain the 
delegates, 


the 


and hoped that the proceedings of 
Convention 
for the trade 
City as well as for 


would be productive of good 
of New York 


the entire labor movement. 


results unionists 


It was then announced that John Swinton, 
Frank Sargeant of the 
of Locomotive 


President srotherhood 
Firemen, Buchanan and 
Willard had addr 


Convention, and would do so in the course 


Joseph 


Frances been invited to 
the 


of its proceedings. 


ss 





The Credential Committee was appointed as 
follows: T. J. Elderkin, Thos. Tracey, John 
White, D. P. Rowland, W. Mailly. 

Kk. J. Cowley Mawdsley, 
gates of the Trade 
introduced to the 
brief 
cordial 


and James dele- 
Union 
delegates and the for- 
returning thanks 
fraternal greeting 
unionists and expressing 


the of the Conven- 


British Congress, 
were 
made a 


mer address, 


for their reception, 
of the 
hopes 
tion. 


English trade 
of success for work 
take a recess until 
Committee 


It was then moved that we 
2 o'clock, to the Credential 
to prepare a report. Carried. 


enable 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The 


order at 2: 





Convention called to 
on Credentials reported as follows: 


New York, Dec. 9, 1895. 
Delegates to the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L.: 
We, your committee appointed to examine 
and report on the credentials of the delegates 
to the Fifteenth Annual Convention of the 
A. F. of L., beg leave to report that we have 
carefuly examined the credentials from the 
unions and find 83 delegates, and respectfully 
request the seating of the delegates named. In 
presenting this report, your Committee on Cre- 


Committee 


To the Officers and 


take ci. in adding the names of 
and J. Mawdsley as delegates to this 
Convention, representing the Trades Union 
Congress of Great Britain, and it affords us 
unbounded pleasure to recommend to this Con- 
vention the seating of these delegates from 
over the ocean, and the granting to them the 
full privilege of this Convention. 

Committee organized by choice of T. J. EI- 
derkin, Chairman, and T. F. Tracey as clerk. 

Delegate Weismann, of Bakers’ Union, pro- 
tested the credential of T. Tracey, of Mass. 
State Branch. 


dentials 
Kk. Cowey 
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After making his statement and assurances 
being made that the wishes of the Bakers would 
be carried out he withdrew his protest. 

Moved that the credentials which 
protested be taken up and acted on. 


International Typographical Union, J. W. 
Bramwood, W. B. Prescott, A. McCraith, W. 
M. Higgins, 291 votes 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union,J. F. Tobin, 
H. M. Eaton, 100 votes. 

National Seamen’s Union, A. 
Elderkin, 40 votes. 

International Association 
O'Connell, R. Ashe, J. J. Creamer, 88 votes. 

United Garment Workers, C. F. Reichers, 
S$. H. Jacobson, M. M. Jacobs, 122 votes. 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters, ; 
McGuire, D. Rowland, J. J. Linehan, W. F. 
Plumb, 200 votes. 

Journeymen Tailors’ 
E. H. Blick, 42 votes. 

Cigar Makers’ International 
roth, S. Campers, me See 
276 vote 

United “Mine W orkers, P. H. 
Bryde, W. C. Pearce, 181 votes. 

Horse Shoers’ National Union, 
20 votes. 

Amalgamated Society of 
Joiners, J. Pearce, 17 votes. 

Journeymen Bakers and 
Weismann, 40 votes. 

International Longshoremen’s 
I. Keefe, 27 votes. 

National Tobacco 
White, 34 votes. 

Amalgamated Association of Street Railway 
Employees, W. D. Mahon, 25 votes. 

Granite Cutters’ National Union, J. 
40 votes. 

Amalgamated 
Tenders, FE. 

Potters’ 
votes. 

National Cotton Mule Spinners, R. Howard, 
24 votes. 


are not 
Carried. 


Fureseth, T. J. 


of Machinists 





Union, J. B. Lennon, 


Union,W. Neu- 
Dernell, J. M. Barnes, 


Penna, P. Mc- 
R. Kenehan, 
Carpenters and 
Confectioners, H. 
Association, 
Workers of America, J. 
Duncan, 
Association 


McGean, 5 votes. 
National Union, T. B 


of Marine Water 


Dennis, 2 


Amalgamated Association Iron and _ Steel 
Workers, M. M. Garland, 80 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ National 
Alliance, D. H. Albers, 16 votes. 


Metal Polishers, 
Jsher, 7 votes. 


Buffers and Platers, E. P. 


_ Elastic Goring Weavers, Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation, T. Pollard, 4 votes. | ’ 
American Agents’ Association, C. H. Side- 


ner, I1 votes. 


Pattern Makers’ National League of N. A., 


E. H. Diehl, 7 votes. 

International Machinists’ Union of America, 
R. Pohle, 5 votes. 

International Printing Pressmen’s Union, J. 


Gelson, 25 votes. 
Columbia River 
Svindseth, 4 votes. 
New York State Branch, J. J. 
Massachusetts State Branch, 
vote. 
American Diamond Verstellers, L. 


vote 
Workers, J. 


“Fishermen’s Union, N. J. 
Junio, 1 vote. 
lr. F. Tracey, 1 


Marks, 1 


United Diamond ] 
votes. 

Killmen Dippers and Sagger Makers, J. W. 
Clark, 2 votes. 


Gompers, 2 


Federal Labor Union, No. sorts, J. F. O’Sul- 
livan, 1 vote. 
Pork Butchers’ Union, No. 6423, W. Simp- 


son, 1 vote. 
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Laborers’ Protective Union, No. 
Costello, 1 vote. 

Musicians’ Mutual 
Miller, 4 votes. 

Core Makers’ 
lough, 1 vote. 

Bleachers’ and Dyers’ 
Lanigan, 1 vote. 

Manhattan Musical Protective Union, R. A. 
Mullen, 6 votes. 


5287, P. 
Benefit Association, O. 
5672, J. McCul- 


Union, No. 6489, J. 


Union, No. 


Blast Furnace Workers’ Union, No. 6522, 
J. Anderson, 3 votes. 

Fed. Trades Council, Milwaukee, L. S. Wie- 
man, I vote. 

tirmingham Trades Council, W. Mailly, 1 
vote. 

Fed. Labor Union, No. 6540, C. P. McCam- 
bridge, 2 votes. 

Trades and Labor Union, St. Louis, D. 
Kreyling,1 vote. 

Council Trades and Labor, Detroit, H. C. 
Barter, 1 vote. 

Industrial Council, Kansas City, P. E. 
Duffy, 1 vote. 


Dowagiac Fed. 
R. Nichol, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Union, 
Perkins, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Union, Scranton, C. S. Bene- 


Labor Union, No. 6560, R. 


Indianapolis, E. A. 


dict, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Union, Boston, F. McCarthy, 
I vote. 

Central Labor Union, Louisville, J. McGill, 
I vote. 

Central Labor Union, Toledo, J. Braunsch- 


weiger, 1 vote. 

Central Labor Union, 
I vote. 

Brooklyn Musical Union, No. 
care, I vote. 


Duluth, A. McCallum, 


6347, M. Mul- 


Horse Nails Makers, No. 6170, E. S. Fen- 
ning, 1 vote. 
frades and Labor Assembly, Denver, F. W. 


Lee, 1 vote. 
Omaha Central Labor Union, F. 
vote. 
Actors’ Lawrence, 
2 votes. 

Mosaic and pe A 
Murphy, 1 vote. 

Glass Packers and Sorters, W. J. Dumnett, 
I vote. 

Central Labor Council, 


A. Kennedy, 


= 


Protective Union, J. M. 


Encaustic Tile Layers, 


Cincinnati, O., F. L. 


Rist, 1 vote. 

United Standard Engineers, F. A. Boehme, 
I vote. 

Furriers’ Union, I. Weiss, 5 votes. 
Journeymen Barbers’ International Union, 
W. Klapetsky, 15 votes. 

Adopted. 

The President announced the appointment of 
Jas. J. Pendergast as assistant secretary; R. F. 
Pinner, sergeant-at-arms; Geo. Seinner, mes 


senger. Approved. 


Committees were appointed by the Chair as 
follows: 


Committee on Rules and Order of Business— 


Wm. M. Higgins, N. J. Svindseth, Lee, D. 
H. Albers, Jas. O’Connell. 

Committee on President’s Report— 
Tobin, Jas. McGill, Jas. Linehan, R. Mullen, 


E. H. Diehl. 

Committee on Secretary’s 
Sullivan, H. 
A. Furuseth. 


Report—J. F. O’- 
Eaton, P. McBryde, Jas. Gelson, 
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Committee on Resolutions—Sam. 
Robt. Howard, Jas. 
wood, W. C. Pomeroy. 

Committee on Grievances—M. M. Garland, 
W. D. Mahon, Henry Weismann, D. F. Keefe, 
E. A. Perkins. 

Committee on Laws—P. J. McGuire, W. B. 
Prescott, Jos. Valentine, J. M. Barnes, P. H. 
Penna. 


Gompers, 
Duncan, J. W. Bram- 
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T. B. Dennis, Louis Weiss, F. L, Rist, H. C. 
Barter, Jas. Sullivan. 


Committee on Organization—W. C. Pearce, 
W. E. Klapetszky, J. C. Dernell, R. Kenehan, 
James Pearce. 

Delegate O’Sullivan moved that the reports 
of the officers be received. Carried. 


Delegate Iennon announced that a mass 





‘ : meeting would be held in Cooper Union, this 
Committee on Labels and Boycotts—J. B. evening and invited all to be present 
Lennon, C. F. Reichers, John Braunschwei- i i jana 
ger, M. J. Keough, Frank McCarthy. 


Vice-President McGuire was called to 


the chair. 


First 
Committee on Local and Federated Bodies— 
es 


PRESIDENT McBRIDE’S REPORT. 
To the Delegates to the Fifteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Comrades and Fellow-Workers:—In compliance with constitutional requirments, and in 
keeping with the interests of laboring men and women, we meet in annual convention not only for 
the purpose of reviewing the work of past years, but to consider the present status of organized 
and unorganized, employed and unemployed labor, and map out a plan of campaign that will 
enable our forces to meet all the emergencies and provide for present and future necessities. 

Meeting as you do in this great city of New York, the metropolis of America, the center of 
walth, pauperism and crime, where dependence upon the part of labor almost eliminates that 
spirit of independence needed to assure good citizenship, where political jugglery with the 
people’s interests on one hand, and reform movements that do not reform on the other, eclipse 
the labor movement and render it difficult for organized effort to progress as it should, you will 
be permitted to cast your eyes to Bedloe’s Island and feast them upon the sight of the Statue of 
Liberty Enlightening the World, and to take a glance at that noted thoroughfare called Wall 
street, where men learn to prey upon their fellow-men, where a few men concoct schemes which, 
when put into operation, enable them to demand and collect tribute from the people of all sec- 
tions of our country, and, to our shame be it said, frequently defy the government by threatening 
to throttle it financially, a threat that, because of our peculiar system of finances, they are able 
to execute successfully. 

The duty assigned to you by your constituents should be done fearlessly, but with a proper 
regard for the rights of all men. The task which you have before you is not a light one, but 
prompted by the aims and purposes of our grand organization to alleviate labor’s ills, ameliorate 
its conditions and improve its conditions, the work to be done should be a work of lowe. 

MAINLY PERSONAL, 

Prior to and at the time of my election to the presidency I was on the sick list, and it was 
only upon the assurance of my physician that a few days’ time would fit me for duty, that I 
wired the Convention of my acceptance of the position. 

A return to work before my health warranted caused a relapse, and although hoping for im- 
provement from day to day, and endeavoring to remain at my post of duty and do_the work 
assigned me, I was finally compelled to quit and give time and attention to the work of ‘recuperat- 
ing health. I was out of the office nearly two months, during which time Vice-President James 
Duncan, acted as president, and rendered services satisfactory to all interests involved. 

Upon my return to the office | found that the expenditures were largely in excess of the 
income, and that the condition of our treasury would not permit of extensive or expensive field 
work, hence I only visited such places as were convenient and inexpensive, and devoted the 
major portion of my time to office work, and the work of getting out our official magazine as 
economically as its standard of merit permitted. 

The office force was also reduced so that outside of the secretary only a stenographer is em- 
wealth, pauperism and crime, where dependence upon the part of labor almost eliminates that 
ployed. 

Later in the year, when our finances warranted my doing so, I 
addressed a number of meetings. 





visited different cities and 


OFFICIAL MAGAZINE. 


It affords me pleasure to be able to report that our official magazine, the American Federa- 
tionist, has achieved success not only as a literary production, but in a financial way. 

At the end of the year 1894, there was a debt of $539.33 against it, while on October 31, 
last, the amount had been reduced to $31.10 and at the end of last month the indebtedness was 
not only obliterated but a balance of $100 placed to its credit, thus showing a financial gain in 
eleven months’ time of over six hundred dollars. 

As editor of the magazine I neither favored nor discriminated against any school of eco- 
nomic thought, but invited, received and published articles treating upon every phase of 
economic belief, insisting only upon contributions possessing come literary merit before accepting 
them for publication. 

On behalf of the American Federation of Labor and through you I desire to thank the editors 
of the labor press throughout the country for their friendly comments, and the many writers 
who have contributed to the success of the magazine by gratuitously devoting their time and 
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talent upon articles furnished us for publication. . 

‘he success of the magazine is assured, but is should do more than pay for itself; it should 
be made a source of revenue, and it can be if you will urge upon your constituency the neces- 
sity for increasing the circulation of this cheap and popular educator. It is your magazine and 
its success means your success, 


IMPROVEMENT UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 


While there has been and is now a material improvement in trade conditions, as compared 
to those of the previous two and one-half years, yet the improvement has not been as_pro- 
nounced as press reports would lead us to believe, and such as it was, beneficial as it has been, 
it did‘ not relieve the strain upon the American Federation of Labor until late in the year. 
This because nearly all affiliated organizations had created obligations, during the continued indus- 
trial depression, that had to be discharged before their obligations to us could be met. 

Regardless of the many disadvantages under which the Federation labored during the yeat 
such progress was made in our work that I am able to congratulate you upon the fact that both 
numerically and financially the American Federation is stronger today than it was at the end 
of 1894, and to assure wou that the prospects for the future are full of promise for the success 
of the trade union movement. The Secretary’s report calls attention to the work done in the 
way of adding new National, Central Labor, Federal Labor and Local Unions during the year. 





STRIKES. 


The year 1895 has been noted for the large number of small or local, rather than large pro- 
longed strikes. The most pleasing feature of contests of this character between employer and 
employed, was the uniform success met with in the way of obtaining higher wages and improved 
conditions of employment. 

The most stubbornly contested strikes were those of the Garment Workers in eastern cities, 
and while in each case the workers did not secure all they demanded and were entitled to, they 
resulted in gains of such a beneficial character, that every member of the craft should take 
pride in sustaining their National Union, which originated the demands, inaugurated and success- 
fully conducted the fight for improved conditions. 

The largest and longest strike of the year was that of the coal miners in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia and Virginia. This strike was due to a failure of miners and 
operators to agree upon the price to be paid for mining, and at one time over sixty thousand 
men were engaged, and a large number were out for several months. 

ne settlements made, while giving higher prices to mine laborers, did not give the satis- 
faction and security that the strikers wanted, and because of this, the year has been one of 
agitation and uncertainty in mining districts. The officials of the United Mine Workers have 
had a hard year’s work, and it now looks as though their efforts to bring order out of chaos 
would be rewarded by not only securing higher wages but by wiping out of existence the company, 
or as it is better known, the truck store system, a system by which mine workers have been 
shamefully robbed. 


THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL'S REPORT. 


The placing and removing of boycotts, together with the success or non-success of this method 
of warfare, and the decisions made in disputes between or raised by affiliated bodies, will be 
reported on_by the Executive Council, and while assuring you that the work performed by the 
Executive Council was prompted by their best judgment and with a view of doing justice to all 
interests involved, | only ask for the report such consideration and treatment at your hands as 
you believe its merits warrant. 


CITY, CENTRAL AND STATE ORGANIZATIONS. 





Complete trade autonomy to affiliated ional and international unions is the basis upon 
which the z Federation of ae was builded, and its future welfare and success can 
only be assured he a strict adherence to basic principles. 

Voluminous laws are not needed to regulate the relationship between the American Federation 
of Tabor and its affiliated organizations, but there is an absolute necessity for a constitutional 


page ono clearly defining the duty and power of central labor organizations and state federations 
oO abor 








The central labor organizations and state federations were intended to serve as auxiliaries 
to the trade and labtr movement, but in no sense were they intended to interfere either with the 
autonomy of the trades or encroach upon matters under the jurisdiction of the trade unions, ex- 
cept in a way of lending a helping hand when called upon by a trade union in distress. 

The central unions and state federations have proved themselves powerful and valuable aids 
to the trade unions in the work of organizing, strengthening and encouraging local unions, in 
helping to win many a hard fought fight for an amelioration of trade conditions, and for giving 
to the tradesmen within the cities and states under their jurisdiction, recognition, standing and 
benefits which they could not have enjoyed in the absence of the work done by these bodies. 

While recognizing and admitting the beneficent workings of central bodies and state branches, 
we must not close our eyes to their faults and failings. 

n the past year several instances are recorded in which members of local unions, working 
under contracts with employers, were ordered by the central organization to cease work and go 
out on strike for the purpose of aiding members of some other union who had a dispute with the 
same employer. The members thus ordered out on strike were placed in an embarrassing position. 
To quit work and violate the terms of their contract, without any provocation from their em- 
ployer with whom the contract was made, was to act dishonorably, while to continue at work and 
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disobey the order of the central body was to court denunciation and expulsion from membership 
in the latter body 

It is clearly evident that if a trade union possesses the right to make contracts upon trade 
matters, no central union should either assume or be delegated the right to ask for or insist upon 
the violation of such contracts. It is here that the work of the trade union and the central body 
conflicts. : 

Whether contracts are made by a local union direct, or through its national or international 
union, proper and careful consideration should be given to the effect of such contract upon those 
who labor for the same employer, but not included in the contract terms. 

In 1894 the Executive Council tried to remedy the defect here referred to, by the adoption of 
a resolution which provided, ‘“‘That contracts made by unions with their employers should be 
faithfully lived up to by the unions so long as they are not violated by employers; and the occur- 
rence of any trade dispute with such employer by other unions than those having contracts shall 
not be the cause for the violation of agreements by such unions as have regular contracts.’ 

f this rule or ommetneg similar was made the law, much future trouble could be avoided. 


LEGISLATION. 


The passage of the McGuire bill, by Congress, afforded some relief to seamen, but not all 
that they required. I would advise the ut your efforts in their behalf be continued until the laws 
of our country are so strengthened that they will guarantee protection and fair treatment to every 
seaman that sails under our flag. 

The Phillips bill, providing for a commission to enquire into and report upon the legislation 
needed by labor, did not become a law, but its author, Mr. Phillips, has been re-elected and will 
endeavor to secure its passage at the present session of Congress, and steps should be taken by 
this Convention to aid him in his effort. 

In accordance with instructions from the last Convention, bills have been prepared, and will 
be presented to you for endorsement, providing for a uniform label law, and a law restricting 
the power of the Federal courts in injunction ca . 

These two measures should receive the united and energetic support of every labor organi- 
zation and every laboring man in the land, because one protects fair made goods and fair products, 
whereas the other protects fain men from injustice at the hands of arbitrary and autocratic courts. 

believe that the nonssuccess of our efforts in the past was due to our having presented 
and urged the passage of too many measures at one time, and because of this belief I would 
advise that instead of asking for all that we desire and need, that three or four measures be 
selected and your whole strength devoted to the work of having them enacted into laws. The 
experience of the past five years has demonstrated that much labor and money have been wasted 
in efforts to secure desired legislation, because the statutory enactment secured had but 
life and met death at the edge of the constitutional axe. 

The constitution of the national and many of the state governments stands today as a 
monument to the past greatness and grandness of our country. These constitutions were made 
and adopted for the purpose of protecting men and methods now dead. They are not suited 
for the changed industrial conditions and improved mental status of the present time, hence if 
the modern environments of labor are to be ameliorated by legislation, in keeping with the 
progress of our people along commercial and_ industr lines, it might be well to turn our 


attention to the cutting away of these constitutional barriers which invalidate legislation enacted 
in the people’s interests. 





a short 








IM MIGRATION, 


Inasmuch as the last Convention decided that no further restriction of 
needed except in the work of keeping out such laborers as come 
nals other than polit 


immigration was 
here under contract, all crimi- 
sal, and such persons as are likely to become a public charge, it would be 
well for this Convention to give some attention to the adoption of methods by which assistance 
can be given to government officials who seek to ferret out and punish those who violate the 
alien labor law. 

The Bureau of Immigration reports that many complaints are made to the bureau, by officials 
of labor organizations, concerning specific cases in which the law has been violated, but when the 
bureau has sent officials to investigate, the parties complaining have either had no information 
to give or refused to give it, if they had it. This is wrong. ‘The laxity of the law, or the 
law’s application, is bad enough, but as the law was passed at the urgent request of organized 
labor, the government officials should not be given an opportunity to charge a failure of the law’s 
operation to the non-cooperation of the officials of organizations whose members require protec 
tion from immigrants of that character the law was designed to exclude from our 








shores. 


THE BOND DEAL. 


The greatest crime of the nineteenth certury, and the most remarkable ever 
upon our people, was that committed by the present national administration 
bonded indebtedness of our country during a time of peace. 

The attempt to maintain. a gold reserve of one hundred million dollars, by a c@ntract such 
as was made with Belmont Morgan syndicate was farcical to say the least, but a farce only in so 
far as it was intended to blind the people to the fact that they were being robbed, deliberately ° 
and unmercifully, in the interests of eastern bankers and bondholders whose only desire has been 
and now is the perpetuation of a system of bonded indebtedness on part of the government. 

The wickedness of the bond deal was exposed by the syndicate advancing gold to the ROVv- 
ernment one day to increase the reserve, and the next day decreasing the reserve by handing in 
matured securities and getting gold for them, and with this gold purch ing new bonds having 
a long lease of life. The eastern bankers, if permitted, will continue draining the gold reserve 





: perpetrated 
in adding to the 








1895] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 15 


until new bonds replace the old ones and an interest-bearing indebtedness has been again estab 
lished and the life of national banks prolonged beyond the present generation of men. 

The bankers are not in business for their health, and they do not care what misery they 
plunge the country into, how embarrassed the government becomes, or how heavily the people 
are taxed so long as their profits are assured; and why should they? They are not to blame. 

It is humilitating, however, to think, at the close of the nineteenth century, that a national 
administration can be found supine enough, or corrupt bey to permit the government to be 
held up and plundered, as ours has been plundered during the last year and a half. 

In the early days of this government, when statesmen and not politicians were guiding 
the ship of state, the banks were subordinate to the government, but today the government is at 
the mercy of the banks, and the bankers dictate our system of finance and laugh at the protests 
of the people against the tyranny of their rule. 

You should not only protest by resolution against the crime committed, but bring your influ- 
ence to bear upon your representatives in Congress to the end that they may provide against a 
repetition, or a continuance of this great crime. 






INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES. 


The work done by the British Trade Union Congress, held in Cardiff, Wales, September last, 
will be reported upon by our delegates, P. J. McGuire and Samuel Gompers. The Congress de- 
cided to continue the system of international work and elected Mr. Edward Cowes and Mr. James 
Mawdsley to represent them in this Convention, and I feely assured that you will accord them 
a hearty welcome and make their visit a pleasant one. 

I am notified by William Thorne, Secretary of the Organization Committee of Trade Unions 
‘and the International Socialist Workers that their international Congress will meet in London, 
probably in the month of August, in 1896, and the American Federation of Labor are invited 
to send one or two delegates. ‘The matter is now in your hands for such action as you may 
determine upon. 


SHORTEK WORKDAYS, 


The supply of labor in this country is greater than the demand for it, hence the power of 
production exceeds the force of consumption. 

Surplus labor is used as a lever to reduce wages, lengthen the hours of labor and increase 
the burden of toil on the part of the employed. Low wages and partly employed labor limits 
the means to purchase and thus prevents consumption to such an extent that often threatens 
life, always robs production of its proper value by reason of insane competition in labor and in 
the market of labor’s product. 

Our workdays should be short enough to permit the employment of every wage worker in 
the land. Such a system would be based upon the principles of philosophical truth, of equal 
and exact justice between man and man, between employer and employed. 

At this time the establishment of an eight-hour work day would secure such a system, by 
giving more days’ work and employing more workers, by providing more leisure and less idleness, 
by forcing production and stimulating consumption through means of purchase being provvided 
for all who labor. 

An elaborate argument is not needed to convince you that our working men and women have 
not received a fair share of the benefits accruing from invention and machinery, either in  in- 
creased pay or in a decreased number of hours they are renee to labor -for a day’s pay. 

You will readily agree with the decision reached by the last Convention that a shorter work 
day is needed to ameliorate the conditions in life of our wage workers. 

I desire to remind you, however, that it is now your duty to determine upon the feasibility 
of inaugurating a movement to establish the eight- hour work day, rather than to consider the 
beneficent results which would follow its accomplishments; to determine whether a fight shall be 
waged for its establishment, and, if you so conclude, to provide for a campaign in which one 
or all of our affiliated organizations may become direct participants. 





POLITICAL ACTION. 





Have we a political program? This is a disputed question. The Denver Convention by sepa- 
rate and distinct votes adopted twelve declarations of political belief, but a motion to adopt as a 
whole, was defeated, and in consequence of this, it is held by some that the previous declarations 
were invalidated, while others are of the opinion that each declaration was complete in_ itself, 
and that the motion”to adopt as a whole was superfluous, and its adoption or rejection by the 
Convention could neither add to or take from the declarations previously made. In my judgment 
the latter position is the correct one, but I have not been called upon to render a decision on the 
question, and to satisfy those who entertain doubts in the matter, [ ask that you clearly define 
the position you intend to hold along political lines. 

Vhether the declarations made at the Denver Convention are approved or disapproved by 
you, the self-evident truth confronts us that wage workers cannot hope to be free in the shops, 
mines and factories while trudging in party slavery to the polls. 

We cannot close our eyes and thus conceal the glaring defects in our governmental treatment 
of industrial labor, nor will we be permitted to much longer neglect our duty to the people’s 
interests, and allow to go on unchecked and unchanged a system of distribution in the value of 
labor’s production which had its greatest achievement during the last decade, according to the 
late census, in the phenominal growth of wealth, pauperism and crime. 

We are compelled to admit, as we have long recognized, that the denial of that liberty of 
action which permits men and women to organize for mutual aid and protection, comes largely 
from corporations engaged in operating plants of a public character, and the franchises of which 
they obtained from the people. 
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The railroad, telegraph and telephone corporations in a national sense, and the street rail- 
way, electric plant, and water works corporations in a municipal way, are more responsible for 
the curtailment of liberty, on the part of the employe than is all the manufacturing and pro- 
ducing capital in this country. To destroy this species of tyranny and oppre sion, and to restore 
and maintain for employees the greatest individual liberty consistent with public good, will 
necessitate the nationalizing of railroads, telegraphs and telephones, and the municipal ownership 
of street railways, electric light, gas and water work plants. The people’s interests can be better 
subserved by employing public servants, than they can by the people themselves remaining ser- 
vants and serfs to individuals or corporations of the character named, besides the profits of 
operation should accrue to the people rather than to individuals. ; 

As an organization we may devide to leave politics alone, but unfortunately for the interests 
of the organization and its members politics will not let us alone, hence we are compelled not 
rom a sentimental but from a purely business standpoint to consider and act politically in. such 
a manner and along such lines as will yield practical results to the trade union movement in its 
efforts to ameliorate the wage workers’ condition in life. 

We may not be agreed as to the scope of political wétk needed, and we ma 
methods employed in political reform work, but regardless of our differences in opinion as to 
either scope or methods, we will recognize the necessity of doing something and doing it in a 
manner that will insure the hearty co-operation of all our forces. 

The ideal state of society, or form of government, aimed at by State Socialists, Philo- 
sophical Anarchists, Populists, Single Taxers and others, should not be permitted to stand in the 
way of immediate and practical efforts, beeause the ideal state of society hoped for can only be 
reached, if ever 4 is reached, by an educational evolutionary process, which means too great 
delay to suit the s of our wage workers who are asking for relief from the ills of today, 
rather than saibetinn for reform that will secure the comfort and happiness of coming generations. 

According to the most reliable statistics obtainable there are fully twenty-three millions of 
persons employed, or should be, at gainful occupations in this country, and in view of the fact 
that about one-tenth of that number are members of organized labor, and only a large portion of 
the latter in the American Federation of Wabor, it would be a useless waste of time and effort 
for you to attempt political reform work along independent party lines. 

‘hile disagreeing over different isms, we all agree that reforms are needed, and that it should 
be our purpose at this time to act only on matters of moment upon which all are in hearty accord, 
and if this is done it will be an easy matter to form a plan of action both — and co- operative 
that will succeed in taking from our federal courts powers which have lately been arrogate¢c 
by and not delegated to them; to agree upon a method for shortening the hours of labor, by legis- 
lation, to eight per day, or less, thus enhancing the value of work and wages. 

At this time it is not independent party, but independent voting that will accomplish bene- 
ficent and speedy results. By co-operating in the support of men and measures favorable to labor 
interests you would soon have all parties striving to secure the votes of organiz labor; by this 
method the nationalizing of the means of transportation and communication could be accomplished 
and the municipal ownership of water, heat, light and power plants be assured. 











Hy 
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THE MISSION OF TRADE UNIONS 


While the recognized special mission of the trade unions has always been that of regulating 
the conditions of employment, and the securing of proper remuneration therefor, in the intere 
of those who toil for wages, it must not be forgotten that the trades union movement has a 





general mission, and a worid-wide work to perform in its efforts to establish the brotherhood of | 


man regardless of creed, color or nationality. The history of the trade union movement in all 
lands is the history of civilization and industrial progress; of an increase in the individual liberty 
and collective rights of man. It has at all times striven to eradicate wrong wherever found, and 
to establish systems of social, industrial and governmental character that would give fair treat- 
ment to all members of the human family; although often defeated in its aims and purposes 
its members are never conquered, at times discouraged over “hopes deferred” they are never 
disheartened, but are always found at their post of duty, and willing to battle for human rights. 

As trade unionists we have been taught to hate tyranny and oppression in all forms, and our 
teaching causes us to feel sympathy for, and when opportunity offers extend a helping hand to, all 
those who struggle to free themselves from influences and power which enslave and degrade 
mankind, and at this time it affords me pleasure to say, and I believe I voice the sentiment of 
every member of the American Federation of Labor in saying it, that every heartbeat of 





American Labor is an expression of our sympathy with, and our hopes for the success of the 


gallant band of patriotic Cubans who are now risking life and property in their efforts to obtain 
freedom. 

What stronger evidence can be given to the world to demonstrate that the spirit of liberty 
and progress still lives than that of Cuba, formerly the slave mart of the western world, now 
shaken from center to circumference by a revolt for freedom on the part of men, or the sons of 
men, who a few years ago were sold as slaves to the highest bidder. The Cuban revolt is in 
itself deserving of a consideration and recognition at our hands, but when we reme mber that the 
Spanish dynasty has always evidenced hostility to republican government, even in the case of this 
country we should be all the more determined to insist upon fair treatment being extended by the 
Congress of the Inited States to the revolutionists of Cuba, and I trust ere this convention ad- 
journs, you will have adopted resolutions petitioning congress to at least recognize Cubans as 
belligerents. 

CONCLUSIONS. 


Throughout my term of office consideration and kindness has been extended to me by officers 
and members of our affiliated unions, and I desire not only to acknowledge the deep sense of 
obligation which I feel, but to express my sincere appreciation of their friendship and co-oper- 
ation. 


differ as to the| 
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My official and personal relations with members of the executive council, and especially with 
your able, — and hardworking secretary, have been of the most pleasant character, and 
through you, I desire to tender them my thanks, and to express the appreciation I feel for their 
fraternal treatment and their willingness to assist at all times and under all circumstances, in the 
work of making my administration a successful, and I trust, a satisfactory one so far as labor’s 
interests are concerned. 

Comrades in the labor movement, the eyes of your constitutency are centered upon the con- 
vention, and upon its work the toiling men and women of America have based their hopes of 
emancipation from environments which oppress and wrong them. Do not disappoint them and 
court failure by undertaking to do more than you have the strength to accomplish. Do not per- 
mit enthusiasm or resentment to direct your efforts, but let that reason and intelligence which 
you poss lead you in the work of marking out a policy which, when followed, will surely 
mitigate if it does not entirely eradicate the wrongs suffered by our wage workers. Aim to be 
practical, reasonable and just in your conclusions, and success must follow. 

















Delegate Lennon said that Geo. EK. McNeil, a veteran in the labor movement was present, 
and he would move that he be given a seat without vote. 

Delegate Garland moved that the President’s report be referred to the proper committeee. 
Carried. 

Delegate Lennon repeated his motion to seat Mr. McNeil. Carried. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To the Members of the Fifteenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Workers—-I have the honor to submit to you a report of the receipts and expenscs 
for the fiscal year, beginning November 1, 1894, and ending October 31, 1895, the first two months 
of which were under the old board of officers. Although we have a comfortable balance on hand 
I cannot say that the receipts have heen as good as the average of recent years. The causes of 
this are general and well-known to all of you who have been actively engaged in the labor move- 
ment. The effects of the panic of ’94 extended far into the current yeat, and many of our 
unions, while holding up bravely, have suffered considerably, nevertheless, in common with all 
industry. Our members thrown out of employment yandered into other fields, and thus the 
unions lost their support. Latterly, however, signs of improvement have been noticed, not because 
of any important economic progress on the part of our rulers, but rather because bed-rock was 
reached and natural laws asserted themselves in spite of them. Our unions are reviving slowly, 
but surely, and many advances have been made, increasing wages and reducing hours, during the 
past few months; and*while we can not expect great results under existing industrial conditions, 
at their best, still we can confidently hope for better things in the near future, if nothing out 
of the ordinary intervenes. 

During the year we have had some heavy items of expense to meet consequent upon the 
orders, of the Denver convention, which, in conjunction with diminished returns, have handi- 
capped your officers greatly in the work of organization, assisting subordinate unions and in 
divers other ways. The heaviest of these items were: Defense of Tazewell County (Ill.) miners, 
$100; Bakers’ International Union $150; Metal Polishers National Union, $250; to secure pardon 
of Dempsey and Beatty, Homestead men, $250; defense of Eugene V. Debs, $250; lecturing tour 
of English delegates, Burns and Holmes, $403.77; moving headquarters, $583.49; committee at 
Washington on seamen’s bills, $673.75; delegates to British Trade Union Congress, Cardiff, 
Wales, $806. Making a total of $3,467.01 on nine items. 

While nearly all of the above appropriaions were absolutely necessary, some of them were not, 
and it would be well for us to bear in mind when disposing of our resources in the present and 
future the pertinence and truth of the old maxim, that charity begins at home, that sentiment and 
business will not mix, and that it is bad policy to keep your officers and organizers confined to 
the possibilities of parsimony in any contingency. On more than one occasion we have been com- 
pelled to refuse assistance to our struggling unions combating against unequal odds for living 
conditions, and we cannot but be convinced that an expenditure of our aid and power will nowhere 
be better appreciated, nor do better work, than right in the vicinity of our own hearthstone. 

Following is a report of the receipts and expenses for the year. With the exception of 
October and November of ’94 (under the old constitution and board of officers) all financial 
transactions have been published in detail in the American Federationist, and one copy has been 
sent to each union affiliated. 





RECEIPTS. 








Adv.in 

Per C — Supplies Federationist list of 

Ta orgen 
ae ane 33 $131 48 $ 61 80 
PUNO - keicccievns 880 42 152 35 777 65 
De - ecasnndanse ces 415 57 116 49 306 00 
MEE Scns doesee: 265 95 173 22 39 43 
DEE kcaceanerecewns 662 84 232 36 194 58 
April 672 00 162 57 321 69 
May ome 750 QI 175 26 169 95 
June errr 289 11 186 96 352 78 
rere oe 572 18 126 99 151 70 
August 380 85 189 95 251 15 

September . 785 02 170 15 197 00 $18 00 

CONE. cc naenssenvens 1,635 77 300 81 360 48 38 00 








$8,392 95 $2,118 59 $3,184 21 $56 00 
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EXPENSES. 
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; General Federationist 
EE EPR eT rene eee ree $ 825 44 199 27 
EEE OE OPC TCE Oe PN 1,952 04 787 06 
ee Nr ee ree eee ee 2,873 23 301 57 
NM is og Sara hie pints itor salaorerach 1,219 08 123 34 
March PEE MMGK Aw OOS Walele eee ae kitts 831 84 141 60 
728 o1 114 57 
696 80 112 40 
493 99 3903 42 
503 86 127 94 
1,222 84 116 14 
SS PEPE TT eT Te 683 70 106 84 
DEE. “S:cuse td kenes id aatelwwinerk aa _995 61 241 83 
2,936 44 $2,675 98 
RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand November 1, 1894 ........+2eee0e8. $5,191 79 
Ce CON BRE So ckycnceace 35505 sbaeneenbusesesies 8,392 95 
SS PTA Sra tire ahaa 8 Sn Sp pee eer 2,118 59 
DEEL: n iichacd eG Ss nSd:nbsc4 sees CRP bekeeiane 3,184 21 
es STARE GE GRIND i605 .6.0 6659 500K 0 000002 56 00 


ene ENB nas 4 





EXPENSES 
ES ER TR Oe meee et Tame eT Tee eT $12,936 44 
CMMEIMEED 6s 5 tir Lil agonste gaatiieoeanomeatsios 2,675 98 
$15,612 42 
Balance on: Ded, Ceieber 505 CBOR ais dks ee scenes 3,331 12 
Following is a grouping as near as possible under their several heads of the 
monthly expenses: 

Burns and Holmes lecturing tour (Inglish delegates) eis caste Wick acta te ahaa $ 403 77 

Moving headquarters from New York to Indianapolis, including 
freightage, fares, furniture, carpentering, exchanging safe, etc.. 583 49 
Two delegates to British Trade Union Congress, Cardiff, Wales 806 00 
To secure pardon of Dempsey and Beatty, imprisoned Homestead men 250 00 
nen + ae: SS RE I) Sta. peel ane eA eS EEE Bree ORK & 250 00 
ESTERS. OF. TANGO County MESS co cccicccccccsecccnpccssecacvce 100 00 
Metal Polishers International Union (by vote of convention) ...... 250 00 
Bakers International Union, GORGUON 2.026. ccccscrccvveesecevsess 150 00 
Quarreymen’s National Union, donation ..........ccccccccccsccece 63 75 
Amalgamated Street Railway Employees, donation ................ 50 00 
Committee on Seamen’s Bills (by vote of convention) ............. 673 75 
Stemographer at Denver Convention «.....000sccccsccssccccrcccccce 97 40 
PE cchteacaus vie LEDVESS GhEXS PE ee eee et ee ee ee 442 00 

Printing seven days’ proceedings, etc., of Denver convention, at 
NIRS Sulcus cine t Bi ia oe net aya RO SARA WHS See ROOMS: (ew TH fone 322 15 
Oe Se a EOE EOC ETL AT TEER TE te 422 60 
Printing debate on Political Program <2... .ccscsesesccescesscoes 222 12 
eS Ee eee ee ee ee ee Tere ee ee 632 73 
ES: DE RICE TIOTNN 5 55 ons 65sec s eec ces eter arene eeee snes 576 18 
ee Sr reer er eer eee eee re re 33 00 
SN MERI 5 5.5.04. 4,4::0.610.65016:05,5.0- 0) hONEN OSE SSA 6306 R ON 0b 0 6 E ROL 68 39 
ee Ne TC OTL TELE TT OTT Pee rer a 331 62 
ee RS Oe EE OTE COR oR Eee ee 115 71 
Telegrams iat id Catal Wore 4 Bie wide 30 35 
Organizers’ expenses, postage, IN ss a5 caine era tarece GIG Achaea 55 05 
Salaries—Samuel Gompers, president, two and a half months........ 375 00 
Chris Evans, secretary, three SR a NOE EERE 375 00 
John McBride, president, eight months and six days ........... 1,237 50 
August McCraith, SERCUNET. OU MOTE -6.6:<.6.9.6.0.0.6-0:0 600556 ¥0406 1,250 00 
James Duncan, acting president, from February 24 to April 22 285 00 
John B. Lennon, treasurer, balance on ’94 $100, and ’95 $100 ... 200 00 

Clerks (two and a half months in New York, one and a quarter 
NR a ie ee ne serene 313 75 
ee, See een, Sw ee OB RTE, CHORUS 6 oii cnr 0c-conn 6 6teeseneaar 69 00 
NS OR FO eT ee COOP CET TR TCE TOTES 607 34 
Assistant secretary, sergeant-at-arms, and janitor at De nver convention 61 00 
Attending meeting executive council, James Brettel, third vice-president 7 00 

Attending meeting executive council in New York City, January 1-3: 
en, Se SOON oc cue ne cca renrenpeccsneccces 13.38 
James Duncan. second Vice-president ......cceerecccccscnsceces 34 50 
Es Fs) Es POMPE WHOS URIRIOEE 5 erences tndaedendveeene% ? 75 00 
John B. Lennon, COORBUTET occ korn cee rsverceveseeensererene 10 50 


detailed 


ee 
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Attending meeting of executive council at Denver, P. J. McGuire, 1st 

















VMOPICRMIONE cee vccaerecreedertssncnse Sevievncssetesnesecccnecs $ 8 50 
Attending meeting executive council at Indianapolis: 
P. J. McGuire, first vice- president RENE EL rE Te ee 72 50 
James DUNCAN, SECONE VICE-PIERIGENE oocccccicccenceccccesecess 43 00 
Ee, Fo Pees CHING, VICE PECENIENE Scdc tac cccenndcnascancennas 35 00 
SORE. Te. SO POOR,  .'.cee van esce nue setoinewewnnkenes 79 00 
Railroad and hotel expenses of James Duncan, 2d vice-president... . 34 00 
Traveling expenses of Chris Evans to Denver 130 20 
Same. to NWernmomvene: GUIG ccccccccscscececs oe nee eurdia 5 30 
SE OF Sunes CoOOOTS. TO TIORVET .occccccccccccoccctveedsvenese 52 00 
Pe TO) "TE TOMIONE SINE SRUUNNE ib 6 odor cncthandeue bated woacutenedacees 4 70 
Services on Brewers disagreement, T. J. Elderkin , 12 00 
P. J. McGuire, attending Cleveland convention of Musicians National 
League and investigation by Columbus, O., Trades Council of 
charges against President McBride ..... 68 00 
Tre wells and hotel expenses of president eee eee see . 3490 95 
ee, Ot EE 5c ok deadad wena uuaea son obcew eile eadeeearaebes 9 40 
PE, SE ee SRV Choe Oia sa ea ie OR een Ee ce Aiwa Melk wala 34 20 
Newspapers for office at New York and Indianapolis .............. 13 35 
PE vised chee eee weaned ced Sacks), KenvevereeenGeetueuanecdées o «8 76 50 
Insurance of office furniture, supplies, €fC. ....ccccsvccccccescscces 14 00 
Re PT ee eT ee Sere ire ere eee npr ea ee rae 59 58 
Following is a comparative statement for the past nine years: 
1887. 
sR rye eT ee rere $2,100 34 
WE ic.ccon pugesthukvcakeon sehecmendun 2 07 4 39 
= -, $25 95 
1888. 
ee Git) DME. <tcnccadaercsddedecsedkeaks $ 
MN. Ste RCKE. Cavedared CdmnuKnianaeene 
$4,538 50 
NNER oink. ve nccdcowsencestwounnnl 3,933 67 
__ $604 83 


18809. 


a 604 83 
6 6,838 40 

— $7.44 
RES ecaccdcdtaee Be euseeedeneeues cons 6,57 


Balance on hand.... er 
TENE Sadndvcosbucus 





nce $864 90 


Balance on -»-$ 864 90 








RECCIMES 2 ccccccccs coos 23,849 74 
———— $24,714 64 
I «i 6:ncb4 chokes “Ke 6aceNadereGbakene’ 21,070 57 
— — $3,644 07 
1891. 
ene Wh. ON ss cdcnésdaseasenene saunwes $ 3,644 07 
PE KCUSCER SRE  SORUSEC CERES CaaenneS 17,702 36 
———— $21,346 43 
PD. Sid Soke SAKES ccidaarees écdncaean 13,190 07 
—_—- $8,156 36 
j 1892 
ne. GG. DD on canes vecesecesacnesnevas $ 8,156 36 
DEE Ukdeteskecsuea bvecseakevesceneiwen 17,834 51 
-—— — $25,990 87 
NN ne code chet heenenenneceneras 18,324 69 
———————- 7,666 18 
1893 
De AER SEA s+ woes ccevane nesedeeaueeed $ 7,666 18 
PRUNE 55a 5G tie bie ') aed dacckubeenGeoennan 20,864 62 
——— $28,530 80 
TTT CCC Tee CMe eee CCE aes 21,383 36 
S94? 44 
1894. 
CD. oo as eid dawn beeed a aecoanes $ 7,147 44 
PE Swritecy btkudn ea, a Ass CeORC RESTORE ae 15,346 43 
——— $22,493 87 
PE aaa cale ast Soa gatas allele by MED ee 17,302 08 
————_ $5,191 79 
1895. 
PO Gh DOE on 6 hocdccdeceecsconccnntes $ 5,191 79 
PN Sac cadawnd caadde nee wan elendanedea 13,751 75 


$18,943 54 
re eee ee aideaneates aia 15,612 42 


—l1 





bt 


$3,331 1 
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THE AMEKICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


_ At the beginning of the year the American Federationist had a debt hanging over of $539.33, 
which has been reduced to $31.10, as follows: 











RECEIPTS. 
RO Ee eee ee tee Oe ne eee ioe 64S 645655. cs 000 BRO 22 
SS Keates ey cae peace deena 301 OL 
ee Cn ORC6OSo CORON CSCS es eee TIE TTS re 19 08 
——_ $3,184 21 
Printing tw es bncedeivene es Sale 4 oe coocces $2,788 398 
Commission on we esas 70 50 
Miscellaneous 17 10 
2 ————-. 52,078 95 
Excess Of feclipts OVEF EXPENSES. 66cccccccccccceveceecsiecceces $ 508 23 
RECAPITULATION. 
RS rere re ee Cree re re eee a Seawa wok 33 
DOR GU OE ROOK oe 6 cee acs erences ieeen cineeewe 23 
PERE CEINUNG TICIONEE O0, SOB i.c ccs ekic cc rcescsciscsectserccsscs. BSt £0 


The labor press generally has felt the depressing influences of the past year. both in the 
subscription and advertising departments, and while we can feel justly proud of the above 
showing, indicating as it does, that our official magazine is on a firm basis, and not the least 
favored and influential cf its class, yet we know that it could be made a crowning success 
and power for good did it receive the support it so well deserves. Nothing could be of more 
value to the labor movement than an influential medium of the kind, and it seems strange that 
notwithstanding the interests of trade unionists are so poorly cared for in the general newspaper 
world and that much for pecuniary motives, that they do not respond to the appeals of the labor 
press for support with greater unanimity. But such is the fact, nevertheless. We, as_ trade 
unionists, owe much to those of our number who have and are devoting their time and labor to 
the educational features— the grandest and best of all—of the labor movement, and who receive 
ut a meagre compensation in return. And yet it would appear from much observation, not to 
say unrequited effort, that about the last debt the average individual liquidates is his subscription 
to his labor journal. It ought to be the first. Nevertheless, it is gratifying to note, and it is 
somewhat of a paradox. that the labor press is growing and there are not so many failures as of 
yore. Fortunately there are a number of painstaking and earnest writers in our movement who 
are willing and ready to devote their time to literary contributions and accept a “thank you” 
as compensation. All the same, this ought not to be. The laborer is worthy of his hire here as 
elsewhere, and with a deeper interest on the part of our members in their own magazine it would 
not be. We will take this opportunity, however, to publicly tender our thanks to the several able 
writers who generously contributed to the American Federationist in the past; and also let us 
not forget our advertisers, without whose support our influence in this respect wou'd be ni 

ORGANIZING. 

The work of organizing has vastly improved the past few months, and we may look for good 
results in this respect in the immediate future. Considering the resources at their command our 
organizers have made a creditable showing. Under the guidance of our central bodies, they should 
receive better encouragement and financial support. This is a matter deserving of the consideration 
of our executive council, who I have no doubt will be pleased to do so provided our finances 
will permit. During the year the following national and international unions have been granted 
charters: Amalgamated Lace Curtain Operators; Potters National Union; International Association 
of Machinists; Tobacco Workers National Union; American Agehts Association ; Granite Cutters 
National Union; International Printing Pressmens Union, and Boot and Shoe Workers Interna- 
tional Union. The following central labor unions have been chartered: Knox County (Me.) 
Central Labor Union. Industrial Council of Kansas City, (Mo.); San Antonio (Tex.) Tradex 
Council; Trades and Labor Council of Piqua, (O.); Cincinnati’ (O.) Central Labor Council. 
Fargo (N. D.) Federated Trades Council; Scranton, (Pa.) Central Labor Union, and Rockford 
(ill.) Central Labor Union. There have been 141 charters granted to local and federal labor 
unions, and quite a number have been received and forwarded to national bodies through head- 
quarters, and directly by our organizers, who are deserving of the greatest praise for their un- 
tiring efforts in this work. Eleven applications were rejected. 

Following is a report of the subscriptions received for the defense of Eugene V. Debs, all of 
which have been regularly forwarded: 











Donation by American Federation of Labor ............scesccseces $ 250 00 

Dec. 14—L. U. 257, U. B. Carpenters and Joiners ‘of America..... 2 50 
L. U. 699, U. B. Carpenters and Joiners of America ..... 5 00 ae 

P. J. McGuire, Philadelphia. Pa. 5 00 

Jan. 19.—Hod Carriers Protective, 6266 3 00 

Stove Mounters International 5 00 

Trade and Labor Council, Lansing Mich. 5 00 

Musicians Mutual Benefit Association, St. Louis ......... 5 00 

21—Paper Carriers Protective and Benefit Union. 5783 .. 5 00 

Street Railway Laborers Protective Union, 6312 ... er 5 00 

23—Teamsters and Yardmens Union, 3796 ..........eeeeeeeees 5 00 
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23—Tobacco Workers, 4087 ........ccceccee chee: “etadeluwen $ 10 00 
Packing Howse. Baiployens, 6209. occ ccscdccvcusccocccccce 5 00 
Journeymen Bakers and Confectioners, Pueblo, Col. ...... 2 00 
Miners Protective Association, 6395 a Sab eel oa ar arelele wae’ aces 5 00 

25—Carriage Hardware Workers Union, 6419 ......+-++++ee00- . 2 36 
Trade and Labor Union, St. Louis ATRAR EERE RT RRR RSRERLS 10 00 

i ey and Mine Laborers, Ge. pe ddacucueasensativaceexs 5 00 
—Reed, Rattan and Willow Workers, 6454 ........-.eeeees 5 00 

ponds oy Granite and Slate Polishers, St. Louis ............ 5 00 
Willow, Reed and Rattan Workers. Scans k wehenwnewewd 5 00 
Tobacco Laborers Protective, 6043 5 00 
eeeres EMOr CNM GANG ca cccescasteads nasasisineceveces 10 00 

31—Federal Labor Union 6403, Hamilton, Ohio ............... I 00 

Feb. 1—Expressmen’s Protective Union, 6467 .........ceeeeececes 2 00 

2—Pattern Makers Association, Pittsburg, Pa. ...............- 5 00 

G—-Heatremieey:  FivGueets.. GaOG. | oo ios cs costs ncascccedecveesces 5 00 

8—Silver and Bisque Warehouse Ladies Federal Labor Union 

WN cote be ae bwesscee nd aaetee Avkeeted Cheeni nee s 2 00 
Glost Burnishers Protective Union 6234 ...........---000: 5 00 

11 derated Trades Council, Milwaukee ................40.. 25 00 

12—Theatrical Brotherhood, St. Louis ..........ccccccecseces 5 00 

sa—Tewnk Bakers PYOtMGCtive, GAGs oases cccsccccccecsvicvcees 2 00 

$4 FO. Ve maeeily. NOUMONE IN, We cucencctecantndesccoanvedes 2 20 
Cloak Makers Union, Baltimore, Md. ..........0eceeeeees 5 00 

16—Stove Moulders Art. and Ben. Union, St. Louis .......... 2 00 
EE CO, SOB ob wrececcés tecceveruesussasves 10 00 


18—Coal Handlers Protective Union, 6263 .........e.seeeeees 
23—Can Solderers Protective Union, 6153 ......cseccscccccees 
27—Cotton and Mule sna pee New Bedford, Mass. 
Mar. 1—Tailors’ Union, 212 





CBoomumn 
4 





Street Railway tieien. " Spokane, as 00 

Card Machine Operators, Worcester, Mass. aeehirns &deeGeS 75 
5—Central Labor Union, Louisville, Ky. .........cscececees 60 00 
8—Tobacco Wrappers and Pe MONE otieevnscckescciancas 10 00 

5G-—E  CR SSE ga ritc a pe Ct awnetdhecevens namotens 15 00 

Sp nee. WRIOM TIA idk c.ccunccnctecwacescawcneee 17 00 
April 8-—Columbia River Fishermen’s 30 00 
26—Trades Council, Paducah, Ky. 20 00 
May o9—Carriage and Wagon Workers Union, 30...........eeeeee: 10 00 
31—United Standard Engineers, 5608 ...........eceeceeceeees 3 00 
WOMEN 65 dc cew Coes Raed eben (Kee euaaee eawennnnd $ 644 81 


(The total amount contributed to the Deb’s fund this year and last was $1,386.41.) 


While we cannot report any great apparent gains in the field of labor during the past 
year, the agitation and education that is progressing along economic lines is particularly notice- 
able. The constant attack upon things as they are is telling, and the forces of labor are con- 
tinually being augmented by recruits from other fields than its own, but whose interests are the 
same. The ranks of the dissatisfied are swelling from year to year. The term “labor agitator’’ is 
no longer a mark of opprobrium in the mouth of the idler and sycophant. Books of our kind are 
increasing. Pamphlets and newspaper columns treat of the all-important problem, the equitable 
distribution of labor’s product. We have drawn on the pen of the novelist and student in almost 
all classes, and the editorial! pen generally has suffered a change. As yet we are in the minority, 
it is true, but an active and intelligent minority is better than an ignorant, lethargic majority at 
any time. Having done as much against the greatest of odds, what can we not do with greater 
and increasing facilities? The future is ours, and the immediate must be devoted to education 
along the same lines. We cannot and do not expect any radical, benificent changes to-day. We 
cannot hope for purity in influential places while ignorance can be molded like clay at the bottom. 
Our plan is to Sea the clouds and let the light enter. And while doing this let us hold fast 
to that which we have in the industrial field, by building up our trades unions in all ways and 
striking a blow wherever possible; and if meeting with occasional defeat let us bear it manfully, 
remembering there*is another day before us to try again, until finally constant dropping wears 
away the stone. And no matter ‘what plans we may devise, political or otherwise, when promot- 
ing them as best we may, let us cling steadfast to our trade unions, born in adversity, the growth 
of experience, beyond the days of experiment, and which have already done so much for us. 

There are many theories advanced for the solution of the labor problem, all with good intent 
and some with merit. But it is a problem which cannot be solved in a day nor in a lifetime. We 
know the evils are fundamental, are deeply, firmly rooted, that they are strongly protected with 
all the force that possession gives, that wealth and a blinded self-interest can command. We may 
rely upon it the favored will not be dislodged without a long and bitter struggle. Admitting this, 
as we must, shall we give up those weapons with which we now combat, even if they be but 
minor in effect, to take up that which, while promising and aiming at much, we know cannot 
beget results but in the far distant future. Common sense would dictate a negative answer; 
would say, teach fundamental principles and truth by all means, making sure that it is truth, 
but do not unnecessarily sacrifice your present advantage to do it. Strive for greater ends 
surely, in the future, but in the meantime get what you can in the present. Get to Heaven if 
you will, but do not commit suicide in the attempt. We are not aiming at any particular “ism,” 
but all of them. Most of us are ‘“‘ismites,” and that is why we know we must hold fast to our 
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old methods while preparing for the new. And these old methods, the strike, the boycott, 
legislative tinkering, we all know do not go to the roots, are not correct in principle, and are 
not lasting in effect. They may not bind the future, but they do grasp something in the present. 
We strike because we thus get higher wages, less hours, greater independence; we boycott when 
the strike fails, and we tinker with the law because we know it is easier to amend or pass a new 
law than to abolish the old. We ardently hope for that golden era which will give us six hours 
per day, but meantime we will strike for eight; we pray for the day when children need not 
work in factories, but meantime we will enact laws to keep them out; we would invite the popu- 
lation of the world to our shores, but just at present we will bar the sweater and the padrone; 
we will follow principle at great personal loss, but when that loss is vital, we will adopt expedient, 
well knowing that expediency oftentimes saves the principle itself. 

e know there can be no permanent relief, while absolute necessities are monopolized, while 
we pete exchange our limited production without paying costly tribute for the exchange 
medium, while judges make laws and politicians corrupt and despoil, while our fellow worker 
allow themselves to be used as tools to defeat their brothers, to be led like sheep to the 





slaughter. All this we know, and more. We know the*teachings of history, that the march 
of reform against ignorance, apathy and wrong, is not only slow, but doubtful, often ending in 
revolution. Knowing this, we are willing to be classed as pure, but perhaps not so simple as 


we appear, and we naturally hesitate to turn our union halls into wardrooms. You cannot vote a 
label onto a cigar-box, adjust a scale Of prices to a type-setting machine by state arbitration, 
or turn down a tyrannical taskmaster by statute. But all this we have done, can and will do 
again by our old-fashioned, weather-heaten tried and true trade union. The time may come 
when we can rely on other forces, but the youngest inhabitant will not live to see it. One or 
the other of the old political parties can roll up ballot majorities of tens of thousands almost 
where they will, and what do they offer us? When this great power shows signs of weakening, 
and it becomes possible to divide and conquer, then the trade union might be asked to pay les: 
attention to striking and more to balleting, but not now. 

There is much said today of the rapid march of invention, of the inroads that are being 
made into our handicrafts and the consequent reduction of opportunities of employment, and 
the question very naturally arises, what are we to do with the machine. There are those who 
affect to treat lightly the money problem, the rent problem, and other evils fostered by the 
government; who say it is the machine that must be controlled; or, all three of these are 
grouped under the term “capital,’’ and relief is not possible, it is said, until complete monopoly 
is instituted by the state. Such a view is quite natural, under the circumstances, when the 
actual causes are hidden from view by custom, prejudice, and law; but to say that this is the 
only way out is open to question, aside from the consideration of practicability. The later-day 
machine is an important factor in production without doubt, but it is not an absolute necessity. 
It is sad to relate, from the standpoint of social progress, that if all the type-setting machines 
that were ever made were discarded tomorrow, it would be a blessing instead of an injury to 
the community. I believe one can safely say that every machine that is protected by patent is 
evil to the interests of society at large, while every one that is not is an aid. The printer is 
hemmed in by patents on all sides; patents on type-setting machines, printing presses, telegraph, 
telephone, typewriters, news companies and delivery privileges, etc., and when he is thrown 
out of employment by their influences he finds the gifts of nature, the earth, the forests, its 
mines and minerals patented, closed against him, and his only outlet the common highway. 
*atents are the sinews of monopoly Remove these restrictions and the workingmen will suc- 
ceed and prosper where we now find failure and destitution. To say that the state must own 
the machine, in order that the producer will not be unjustly dealt with, is equivalent to saying 
that the more the individual produces, and consequently the easier it is for him to meet the 
struggle for life, the greater is his need of protection. The stronger a man becomes the greater 

















is his danger, which is absurd on its face. With an abolition of legal monopoly the increased 
product of all would accrue equitably to the benefit of all, according to effort, not, as at present, 
be derived by a few to the disadv: antage of the mass. If any particular branch of labor is 


lightened by machinery, the product is correspondingly cheapened, and it requires less of other 
products to exchange, which means a reduction in hours of labor of all concerned as well 
as greater consumption and increased comfort. Under free conditions the machine labor 
could not demand more than its effort, because other labor would supplant it, and thus would 
values exchange at cost with profit to all. This economic and just law cannot operate today 
because of statute law. It is with evils of this kind that the trade unions battle. It is in 
this wise that we are deprived of a natural and gre adual reduction in the hours of labor and =< 
constantly rising wage, in proportion to our own increasing abilities. It is for this reason we 
are compelled to resort to the barbaric weapons of the strike and the boycott, to harmonize or 
artificially adapt our powers and wants to the restriction of opportunity. And the trade union, 
while it thus struggles with the present, not only should, but must discover the cause of its 
dilemma, must educate, never ceasing, in our meetings, in our press, in our clubs, our work- 
shops and our homes. Educate ourselves that we may educate others, that great restriction 
and invasion may be stopped in a thousand age so that we may discard it in a few. And in 
this work we justly ask the co-operation of all good citizens. Our interests are their interests. 
Society as a whole cannot prosper while a Bak section of it is discontented and abused. And 
it is not the uinaaien alone that suffers. We are not the only class that, with limited re- 
sources, cannot make both ends meet. The blight of restriction and monopoly falls as well upon 
the men of business and profession, but very few of them, we are sorry to say, devote as much, 
or near it, as does the workingman to throw off the burden. Yes, we may well feel proud of our 
position, and we say to our fellow sufferers in other pursuits, that, if they will not join with us, 
they at least refrain from criticism. ‘The man who never does anything has no right to criticise 
the occasional mistakes of him who tries As a general rule, unions of business men are formed, 
among other things, to fight the unions of trades, instead of turning attention to the common 
enemy. 
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We are assembled here for a plain purpose, the betterment of our members and their 
families, their social and industrial interests, as well as the advancement of society and right- 
eousness in general. And we will address ourselves to the all important subject as we have 
always done, in plain words. There will be no cant or hypocrisy in this gathering to gain 
public support at the expense of truth and principle. We will speak our thoughts as they come, 
free from the baneful influences of our daily industrial surroundings. There will be no toadying to 
newspapers, state or church. We have gone past the days of our infancy and explanation. We 
opine, criticise, applaud or denounce in words of confidence, born of knowledge based on fact. 
We need no theory, no imagination, no scholar, no doctrinaire, to tell us how we live, where 
we live; that we are often unemployed and when employed fraudulently and by force, under 
cover of statute law and otherwise defrauded of our earnings. We need no statisticians nor 
commissions to tell us that aflluence and waste at the top rest upon a base of poverty and 
misery below, regardless of studied and interesting efforts at veneering. Fine words and fine 
feathers may be good to look at, but they cannot change law. All the tales of prosperity that 
were ever written, all the prayerful offerings of bell and cap, all the songs of glory that were 
ever sung and all the patriotism that was ever canted, all the good that was ever prostituted 
for an ignoble, dollar-getting purpose, cannot convince or appease one hungry stomach. What 
a sight it is to see the heroism, the nobility, the greatness of the men who fought and died 
for freedom in America and elsewhere, made use of by enemies of freedom to gain security 
to exploit their neighbors. The two elements are as divergent in act and feeling as they are 
distant in time, as white is to black 

We cannot be too severe on those who attempt to deceive the people by such methods, who 
preach law and order for revenue only and while they violate, whose chief desire is to create a 
binding chain of reference, awe and superstition for institutions and things as they are, under 
cover of name of loyalty, so that workingmen will not only chain themselves, but prevent others 
from interfering. 

In closing I would add: We assemble here from almost all sections of the country, meeting 
today, parting tomorrow, many of us never see each other again. In discussing the many matters 
that will come before us, let us at all times respect each other’s intentions, no matter how 
wide the divergence; and when in the heat of debate our feelings would master us, let us 
recall the importance, the sancity of the great cause in which we labor as brothers, with mutual 
aspirations and equal purity of motive, no matter what our method and ideas. Let us remember 
that we are engaged in humanity’s battle, for truth and right, that equity may prevail between 
man and man. Let us practice what we preach right here, ever mindful of the rights of our 
fellows, so that our actions will be an example and an encouragement to the thousands who 
are with us in spirit if not in person, and who are eagerly watching and hoping for the best and 
success of our deliberations during this Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 





AUG. McCRAITH, Secretary of the A. F. of L. 
Delegate Garland moved that the report of Father Ducey were present. It was voted 
the Secretary be referred to the proper com- that they be accorded a seat on the platform, 
mittee. Carried. and Delegates Gompers and Kenehan escorted 
The Chair mentioned that John Swinton and them forward. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
New York, November 1, 1895. 

Brothers—At the close of another year as Treasurer of the American Federation of Labor, I 
have the honor of submitting to you my report. I trust that my performance of the duties of 
the office may meet your approval, and I most sincerely desire that the work of the Fifteenth 
Convention may he more beneficial to the cause of trade unionism than has been any previous 
session. I believe more firmly than ever that the trade unions must solve the labor question in 
all its phases, and should receive at our hands a more devoted and untiring support than we have 
ever given. 

While the financial standing of the A. F. of L,. for the year has not been quite equal to 
previous years, the cause thereof is so manifestly the great industrial panic, from which we are 
just beginning to emerge, that I believe we can congratulate ourselves on being able to make as 
good a showing as the figures following indicate. 
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INCOME. 
1894. 


Nov. 1, Bal. in hands of Treasurer..$ 5,191 79 


Nov. 30, Rec’d of Sec. Chris Evans. ,1,275 61 
Dec. 31, Rec’d of Sec. Chris Evans. 1,810 42 
1895. 

Jan. 31, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 838 06 
Feb. 28, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 478 60 
Mar. 31, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 1,089 78 
Apr. 30, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 1,156 26 
May 31, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 1,096 12 
June 30, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 828 85 
July 31, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 850 87 
Aug. 31, Rece’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 821 95 
Sept. 30, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 1,170 17 
Oct. 31, Rec’d of Sec. A. McCraith. 2,335 06 
SE GUO oneskce. sxcsenees $18,943 54 
Total income....... oe 


Total expenses........ 


Nov. 1, Bal. in hands of Treasurer..$ 2,331 12 
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EXPENSES. 

1894. 
Nov. 30, Paid Warrants 250-283....$ 1,024 71 
Dec. 31, Paid Warrants 284-338.... 2,739 10 

1895. 
Jan. 31, Paid Warrants 339-419.... 3,174 80 
Feb. 18, Paid Warrant *451 1,000 00 
Feb. 28, Paid Warrants 420-450.... 1,342 42 
Mar. 31, Paid Warrants 452-483.... 973 44 
Apr. 30, Paid Warrants 484-513.... 842 58 
May 31, Paid Warrants 514-543.... 809 20 
June 3q, Paid Warrants 545-569... 797 41 
July 31, Paid Warrants 570-592.... 631 80 
Aug. 31, Paid Warrants 593-618.... 1,338 98 
Sept. 30, Paid Warrants 619-643.... 790 54 
Oct. 31, Paid Warrants 644-673.... 1,147 44 
Tole) GUPORAEB. .6006. cvece' .- $16,612 42 

‘3. bétnesehen $18,943 54 


16,612 42 


*Warrant 451 of $1,000, entered in above report, Feb. 18, was by order of the Executive 
Council turned over to Secretary McCraith, to pay current expenses, and remains an asset of 


the A. F. of L. 
Jov. I, 


Total balance.......... 


Referred to committee. 

John Swinton was then introduced 
spoke at length on the matters affecting labor, 
giving a synopsis of the work done by trade 
and England during 
He the time 
present industrial chaos 
the 
accomplishment of 


proper 
and 


unions both in America 


half 


would come 


the past century. hoped 
the 
supplanted by 
monwealth. The 
labor during the past was the fact of organi- 
zation in spite of very unfair conditions and 
treatment. The every work- 
man was now needed to meet the enemy with- 


when 


would be American com- 


greatest 


co-operation of 


out flinching, marching to the music of union. 


The danger is unprecedented. Organization 


must be advanced and maintained. There was 
far less need of it 50 years ago; when he 
was a boy there was employment for every 
industrious American. Fifty years ago land 


was free, and there were 160 acres available 
for the unsuited, offering him a choice. Social 
and _ industrial had changed. An- 
other accomplishment of organized labor was 
that of the right to strike against wrong. 


The action of President Cleveland in sending 


conditions 


Balance in hands of Treasurer.... 
Nov. 1, Balance in hands of Secretary...... 


$2,331 12 
1,000 00 


(hasreebee &6eCSeORA $3,331 12 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 


federal troops to Chicago to browbeat strikers 
Our militia also had become 
now 


was unspeakable. 
the infamous tool of monopoly, and was 
industriously engaged in destroying what was 
left of We had earned 
the right to strike at our own peril, which was 
something, and the strangest thing of all was 
notwithstanding 
that tons of argument against strikes had been 


our bogus republic. 


that no amount of preaching 


written, we did not seem to stop it, and strikes 
There were more last year 
The strike 
was a weapon by which many points had been 


go on unceasingly. 
than any previous year since 1887. 


gained and society bettered. To establish the 
inalienable right to strike, to strike when 
struck, is advancement. Organization and 
strikes had increased wages, reduced hours, 
sent the child to school, improved factory con- 
ditions and created sanitary laws, If there 
were no trade union capital would ride un- 


bridled. More light to its head; more power to 
its arm; more energy to its movement. Times 
had changed. How 
is the trade union to deal with the arrogance 
of corporation and wealth, the railway trust, 


Can we meet the change? 
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the sugar trust, the militia, and 
What shall be the 
What is to be the doom 
of labor at the dawn of the twentieth century? 


the oil trust, 
all. such evil institutions? 
methods employed? 


He would sound the alarm. It is for us 
to consider the impending danger, and if other 
means and methods are required hasten to 
them. We 


to assert our 


embrace had all the power needed 
rights. 

The address was well received. 

Ducey then addressed the Conven- 
tion at considerable length, and was frequently 
interrupted by of applause. What 
Mr. Swinton said was perfectly true. He who 
dares to right 
nounced as a socialist, an anarchist; he who 


Father 
outbursts 


speak on the side, was de- 
speaks on the wrong side is a petted child of 
society. Yet he was 
many cultivated 
with the workers. ‘‘The poor ye always have 
with you,” was the maxim of society, while for- 
tunes were built with the blood money of the 
There is enough to feed all, to permit the 


glad to say there are 


minds who think and feel 


poor. 
individual to feel his manhood, and not depend 
upon almsgiving from any source. Man needs 
food, 
intended 
economic 


shelter, clothing, and Almighty God never 
that he without it. The 
question was one of mercy, and we 


should be 
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should gather into the fold all possible forces. 
The country would be served by such a uni- 
fication. 

When Cardinal Gibbons succeeded in sending 
out to the world his statement regarding mem- 
bership in the Knights of Labor, 
made of it. The setting of the working people 
against each other. We are told that the peo- 
ridden; but when prac- 
foregoing are instituted, the 
by the same people, is a 
He wished there were more 
world like 


what use was 


ple are priest such 
tices as the 
church, it is said, 
great moral force. 
speaking Catholic 


Manning. 


in the English 
the deceased Cardinal 

Delegate Garland moved that a rising vote 
of thanks be tendered to John Swinton and 
Father Ducey for the able and sympathetic ad- 
dresses which they had delivered. 

Carried. 

Delegate Gompers mentioned the mass meet- 
ing in Cooper Union and gave a list of the 
speakers billed for the occasion. 

Delegate Kenehan moved that Mr. 
printed in the American 


Swinton’s 
address be Federa- 
tionist. 

Moved to adjourn to 9:00 o’clock the follow- 
ing morning; amended and carried to meet 


at 9:30. Adjourned at 5:15 P. M. 


SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


Tuesday, December 10, 1895. 
Convention called to order at 9:45. 
Sergeant- 
proprietor of 


Delegate Lennon moved that the 


at-arms be instructed to see the 
the hall and secure proper heating. 
reported that the matter 


would be attended to. 


Sergeant-at-arms 


The Committee on Rules and Order of Busi- 


ness reported as follows: 


beg leave to 


We, your Committee on Rules, 
following 


submit for your consideration the 
rules to govern this Convention: 

Rule 1. This Convention shall be called to 
order at 9 A. M., adjourn at 12:30 P. M., to 
reassemble at 2 P. M., and to continue in 
session until 5 o’clock P. M 

Rule 2. Every delegate, when he rises to 
speak, shall respectfully address the Chair. 
While speaking he shall confine himself to the 
question. 

Rule 3. Should two or more members rise to 
speak at the same time the chair shall decide 
who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt another 
in his remarks, unless it be to call him to 
order. 


Rule 5. If a delegate, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall, at the request of the 
Chair, take his seat until the question of order 
is pM when, if permitted, he may pro- 
ceed again. 

Rule 6. A delegate shall not speak more than 
once upon the same subject or question, until 
all who wish to speak have had an opportunity 
to do_so, nor more than twice without permis- 
sion from the house, nor any longer than five 
minutes at one time without permission. 

Rule 7. A question shall not be subject to 
debate until it has been seconded and stated 
from the chair and it shall be reduced to writ- 
ing at the request of any member. 

Rule 8. When a question is before the house, 
no motion shall be in order, except to adjourn, 
to refer, for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain time, to 
divide or amend, which motions shall severally 
have precedence in the order herein named. 

Rule 9. A motion to lay on the table shall be 
put without debate. 

Rule 10. A motion for a reconsideration shall 
not be received unless made by a delegate who 


voted in the majority, and shall require a 
majority vote. 
Rule 11. Any delegate who may not be pres- 


ent to answer his name at roll call shall be 
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marked absent by the Secretary. But in 
the event of being unavoidably absent shall 
have the privilege of reporting to the Secretary. 


Rule 12. The previous question can only be 
put when called for by at least ten delegates. 

Rule 13. All questions not herein provided 
for shall be decided according to Cushing’s 
Manual. 


Rule 14. That before a resolution is received 
by the Chair and sent to the Committee on 
Resolutions it shall bear the signature of the 
delegate introducing it, with the title of his 
union. 

Rule 15. No motion or resolution shall be 
finally passed without opportunity to speak 
is afforded the person making or introducing 
the same. 

Rule 16. That no resolution be received after 
Thursday’s session without unanimous consent. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Roll call of officers and delegates. 
Reading minutes of previous session. 
Report of Committee on Credentials. 
Reports of Officers. 
Reports or regular committees. 
Reports of special committees. 
Unfinished business. 
New business. 
_ —— and installation of Officers. 

10. Good of the Federation. 

11. Adjournment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. HIGGINS, Chairman. 
N. J. SVINDSE TH, 
FRANK W. LEI 

JAS. O’CONNE L “ee Sec’y 

Delegate Klapetsky moved to amend the time 
limit on presenting resolutions by striking out 
Thursday and inserting Friday. Seconded by 
Delegate Mahon. 


ett eur ahah 


Opposed by Delegates O’Connell, Kenehan 
and Duncan. Lost. 

Delegate PBraunschweiger moved to strike 
out the word ‘unanimous,’ on the acceptance 
of resolutions after Thursday. No action taken. 

Delegate Barnes moved to strike out the 
word “‘five”’ in Rule 6, and insert ‘‘ten.” 

Delegate Lennon moved to insert 9:30 in- 
stead of 9 for hour of meeting, and 5:30 in- 
stead of 5 for hour of closing. Carried. 

Delegate Barnes renewed his motion on time 
limit of speaking. Opposed by Delegate Line 
han. Lost. 

Delegate .Junio moved to amend that no 
person not a member of the Convention be per 
mitted to address it except by unanimous con 
sent. No action taken. 

Delegate I,inehan moved that the report of 
the committee be adopted entire as amended. 
Carried. 

The Credential Committee reported as fol- 
lows: 


To the Officers and Members: 
Your committee desires to report on the 
Brass and Composition Metal Workers the fol- 


lowing: We recommend the seating of E. J. 
Lynch of the above association and recommend 
that the incoming Executive Board use their 
best endeavors to bring about harmony among 
the members of the organizations of this craft. 
Your committee, in regard to the protest 
raised by J. McKinney against the seating 
of J. H. Sullivan, of Painters and Decorators 
of America, respectfully report that owing to 
the Executive Board having acted upon the 
matter and decided against the organization 
represented by V. McKinney, we therefore 
recommend the seating of J. H. Sullivan. 
We have also examined the credentials of 
W. C. Hollister, of Federal Labor Union 6257, 
of Chicago, and recommend that he be seated. 





Your committee having considered the pro- 

est against the credentials of the National 
lon Workmen, are of the opinion that the 
said protest is frivolous and recommend that 
the delegates be seated. 

We have examined the credentials of J. Wid- 
dowfield, M. J. Keough and J. F. Valentine, 
representing the Iron Moulders Union of 
North America, with 120 votes, and recom- 
mend that they be seated. 

T. J. ELDERKIN, 

T. ¥. TRAC EY, 

D. P. ROWLAND, 
WILLIAM MAILLY, 
JOHN WHITE. 

Delegate Linehan moved that the report of 
the Committee on Credentials on Painters and 
Brewers Unions be laid over until the report 
of the Executive Council be made. 

The President suggested that we receive re- 
port of the Executive Council. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


To the Members of the Fifteenth Annual Con- 

vention: , 

Fellow Workers—Your Executive Council 
would report as follows on the most important 
items that have commanded its attention: 

Among the many matters referred by the 
Denver Convention were: The disagreement 
existing in the Brotherhood of Painters and 
Decorators’ Union, and in the Brewers’ Na- 
tional Union. 

The Painters’ Union had two national heads 

one located in Baltimore, Md., and another 
in Lafayette, Ind. The split originated in 
their convention in Buffalo. To heal_ the 
breach, a second convention was called in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and the proceedings of the 
former convention were there declared null and 
void. The great majority of the painters abided 
by the action of the Cleveland convention; a 
minority refused. and 5 pr in supporting 
the rival headquarters at Lafayette. 

The Executive Council sought to bring both 
parties together, and failing in this, was com- 
pelled to render a decision as to which should 
be recognized by organized labor. It decided 
in harmony with the action of the Cleveland 
convention, and we are pleased to say the de- 
cision has been accepted by the great majority 
of painters and affiliated bodies without ques- 
tion. According to last reports, the breach was 
rapidly closing up, and we have reason to be- 
lieve that ere long the painters will again be 
gathered under one common head, presenting 
a united front to the common enemy. 
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The United Brewery Workmen, affiliated 
with the A. F. of L., is also affiliated with 
the Knights of Labor, and is known in the 
latter as National Leer Assembly No. 35. 
One of its locals, No. of Chicago, had re- 
fused to pay ass pane § claiming the sum 
collected would be used to hold up the Knights 
of Labor, to which they were unalterably op- 
posed, At the Rear Convention we were 
called upon to discipline No. 18, and compel 
the Chicago Trades Assembly to expel them 
from their midst, or stand suspended from the 
A. F. of L. At the April meeting of the coun- 
cil in Indianapolis, representatives of both 
sides were heard. It was also shown at that 
time that the national union had attempted to 
coerce the two local unions in Boston into 
joining the K. of I, The council voted that 
while the assessment on Local 18, of Chicago, 
was regularly levied, it would refuse to support 
the national union in this instance, unless it 
withdrew from the K. of L. The council was 
also asked by the United Brewery Workmen 
to place a boycott upon 16 out of 17 breweries 
in agg Co., Pa. The council did not be- 
lieve the facts presented warranted such action, 
and also believed that the feat was an impos- 
sibility, and as the K. of L. was also involved 
in the issue, refused to endorse the boycott. To 
this the national union demurred, and attacked 
the council in its boycotting publications. 
Thereupon the United Labor League of West- 
ern Pennsylvania, one of the largest and 
strongest central bodies in the country, was 
asked to investigate and pass upon the matter, 
the breweries being located in its jurisdiction, 
This organization subsequently reported there 
was not a single scab brewery in Allegheny 
county. 

A protest was also entered at the Denver 
Convention against the legality of the Belville 
convention of the Illinois State Branch, and 
documents were presented purporting to show 
that said convention was composed of bogus 
delegates. This matter was also referred to 
the Executive Council, which gave a hearing 
to the President and Secretary of the Illinois 
State Branch in rebuttal. After mature delib- 
eration, it was found there was no foundation 
for the charges, and the case was dismissed. 

Complaint was made by a local union of 
Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice Workers in New 
York City, that the Tin, Sheet Iron and Cor- 
nice Workers’ national union had chartered a 
union of “‘scabs”’ in said city. The matter was 
referred by the Convention to your Executive 
Council, who found that the statement as made 
was true, and so notified the national union, 
who refused to take cognizance of the situa- 
tion, claiming that they were not sufficiently 
heard in the matter, The case was again dis- 
cussed in Indianapolis, the executive board of 
the T. S. I. & C. W. being present. An investi- 
gation was subsequently made by the T. 5. 1. & 
, and a decision rendered, that the 
offending local, No. 102, must expel four of 
its members, which was done. 

The dispute between the two central bodies 
of T,ouisville, Ky., was also referred by the 
Convention, and we are pleased to say was 
amicably adjusted, both bodies merging into 
one. 

The resolutions adopted by the Denver Con- 
vention on the subject of national bond issues, 
the refunding of the debt of the Union and 
Central Pacific roads, the removal of the 
Columbia river fish traps, on the remonetiza- 















tion of silver, the Phillips bill, the regulation 
of railway rates, land monopoly, compulsory 
arbitration, the Baltimore plan of a medium 
of exchange, on contract immigration, contract 
labor on public works, on the Jefferson Borden 
mutineers, and other matters have all been 
forwarded to the proper parties in the National 
Congress and elsewhere. 

During the year your Executive Council has 
been called upon to interfere in matters in 
dispute between unions and proprietors on 
many occasions, and its efforts have met with 
considerable success in some cases, and failing 
in others, as might be expected. 

We are pleased to report that the long-stand- 
ing difficulty between the International Typo- 
6 ge Union and the firm of Rand, Me- 

Nally & Co., of Chicago, has been settled to 
the satisfaction of all parties. Another disa- 
greement of the same kind between the same 
union and the Werner Printing Company, of 
Akron, Ohio, and which struggle embraced no 
less than the entire country ‘as well as parts 
of Europe, has happily reached a satisfactory 
end. Both firms employ henceforth none but 
union printers. The Typographical union has 
also won a number of smaller boycotts. 


The Denver Convention recommended a 
boycott on the Armour Packing Company, of 
Kansas City, at the solicitation of Beef Boners 
Union No. 6151, but the boycott when once de- 
clared was speedily lifted and all parties con- 
cerned satisfied. 

Another struggle lasting nearly three years 
was that of the Boot and Shoe Workers Union 
against the Crawford Shoe Company, which at 
last was brought to a successful termination in 
a victory for this organization. 

The Glendale Fabric Company has also been 
unionized and the boycott lifted. 

The Chicago Convention placed a boycott on 
the Denver Tabor Opera House. The matter 
has been settled, after active work on the part 
of the unions of that city, and the boycott 
lifted. 

The Western Wheel Bicycle Co. reached 
satisfactory conclusions with the Metal Polish- 
ers’ National Union and the boycott was re- 
moved. 








The boycott levied by Flour Packers and 
Nailers Union No. 6348 on the Washburn- 
Crosby Co’s flour, Minneapolis, was also re- 
moved. 

The Swift Packing Co. of Kansas City, 
Kan., incurred the ill will of organized labor, 
a boycott was levied, vigorously pushed and 
victory speedily achieved. 

A number of lesser battles have been fought 
and won without any special notoriety by our 
local unions in many cities. 

At the solicitation of the Garment Work 
ers National Union a boycott has recently been 
declared against the clothiers of Rochester, N. 
Y You will learn the particulars of this 
great struggle from the members of this or- 
ganization in the course of your proceedings, 
and we bespeak for them a hearty and active 
support now and in the days to come. 

Other concerns that have earned the dis- 
pleasure of organized labor are: The Royal 
Mantel and Furniture Co. of Rockport, II. 
the Imperial’ Mill Co., Duluth, Minn.; W 
Kidder & Son Milling Co., Terre Haute, Ind 
Jos. Biefield and Siegel and Bros., Chicago; 
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. W. Losse Tailoring Co., St. Louis; Amer- 
ican Biscuit Co., Boston Pilot and Republic; 
Hopedale Manufacturing Co, A. F. Smith 
Shoe Co.,Lynn, Mass., United States Baking 


Co.; - Hamilton-Brown Shoe Co., St. Louis; 
Daube, Cohen & Co., Chicago; Mesker Bros. 
St. Louis; Clement, Bane & Co., Chicago; 
Hackett, Carhart & Co., New York; Buffalo 
Barrels, pene Ky.; Derby Bicycle Co., 
State Prison, Jackson, Mich. 


In accordance with instructions of the Den- 
ver convention strong efforts have been put 
forth to unionize the Arena Publishing Co. of 
Boston. Correspondence was had with the 
concern, couched in the most friendly manner. 
Failing in this, the matter was again consid- 
ered by your executive council at its April 
meeting. It was then decided that a mem- 
ber of the council while passing through that 
city should visit the concern in person, failing 
in this a boycott to be declared. The concern 

was so visited and promises were given which 
promoted a_ reasonable hope of settlement. 

time passed, however, the delays of corre- 
spondence were patiently endured, the matter 
still remains unsettled, and we feel at last com- 
=— to declare the Arena Publishing Co, un- 
air. 


The Tobacco Workers national union, the 
Carriage Workers national union and_ the 
Collar, Cuff and Shirt Workers of Troy is- 


sued labels during the year and received the 
endorsement of the council. 

In the course of the year, as you all know, 
serious charges were preferred against our 
President in connection with the A.R.U. strike. 
The matter was thoroughly considered by your 
Council at its April meeting and one of our 
members was deputized to repair to Columbus, 
O., and in conjunction with the central body 
of that city make a complete investigation. 
Subsequently said member reported as follows, 
which was adopted by the council: 

New York, Dec. 9, 1895. 

As per instructions of the Executive Coun- 
cil, I visited Columbus, O., and made investi- 
gation of the charges preferred by Mark Wild 
against John McBride, President of the A. F. 
of L. We had two all day sessions, May 
8-9, 1895, of the committee of the Trades As- 
sembly of Columbus, O., to whom the charges 
had been referred. The committee had _ sev- 
eral sessions prior to my, visit, and since then. 

3ut at no time did Mark Wild appear before 
the committee to substantiate his charges. Nor 

was there any evidence offered of a definite 
and conclusive character to show that John 
McBride had betrayed the interest of organized 


labor or been guilty of corrupt practices, as 
alleged by Mark Wild and others. 
P, McGUIRE. 
The Brotherhood of Brass Workers, the 


Metal Polishers international union and the 
United Brass Workers (formerly K. of L.) 
met in Detroit, July 4, 1895, for purpose of 
amalgamation, The project failed, but the 
3rotherhood of Brass Workers (then char- 
tered by the A. F. of LL.) and the United 
Brass Workers merged into one body. The 
latter was also composed of metal workers. The 
Brotherhood then asked that its charter name 
be changed to ‘Brass and Composition Metal 
Workers, Polishers and Buffers.”’ To this the 
Metal Polishers international union objected, 
claiming that they should have complete jur- 
isdiction over metal workers. Your executive 
council endeavored to bring both parties to- 


gether, but failed, and deeming it inadvisable 
to keep the organization outside our fold, es- 
pecially as N. T. A. 252 had left the K. of | 
with the understanding that they would be 
welcomed by us, it was decided to allow the 
change in the name of the charter. 

Efforts have been made to secure a pardon 
or Messrs. Dempsey and Beatty, imprisoned 
Homestead men. The board of pardons of 
Pennsylvania has not vet reported, but we 
have every reason to believe the result will 
be favorable. The families of these men are 
in destitute circumstances. Members of our 
organization have done what they could to aid 
them. We believe that something should be 
done for them by this convention. The situa- 
tion is urgent. We therefore recommend that 


$20 per month for six months be donated to 
each family, the first payment to be made 
for the current month. 

The Trades and Labor Assembly of St. 


Louis asked that the charter of the Musicians’ 
Mutual Benefit Association No. 5579 be re- 
voked, this organization having refused to 
strike to support the Theatrical Stages Em- 
ployees. The musicians claimed they had 
signed contracts which could not be broken 
Your Executive Council has rendered the fol- 
lowing decision: 

WHEREAS, While it is a fundamental prin- 
ciple of unionism that one organization should 
support another to the utmost extent of its 
ability, the A. F. of I. has always acknowl- 
edged self-government on the part of affiliated 


bodies; therefore 
RESOLVED, That no central body or state 
federation affiliated with the A. F. of L. 


shall have the right to expel or suspend the 
delegates of any local or national union for 


refusing to violate a contract existing with 
their employers. 
RESOLVED, That in the trouble between 


Louis central body and the Musicians, 
to withdraw the Musicians’ charter, 
because the constitutional autonomy accorded 
affiliated bodies prohibits them from interfer- 
ing with bona fide contracts of local unions. 

Through a combination of unfortunate cir- 
cumstances, no provision was made by the 
trade unions of , Washington, D.. C., Sor the 
advent of John Burns into that city last year, 
and the full burden fell upon the local Print- 
ers Union who subsequently applied to us for 
relief. After thoroughly investigating the mat- 
ter, we would recommend that one half the 
expenses be paid, close on to $100. 

A number of other minor matters were at- 
tended to by your council, which it is not 
necessary to recite. 


the St. 
we refuse 


The council has deemed it advisable to pre- 
vent dual representation, to pass the following 
amendment to the constitution: “That no cer- 
tificate of affiliation be granted to federal labor 
unions to be in whole, or in part, composed Oo 
members of existing trade unions.” In order 
that this might not interfere with organizations 
for educational purposes, the Social Reform 
Club charter, as recommended at last con- 
vention, is offered to those who wish to so 
organize in lieu of a federal labor union 
charter. No action was taken by the council 
regarding federal labor unions of the kind re- 
ferred to already in existence. 


As you know, the members of the council 
are widely separated, ranging from Phila- 
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delphia to Denver, and traveling and other de- 
tails make our meetings somewhat expensive, 
so that we have not met as often as we should 
have desired, but we have been in constant 
communication at all times. A preliminary 
meeting of some of our members was held in 
Denver at the close of the convention; another 
was held in New York in January and another 
in Indianapolis in April. Our total expenses 
amounted to $378.25. 

Our actions have been reported in detail in 
the columns of the American Federationist, 
We have endeavored to deal with all matters 
coming before us fairly, impartially and to the 
best of our ability, and we trust our steward- 
ship will receive the endorsement of this Con- 
vention. The year has been a hard one gen- 
erally, but the future is promising, and we 
trust that whoever our successors may be that 
they will be able to reap a better harvest to 
the greater benefit and credit of our grand 
organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN McBRIDE, 
P. J. McGUIRE, 
JAMES DUNC: AN, 
ROADY KENEHAN, 


THOS. J. ELDERKIN. 
JOHN B. LENNON, 
AUG. McCRAITH. 

Moved that action be deferred until the re- 
port was printed and in possession of dele- 
gates. 

Delegate Diehl made corrections in yester- 


day’s printed proceedings, adding his name to 
committee on president’s report and correcting 
errors in name of his organization. 

The President suggested that all corrections 
be passed to the Secretary. 

Some discussion ensued on the condition of 
Gompers reported that 


the hall and Delegate 


heat would be supplied. 


The following resolutions were then intro- 
duced: 
No. 1. By Delegate John B. Lennon, Sec- 


retary of the Journeymen Tailors Union of 
America: 
Article XIII, to read: 


Amend Section 3, t 
affiliating bodies shall 


The certificate fee for 
be, for charter or certificate of affiliation, $5, 
an initiation fee of ten cents per member for 
each member in good standing at time of affiJi- 
ation, payable to the Secretary of the Fed- 
eration and which shall accompany the appli- 
cation. . 

Referred to Committee on law. 

No.2. By the executive board of the Hotel 
and Restaurant Employees National Alliance: 

No union shall be recognized as a bona fide 
union which is not affiliated with the national 
or international body of its trade, if there be 
one, or with the A, F. of L. direct. 

No union affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
shall be permitted to affiliate with any central 
labor body in which non-affiliated unions as 
described above are represented. 
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No. 3. 3y the Bakers and Confectioners 
International Union: 

Amend Section 5, Article V, to read as fol- 
The President and Secretary shall engage 
suitable offices for the transaction of the busi- 
ness of the organization at Chicago, Ill. 


lows: 


No. 4. By the National Union of the United 
Brewery Workmen: 

WHEREAS, ist, The Brewers Association 
of Alleghany County, Pennsylvania, has for 
years past endeavored to disrupt Brewery 
Workers Union No. 22, of the same county 
and state aforesaid (affiliated with the A. F. of 
L.) as is evidenced by the encouragement, 
assistance and advantages accorded to a notor- 
ious scab who sued ten members of Union No. 
22, in September, 1892, for alleged conspiracy, 
which consisted in upholding and enforcing the 
wage contract and rules for working, existing 
between said Union No. 22 and said Brewers 
Association, causing the arrest of said mem- 
bers and costing the union over $500. 

WHEREAS, 2d, The said Brewers’ Associa- 
tion, in collusion with Engineers’ Assembly, 
No. 92, K. of L., organized December 28, 1893, 
combined to destroy Union No. 22, by entering 
into a scab contract January 1, 1894, for four 
full months before the expiration of the yearly 
wage contract, then existing between said Un- 
ion No. 22 and said Brewers’ Association. 

WHEREAS, 3d, The said Brewers’ Associa- 
tion demanded of the members of Union No. 
22, that they separate from the A. F. of L. and 
join said Engineers’ Assembly No. 92 (since 
suspended for treacherous collusion with the 
bosses for the purpose of disrupting a labor 
organization, by the executive board of the 
A. F. of L.) said demand being insisted upon 
a threat of discharge; and 

WHEREAS, 4th, Said Brewers’ Association 
from May 1, 1894, till August 26, 1984, has 
discharged thirty-two members of Union No. 
22, for the sole reason for refusing to leave 
the A. F. of L., and identify themselves with 
the Boss Brewers, K. of L., catspaw Assem- 
bly, No. 92; and, 

WHEREAS, 5th, Said discharged thirty-two 
unions members are still locked out and will 
certainly not be re-employed in any of the 
breweries controlled by the said- Brewers’ Asso- 
ciation of Alleghany County, Pennsylvania, 
until these disruptors are enjoined and forced 
to right the wrong done Union No. 22, by 
the combined efforts and unified power of the 
American Federation of Labor; therefore be it, 

RESOLVED, By this convention of the A. 
F. of L. that all the breweries controlled by 
the Brewers’ Association of Alleghany County, 
Pennsylvania, from which members of the A. 
F. of L. are locked out, be hereby placed upon 
an boycott list until the grievance of Union 
No, 22—which is hereby made and declared to 
be the grievance of the entire Federation of 
Labor—has been satisfactorily adjusted. 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, That the Execu- 
tive Board of the A. F. of L. shall issue a. 
circular, at the earliest possible date, setting 
forth the facts leading to and justifying this 
action; and that this boycott shall not be lifted 
by Union No. 22, except with the consent and 
approval of the Executive Board of the A. 
F. of L. 


Referred to committee on Grievances. 
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No. 5. By Samuel Gompers, Delegate of 
Cigar Makers’ International Union of America: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
and they are hereby directed to secure the 
passage of a law by congress; or an “order” 
from the executive departments for the publica- 
tion of government contractors and the _ par- 
ticulars of the contracts in the Labor Bulletin 
of the United States. 


No. 6: 


WHEREAS, We are fully cognizant that the 
general introduction of machinery, the division 
and subdivision of labor has largely quickened 
the methods of the production of wealth; that 
the productivity of the toilers has been and is 
daily accelerated, and that in consequence 
thereof the work of the employed has become 
more burdensome and enervating; and for the 
purpose of securing more leisure and opportu- 
nity for the over-worked and remunerative em- 
ployment for the workless worker, we, the 
delegates of the Fifteenth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, on eco- 
nomic, social, politic, hygienic and mbral 
grounds demand that ‘the hours of labor of 
America’s workers shall be reduced to, at most, 
eight per day; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and they are hereby directed, immediately 
upon the adjournment of this convention, to 
issue an address to the wage- workers of the 
country, urging them to join the unions of 
their respective trades or callings wherever 
such unions exist, and to form unions where 
there are none such now; with the view of 
securing for them all possible advantages accru- 
ing from organization; and especially to put 
into operation the eight-hour work day. 

RESOLVED, That the President notify the 
executive officers of the national and _ inter- 
national unions affiliated with the A. F. of 
I,., that this convention has authorized the 
Executive Council to select one or more trades 
to make the demand, and, if necessary, to 
enter into the struggle to attain the eight-hour 
work-day; and to ascertain which trade or 
trades desires to be selected. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
shall issue and mail a circular letter to em- 
ployers of labor with the view of securing 
from them the voluntary concession of the 
eight-hour work-day to their employes. 

RESOLVED, That all unions whose mem- 
bers now work more than eight hours be re- 
quested to select committees to wait upon their 
employers with the same object in view. 

RESOLVED, That the press, pulpit, public 
speakers and reformers generally be asked to 
make the necessity for the eight-hour work-day 
a theme of their discussion; and that the sub- 
ject may be discussed by them as near simul 
taneously as_ possible. 

RESOLVED, That the wage workers’ be 
called upon to hold public meetings in their 
respective localities on Wagshington’s Birthday 
(Feb. 22) for the ratification of, and in sym- 
pathy with, the demand of the eight-hour day; 
and that on May 1, 1896, general demonstra- 
tions and public meetings be held throughout 
the country with the same purpose in view. 

RESOLVED, That this convention levies an 
assessment of two cents per week for five con- 
secutive weeks, commencing March 1, 1896, 
upon all affiliated organizations, for each mem- 
ber in good standing in such organization. The 


fund so raised to be subject to the call of the 
executive council, to be utilized exclusively in 
aid of those who may be selected, and if neces- 
sary, enter into a dispute to secure the eight- 
hour day. 

RESOLVED, That on or about the 15th day 
of March 1896, the executive council shall se- 
lect, from among those organizations which 
have manifested their desire to be so selected, 
one or more trades to demand the 
ment of the eight-hour day for their respective 
trade or trades. 

RESOLVED, That the executive council 
are instructed to aid, to the utmost of their 
power, morally and financially, to the end that 
the letter and spirit of these resolutions may 
be carried out, and that the eight-hour day 
may become eer in vogue among the 
workers of our land. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 

No. 7° 

RESOLVED, That this convention _ re- 
gards the system of capital punishment as 
barbarous and degrading, and we are of the 
opinion that this revolting practice should be 
abolished by Congress and the legislature of 
the several States. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 8. By the Federated Trades Council of 
Milwaukee, Wis.: 


F WHEREAS, The growing power of capital- 
ism is threatening the American people with 
slavery, and, 





WHEREAS, The only salvation remaining 
lies in the unanimity and procs cp of action 
of the working people of America, and 


_ WHEREAS, The two great bodies of organ- 
ized labor in our country, i. ¢e., the A. F. of 
I, and the K. of IL. are constantly at war 
with each other to the detriment of the labor 
movement in general, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee Fed- 
erated Trades Council, hereby instruct our 
delegate to the next annual convention to use 
all honorable means to bring about a close 
alliance, and if possible, a unification of the 
above named bodies of organized labor of 
America. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

No, 9. By Robert Howard: That an effort 
be made to organize the textile industries of 
the South by placing organizers in that locality. 
cality. 

Referred to Committee or Organization. 

No. 10. By Delegate Kenehan: On shorter 
hours for the Horseshoers and upon legisla 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Legislation. 

No, 11. By Delegate O’Connell: On dual 
organizations. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 

The President said that Mrs. Eva McDonald 
Valesh, an active worker in our movement, 
was present, and he would introduce her to the 
Convention. 


Mrs. Valesh addressed the Convention at 
some length on the merits of the trade union, 
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which was the instrument of industrial evolu- 
tion and an absolute necessity. She was 
about to visit Europe, ‘and would investigate 
the condition of labor there and its unions, 
and would be pleased to report to us at a 
later date. 

Delegate McBryde offered the following: 

That the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor endorse the mission of Mrs. 
Valesh, and heartily recommend her to the 
trades unionists of Europe, requesting them 
to render her all the assistance in their power. 

Adopted. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the Secretary 
be authorized to make arrangements with Mrs. 
Valesh, to furnish articles for the Federation- 
ist, and that she be compensated in a proper 
manner. 

Adopted. 


No. 12. By Delegate Barter: On boycotting 
the cigar companies of Detroit. 

Referred to Committee on Boycott. 

No. 13. By Delegate Ashe: That no cen- 
tral body shall deny admission to local unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 

Delegate Lawrence here tendered the mem- 
bers an invitation to an actors’ entertainment 
and banquet. 

Delegate Lennon moved that President ap- 
point a new committee of not less than sever? 
on short hour day, not later than Wednesday, 
and that George E. McNeil, be authorized to 
act as advisory member. 

Carried. 

No. 14. By Delegate Costello: That a 
national body of laboring men’s unions be 
formed. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 15. By the United Garment Workers: 
That the Charter of the Chicago Trades and 
Labor Assembly be revoked and given to the 
Labor Congress of that city. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


No. 16. By same: That the charter of the 


Phoenix Federated Labor Union of Chicago 
be revoked. 

Referred to Committee on Grievance. 

No. 17. By same: That the Rochester 
Clothiers’ Exchange be boycotted. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts. 

No. 18. By the New Jersey Federation of 
Trades and Labor Unions: On promoting har- 
mony among the painters of the country 

Referred to Committee on Grievance. 

No. 19. By the Associated Typesetting Ma- 
chine Engineers of Brooklyn: That their rela 
tions with the Machisists’ Union and the Ty- 
pographical Union be considered. 

Referred to the Committee on Organization. 

No, 20. By the Retail Clerks National Asso- 
ciation: Asking for support and recognition 
of their union card. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Weismann asked that delegates of 
national unions, having labels, assemble on 
Wednesday, at 8 o’clock, to devise means to 
further the label. 


Telegrams of greeting and fraternity were 
read from Lee M. Hart, the Retail Clerks 
National Association and the officers of the 
A. R. U. of Los Angeles, Cal. 

No. 21. By Delegate Braunschweiger: To 
discontinue the fair list in the Federationist. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

No. 22. By Secretary of Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employes: That local unions, un- 
affiliated with their national bodies, be not 
recognized by central bodies. 

Miss Fairview was here introduced, and 
spoke eloquently of the trade unions, the initi- 
ative and referendum. 


No. 23. By E. H. Diehl: On the violation 
of the short hour day in governmental depart 
ments. 

Referred to Committee on Short Hours. 

Delegate Bramwood moved that we adjourn 
until 2 o’clock. 

Carried. 


Adjourned at 11:30. 
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No. 5. By Samuel Gompers, Delegate of 
Cigar Makers’ International Union of America: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
and they are hereby directed to secure the 
passage of a law by congress; or an “order” 
from the executive departments for the publica- 
tion of government contractors and the _par- 
ticulars of the contracts in the Labor Bulletin 
of the United States. 

No. 6: 

WHEREAS, We are fully cognizant that the 
general introduction of machinery, the division 
and subdivision of labor has largely quickened 
the methods of the production of wealth; that 
the productivity of the toilers has been and is 
daily accelerated, and that in consequence 
thereof the work of the employed has become 
more burdensome and enervating; and for the 
purpose of securing more leisure and opportu- 
nity for the over-worked and remunerative em- 
ployment for the workless worker, we, the 
delegates of the Fifteenth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, on eco- 
nomic, social, politic, hygienic and moral 
grounds demand that ‘the hours of labor of 
America’s workers shall be reduced to, at most, 
eight per day; therefore, 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and they are hereby directed, immediately 
upon the adjournment of this convention, to 
issue an address to the wage- workers of the 
country, urging them to join the unions of 
their respective trades or callings wherever 
such unions exist, and to form unions where 
there are none such now; with the view of 
securing for them all possible advantages accru- 
ing from organization; and especially to put 
into operation the eight-hour work day. 

RESOLVED, That the President notify the 
executive officers of the national and _ inter- 
national unions affiliated with the A. F. of 
L., that this convention has authorized the 
Executive Council to select one or more trades 
to make the demand, and, if necessary, to 
enter into the struggle to attain the eight-hour 
work-day; and to ascertain which trade or 
trades desires to be selected. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
shall issue and mail a circular letter to em- 
ployers of labor with the view of securing 
from them the voluntary concession of the 
eight-hour work-day to their employes. 

RESOLVED, That all unions whose mem- 
bers now work more than eight hours be re- 
quested to select committees to wait upon their 
employers with the same object in view. 

RESOLVED, That the press, pulpit, public 
speakers and reformers generally be asked to 
make the ned¢essity for the eight-hour work-day 
a theme of their discussion; and that the sub- 
ject may be discussed by them as near simul 
taneously as_ possible. 

RESOLVED, That the wage workers be 
called upon to hold public meetings in their 
respective localities on Washington’s Birthday 
(Feb. 22) for the ratification of, and in sym- 
pathy with, the coum and of the eight-hour ; 
and that on May 1, 1896, general demonstra- 
tions and public meetings be held throughout 
the country with the same purpose in view. 

RESOLVED, That this convention levies an 
assessment of two cents per week for five con- 
secutive weeks, commencing March 1, 1896, 
upon all affiliated organizations, for each mem- 
ber in good standing in such organization. The 








fund so raised to be subject to the call of the 
executive council, to be utilized exclusively in 
aid of those who may be selected, and if neces- 
sary, enter into a dispute to secure the eight- 
hour day. 

RESOLVED, That on or about the 15th day 
of March 1896, the executive council shall se- 
lect, from among those organizations which 
have manifested their desire to be so selected, 
one or more trades to demand the establish- 
ment of the eight-hour day for their respective 
trade or trades. 

RESOLVED, That the executive council 
are instructed to aid, to the utmost of their 
power, morally and financially, to the end that 
the létter and spirit of these resolutions may 
be carried out, and that the eight-hour day 
may become generally in vogue among the 
workers of our land. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 

No. 7- 

RESOLVED, That this convention _ re- 
gards the system of capital punishment as 
barbarous and degrading, and we are of the 
opinion that this revolting practice should be 
abolished by Congress and the legislature of 
the several States. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 8. By the Federated Trades Council of 
Milwaukee, Wis.: 


WHEREAS, The growing power of capital- 
ism is threatening the American people with 
slavery, and, 






_ WHEREAS, The only salvation remaining 
lies in the unanimity and solidarity of action 
of the working people of America, and 


WHEREAS, The two great bodies of organ- 
ized labor in our country, i. ¢., the A. F. of 
IL. and the K. of I. are constantly at war 
with each other to the detriment of the labor 
movement in general, therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee Fed- 
erated Trades Council, hereby instruct our 
delegate to the next annual convention to use 
all honorable means to bring about a close 
alliance, and if possible, a unification of the 
above named bodies of organized labor of 
America. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 

No, 9. By Robert Howard: That an effort 
be made to organize the textile industries of 
the South by placing organizers in that locality. 
cality. 

Referred to Committee or Organization. 

No. 10. $y Delegate Kenehan: On shorter 
hours for the Horseshoers and upon legisla 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Legislation. 

No. 11. By Delegate O'Connell: On dual 
organizations. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 

The President said that Mrs. Eva McDonald 
Valesh, an active worker in our movement, 
was present, and he would introduce her to the 
Convention. 

Mrs. Valesh addressed the Convention at 
some length on the merits of the trade union, 
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which was the instrument of industrial evolu- 


tion and an absolute necessity. She was 
about to visit Europe, ‘and would investigate 
the condition of labor there and its unions, 
and would be pleased to report to us at a 


later date. 
Delegate McBryde offered the following: 
That the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor endorse the mission of Mrs. 
Valesh, and 


trades 


heartily recommend her to the 


unionists of Europe, requesting them 


to render her all the assistance 
Adopted. 


in their power. 


Lennon moved that the Secretary 


be authorized to make arrangements with Mrs. 


Delegate 


Valesh, to furnish articles for the Federation- 

ist, and that 

manner. 
Adopted. 


she be compensated in a proper 


No. 12. By Delegate Barter: 
the cigar companies of Detroit. 


On boycotting 


Referred to Committee on 


No. 13. That no cen- 
tral body shall deny admission to local unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. 


Referred to Committee on 


Boycott. 


By Delegate Ashe: 


Law. 


Delegate Lawrence here tendered the mem- 
bers an 


and 


invitation to an actors’ entertainment 
banquet. 


Delegate Lennon moved that President ap- 
point a new committee of not less than sever 
on short hour day, not later than Wednesday, 
and that George E. McNeil, be authorized to 
act as advisory member. 

Carried. 

No. 14. By 
national 


Costello: 
men’s 


That a 
unions be 


Delegate 
body of laboring 


formed. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 15. By the United Garment Workers: 
That the Charter of the Chicago Trades and 
labor Assembly be revoked and given to the 
Labor Congress of that city. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


No. 16. By same: That the charter of the 
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Phoenix Federated Labor Union of Chicago 
be revoked. 

Referred to Committee on Grievance. 
That the Rochester 
Clothiers’ Exchange be boycotted. 


No. 17. By same: 
Referred to Committee on Labels and 
cotts. 
No. 18. By the New Jersey Federation of 
Trades and Labor Unions: 


Boy- 


On promoting har- 

mony among the painters of the country. 
Referred to 
No. 19. By the Associated Typesetting Ma- 

chine Engineers of Brooklyn: 


Committee on Grievance. 

That their rela 
Union and the Ty- 
pographical Union be considered. 

Referred to the Committee on Organization. 


tions with the Machisists’ 


No, 20. By the Retail Clerks National Asso- 
ciation: Asking for support and recognition 
of their union card. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate Weismann asked that delegates of 
national unions, having labels, assemble on 
Wednesday, at 8 o’clock, to devise means to 
further the label. 

Telegrams of greeting and 
read from Lee M. Hart, the 
National and the 
A Re. U. 


No. 21. By Delegate 
discontinue the fair list in the 


fraternity 
Retail 
officers 


were 
Clerks 
Association of the 
of Los Angeles, Cal. 

Braunschweiger: To 
Federationist. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

No. 22. By Secretary of Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employes: That local unions, un- 
affiliated with their national bodies, be not 
recognized by central bodies. 

Miss Fairview was here introduced, and 


spoke eloquently of the trade unions, the initi- 
ative and referendum. 

No. 23. By E. H. Diehl: 
of the short hour day in governmental depart- 
ments. 


On the violation 


Referred to Committee on Short Hours. 

Delegate Bramwood moved that we adjourn 
until 2 o’clock. 

Carried. 


Adjourned at 11:30. 
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SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order at 2:30. 


Resolutions were presented as follows: 
No. 24. By Delegate O’Connell: Relating 
to abusive practices of government officials 


in navy yards and arsenals upon the work- 
men. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 25. 3y Delegate Sidener: Protesting 
against the boycotting of the agents of the 
Metropolitan and Prudential Insurance Com- 
panies. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts and 
Labels. 


No. 26. By Delegate F. 


favor of free silver. 


A. Kennedy: In 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
No. 27. By Delegate E. H. Diehl: That 


the two great political parties be requested at 
their national conventions to define their posi- 
tions on the eight 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 28. $y Delegate Owen Miller: Protest 
against governmental competing in 
the industrial field with other labor. 

No. 29. By Delegate Robt. Mullen 
frain from patronizing the Musical Mutual Pro- 
tective Union of New York. 

Referred to Committee 

No. 30. 3y Delegate Lennon: 
the trade union position and principle. 


hour day. 


employes 


To re- 


on Grievances. 
Reaffirming 


The Committee on Resolutions reported fa- 
vorably upon the following: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor sanctions a united and concerted ef- 
fort upon the part of the journeymen horse- 
shoers to demand a shorter workday. 

RESOLVED, That the Federation will ex- 
tend all support which the Executive Council 
may deem necessary to secure the speedy and 
complete fruition of the effort. 
thought that this would 


selection of the horseshoers as the 


Delegate Lennon 
mean the 
organization to inaugurate the eight hour day, 
in case we so decided upon the general prop- 
osition which had already been submitted; and 
he moved that the report of the committee be 
referred to the Work 
Day. 


Committee on Shorter 


Delegate Kenehan said they wanted no finan- 
cial aid, but simply an endorsement. 
The motion to refer was carried. 

The same committee reported favorably upon 
the following, in 
curred: 


which the convention con- 


WHEREAS, The members of the Horse- 
shoers National Protective Association and the 
International Union of Journeymen Horse- 
shoers are actively engaged in different States 
and Territories of the continent in securing 
the creation and appointment of authorized 
boards and commissions, whose duty it will be 
to examine and pass upon the qualifications of 
journeymen horseshoers, prior to being en- 


gaged and employed in the work of horse- 
shoeing; and 
WHEREAS, The American Federation of 


Labor recognizes the necessity of laws gov- 
erning the employment of skilled horseshoeing, 
and regulating the terms of apprenticeship, so 
that the journeymen horseshoer may possess 
not only the practical knowledge of the forge, 
but also the necessary scientific knowledge of 
the anatomy and physiology of the animal 
in order to combine the skill of the veterina- 
rian with that of the mechanic; and 
WHEREAS, The humane societies of differ- 
ent cities and commonwealths in America 
have in vain endeavored to secure legislation 
which would restrict and prevent inhuman cru- 


elties occasioned by malpractice in the art of 
horseshoeing, ever standing ready to assist in 
securing legislation which would lessen the 


maiming of horses through the ignorance of 
incompetents on the floors of the shoers of 
man’s most noble beast, and 

WHEREAS, Laws for the regulation of 
horseshoeing and veterinary surgeons have 
been enacted and are in effect in many of the 
countries of Europe and in several of the 
United States, which commend themselves in 
their successful operation, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor heartily endorses the action of the 
International Union of Journeymen  Horse- 
shoers in its efforts to secure legislation which 
will confine the employment of Horseshoers 
and Veterinary Surgeons to those who possess 
the skill and necessary experience, and in reg- 
ulating and directing the course of apprentice- 
ship and education of those intending to pur- 
sue the art of horseshoeing, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor recommends that State Federations 
and Municipal Trades Assemblies unite with the 
horseshcers’ local union in securing the enact- 
ment of the necessary laws to accomplish this 
desired end. 

Approved. 


The Auditing Committee reported as_fol- 


lows: 
New York, December 9, 1895. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Fifteenth 

Convention of the American Federation of 

Labor: i 

We, your committee, to audit the accounts 
of the Secretary and Treasurer of the A. F. 
of IL. for the twelve months ending Novem- 
ber 1, 1895, beg leave to report as follows: 

We have examined all books carefully and 
found the same correct. 

Following is an account of the receipts and 
expenditures: 
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Receipts during the year............ $13,751 75 
Balance on hand November 1, 1894. 5, 191 79 
Total TECCING. cc ices. cece ..$18, 943 54 
Expenses from November 1, 1894, at 
FOOVGIIOET 8. SORE ccccs cvesecnes 15,612 42 
Balance on hand November 1, 
SEvsaxeas - Gesdccane aieacd $ 3,331 12 
Of this amount the Treasurer holds $2,- 
331.12 deposited in German Exchange Bank, 
and in hands of the Secretary $1,000.00, de- 


posited in Fletcher’s Bank, Indianapolis, Ind. 
(Signed.) HENRY WEISMANN, 
W. D. MAHON, 
JOHN C. DERNELL, 
Auditing Committee. 
Pearce (W. C.) moved that the 
report be accepted and placed on file. Carried. 


Delegate 


The Committee on Credentials reported as 


follows: 


We have examined the credentials of B. 
Ryan, from National Alliance Theatrical Stage 
Employees, and G. A. Parsons, of the Connec- 
ticut State Branch, and recommend that they 
be accepted. 

Approved. 
reported: 


The committee further 


The Committee on Credentials, having heard 
the protest of the Iron Moulders’ Union of 
N. A., against the seating of Joseph Farris, 
representing the Illinois State Federation, and 
are of the —s that said protest is in accord- 
ance with the law of the A. F. of L., and rec- 
ommend that the credential be rejected. We 
are of the opinion that the protest of the 
$rewery Workers against the credentials of 
Mr. Farris are on the same general grounds, 
and recommend the same action. 

Delegate Diehl that the 
accepted. 


moved report be 


Delegate McBryde thought the state branch 
had a right to elect an honorary member and 
send him as delegate, and he would move to 
amend that the 
Seconded by Delegate 


report be non-concurred in. 


Bramwood. 
Delegates Higgins and Tobin favored the 
report. 
Delegate Bramwood withdrew his motion to 
second. 
Delegate Linehan favored seating the dele- 
gate on account of the good work he had done 
If he could pass through 


for organized labor. 


the central body. the state branch, and thence 
to this convention, his personal character must 
be of a high order. 

replied that the ques- 
sentiment, and by 
the law the delegate could not be seated. 
O'Connell 
tion in the same vein, and Delegate O'Sullivan 
in question was not working at 
his trade, did not possess a union card, and 
notwithstanding his co-operation and honesty, 


Valentine 
tion was one of 


Delegate 
law, not 
Conven- 


Delegate addressed the 


said the party 
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we could not seat him, and he hoped the com- 
mittee’s report would be approved. 

Duncan asked if the seconder of 
withdrew was it still 


Delegate 
the motion 
Convention. 


before the 


The Chair announced that when a motion 
was once made, it was the property of the 
house. 

Delegate McBryde desired to withdraw the 


motion to non-concur, not that he had changed 


his views, but that he did not want to be 
classed as tending in any sense toward leni- 
ency of dual organization. 

The Chair asked if there was any objection to 
its withdrawal, and Garland and 
O'Sullivan objected to its withdrawal, 
desired the Convention to go on record. 


Delegates 
as they 


Delegate Duncan hoped we would vote down 
the question to non-concur and that we would 
endorse the committee’s report. 

Delegate Garland said a decision would pre- 
vent similar cases in the future. 
The vote to tendered and 
defeated. 


non-concur was 


The report of the committee was adopted. 
The same committee then continued as fol- 
lows: 

We have heard the protest of the Brewery 
Workers’ Union against the credentials of 
W. C. Pomeroy and are of the opinion that 
the matter referred to the Executive Council at 
the Denver Convention has not been finally 
disposed of, and in view of that fact recom- 
mend that the delegate be seated. 

Delegate McBryde moved to concur. 
Klapetzky 
There was an 
in the 
which this 


Delegate said he had new facts 


in the case. organization of 
Assembly 


represented. 


independent barbers Trades 
of Chicago, 
Said organization was 
would ask leave, therefore, 
so that these facts could be con- 


delegate 
antagonistic to the 
national body. He 
to recommit, 
sidered. 
Delegate Linehan said the Barbers were only 
admitted upon the day the delegate was elected, 
there unless they 


and they could not stay 


joined the national. 

O'Sullivan asked 
admission to the 
Klapetzky said he had not as yet 


Delegate if they had ap- 


plied for national body, and 
Delegate 
received the application. 
Lennon was opposed to referring, 
and Delegate work of 
central bodies to foster such unions and grad- 
unally them to join nationals. Finan- 
cial conditions often handicapped new unions. 
method 


Delegate 
Duncan said it was the 


induce 


The evidence produced showed this 


would be pursued. 
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Delegate Elderkin, the president of the Chi- 
cago Trades Assembly addressed the Conven- 
tion at length, speaking eloquently for the for- 
mation and advancement of national 
and that no local would be allowed to 
tinue in their central unless it 
in accordance with our constitution. 


bodies; 
con- 
body acted 


Delegate Klapetzky said he had _ received 
sufficient assurance to justify him in withdraw- 
ing his motion, but he would not retract what 
he said, as the individual at the head of the 
local was an president of 


offending expelled 


his national body. 

The motion to recommit was then withdrawn 
and the report approved. 
local in 


then said the 


placed 


Delegate Pomeroy 


question had application for 


of the 


already 
charter, with fee, in the possession 
A. F. of L. organizer at Chicago. 
Delegate Furuseth asked to distribute the 
Red Record, and explained its contents, treat- 
ing of the abuses heaped upon seamen. 

The Secretary made that the 
party who had failed to liquidate outstanding 
of the Federationist had done 
so, and he wished to withdraw reference there- 


to from the Executive Council’s report. 


a statement 


accounts now 


So ordered, on motion of Delegate Linehan. 

Delegate Tracey, of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, said they had reported on the creden- 
tials of the brewers in the morning, which was 
referred until the Executive Council’s report 
was distributed, which had done; that 
the protest was from a local union of brewers 
of Cleveland, O., purporting that the delegates 
were not elected by the locals in accordance 
with their constitution; that they did not be- 
lieve the protest warranted rejection, and they 
recommended the seating of the delegates. 


been 


Delegate-elect Bechtold read a dispatch he 
had just received, saying the protest had not 
been passed by the Cleveland union. 

The delegates were seated. 

The same committee reported the president 
of the Metal Polishers had protested against 
the seating of the delegate of the Brass- 
Workers, claiming the latter was a dual organ- 
ization. They had investigated the matter, and 
recommended that the delegate be seated. 

Delegate Penna moved to concur. 

Delegate Usher said in part that in 1892 
the polishers had been granted a charter. A 
seceding wing of D. A. 252, had formed the 
Brassworkers some months later, and had re- 
ceived a charter also. They entered protest. 
On the advice of President Gompers they had 
allowed the matter to rest for the time being, 
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in an attempt to get together, it being under- 
stood their rights were not yielded indefinitely. 
A conference in Detroit tried to anialgamate, 
but failed. They had acted in good faith, be- 
lieving something would be done. They would 
not submit to the majority of the conference, 
as both the would 
them. They trade 
principles, which distinctly prohibited dual or- 


other two bodies swamp 


were organized on union 


ganization. 


Delegate Penna said he would not have 


movedeto concur did he believe there was a 
Executive Council had 
careful 


dual organization; the 


given the matter consideration, the 


Brassworkers had been in the Federation for 


some years and we had accepted their taxes 





’ 
and it would be unfair to reject its delegate 
while permitting this and granting a charter. 
Secretary .McCraith said, both organizations 
had been granted charters about the same time. 
The Brassworkers were represented at Denver, 
received, and none for 
Said protest ought 
not to be made on the question of credentials, 


no protest was there 


many months thereafter. 
but in regular manner in the Convention and 
could be discussed on the report of the Exec- 
cutive Council. 

Delegate Usher replied there was a new or- 
ganization formed at Detroit which had asked 
for change in name of charter. 

Delegate Elderkin moved that the contested 
delegate be allowed to make a statement. 

Delegates Lennon and Usher protested. 

Delegate Penna asked if miotion was in or- 
der and the Chair ruled affirmatively. 


Delegates Mahon and Penna spoke in favor 
of granting the contested delegate the privi- 
lege of the floor. 

The motion was carried. 
Delegate-elect Lynch, of the Brass, Compo- 
sition and Metal Workers, then addressed the 
Convention at length. He had done his best 
to bring this organization into the A. F. of L., 
from out of the K. of L. At the Detroit con- 
ference, the polishers refused to combine, and 
his organization, N. T. A. 252, had then 
joined hands with the brass-workers. 


Delegate Tobin spoke against recognizing 
the principle of dual organization in any man- 
ner, and hoped the Federation would continue 
to adhere to it. It would, in this instance, 
severely affect one of these two bodies, but it 
would prove the best in the end. 

Delegate McBryde moved to amend the re- 
port of the Credential Committee by instruct- 
ing the Executive Council to call a convention 








1895] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 35 
of both bodies with positive instructions to asking, in effect, if they still made objection, 
form into one. and received affirmative reply. 


Delegate Lennon spoke in favor of granting 
the delegate a seat, and gave a brief history 
of the situation. 

Delegate Pearce thought we ought to uphold 


the action of the Council, 
favored the seating of the delegate. 


Executive and 

Delegate Usher said a protest had been filed 
against changing the charter name; the Secre- 
tary of the had their 
Secretary asking if they had any objection to 
changing charter. 


Federation written to 


Detroit 
been re- 


after the 
had 
The application for 


The Secretary replied that 
July, a_ protest 
Polishers. 


conference in 

ceived from the 
change of charter was not made until October, 
when he wrote the Secretary of the Polishers 


Delegate Gompers spoke in favor of seating 
the delegates and thought we should not ,at- 
tempt to compel these organizations to unite, 
but do the best we could to bring it about by 
And he hoped the motion to 
amend would not prevail. 

Moved 
suspended 
Carried. 


other methods. 


that the hour of 


until the 


adjournment be 
question be settled. 

Delegate McBryde spoke in favor of uniting 
both, but 
delegate was seated. 


would withdraw at this time until 


Motion to amend withdrawn. 

The motion to seat the delegate was carried 
Delegates Usher and Braunschweiger de 
sired to be recorded in the negative. 


Adjourned at 6 o’clock. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


Wednesday, Dec. 11, 1895. 
Convention 


Roll call 


Present 


called to order at 9:30. 
was ordered. 

Sidener, Weismann,  Klapetzky, 
Pearce, McGuire, 
Neuroth, S. 
pers, Dernell, Reichers, Jacobs, Jacobson, Dun- 
Albers, Widdowfield, Keough, 
Valentine, Garland, Keefe, O’Connell, Creamer, 
Ashe, Usher, Sullivan, Diehl, Mahon, 
Furuseth, Elderkin, Howard, Blick, 
White, Higgins, McCraith, Bramwood, Pol- 
lard, ‘Tracey, Junio, Parsons, Duffy, Law- 
rence, McCarthy, Rist, Perkins, Braunschwei- 
ger, Boehme, McCallum, Wieman, Lee, Mailly, 
Barter, Lanigan, McCul- 


Tobin, Eaton, Lynch, Jas. 


Plumb, Rowland, Linehan, Gom- 


can, Kenehan, 


Dennis, 
Lennon, 


Kreyling, Simpson, 


loch, J. Gompers, Marks, O’Sullivan, Nicol, 
McCambridge, Dummett, Fenning, Costello, 


Kurzenknabe, Bechtold. 


Absent Sarnes, Weiss, Pohle, Penna, Mc 
3ryde, W. C. Pearce, Gelson, Ryan, Prescott, 
Kennedy, McGill, Benedict, Pomeroy, Ander- 
son, Hollister, Svindseth, Clark, McGean, 
Murphy, Mulcare, Mullen, Miller. 

Reading of the minutes dispensed with. 

The Committee on Credentials reported as 
follows: 


We having examined the credentials of FE. A. 
Drach, representing Chicago Musical Society, 
No. 5455, recommend that he be seated. 

For the committee. 


—12 


Approved. 


The 
of the 
ported upon 


stated that the 
Jas. H. Sullivan, had been re- 


chairman also delegate 
Painters, 
favorably, and requested that he 


be seated. 


Delegate Duffy moved to concur. 

Seconded by Delegate Braunschweiger. Car 
ried. 

Delegate Garland asked what standing did 


the body represented by J. W. McKinney now 
have in the and the 
plied that it had none. 

The 


the Grievance Committee reported progress. 


Federation, President re- 


Committee on President’s Report and 

Communications were read from ex-Secretary 
Chris wishes for the 
Convention; Co., 
tendering a case of tobacco bearing the union 
label; 
pressing the hope that headquarters would not 
be removed from that city, from the National 


Evans, expressing good 


from the Globe Tobacco 


from the mayor of Indianapolis, ex- 


Eight Hour Union, San Francisco, expressing 
good wishes for our work on the short-hour 
day. 

A protest was received from the Board of 
Delegates and the Central Labor Union of 
New York, against the action of the Tin, 
Sheet Iron and Cornice Workers National 


Union in chartering a union of ‘‘scabs.” 


Referred to Grievance Committee. 


A request was received from the Carriage 
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and Wagon Workers’ Union No. 4, that the 
charter be taken from the Chicago Trades and 
Labor Assembly and given to the Labor Con- 
Also a notice 
Congress that Chas. Dold would represent its 
interests before the Convention and asking for 
consideration. 


gress. was received from said 


Referred to Grievance Committee . 

Resolutions were presented as follows: 

No. 31. Delegate Elderkin. On dual or- 
ganization. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

No. 32. Delegate Tobin. On 

Referred to Labels and Boycotts. 

No. 33. Delegate Protesting 
against curtailment of the franchise, especially 
in southern cities. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

On local and fed- 


labels. 


Gompers. 


No. 34. Delegate Lennon. 
erated bodies. 
Referred to 
No. 


actors. 


committee thereon. 
35. Delegate Lawrence. Relating to 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 36. Delegate Neuroth. That the Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to take steps look- 
ing to the establishment of postal 
banks. 


savings 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 37. Delegate Weismann. Regarding the 
Jaking Co. 

Committee on Labels and Boy- 


unfairness of the U S. 
Referred to 


cotts. 

No. 38. Delegate Furuseth. On _ arbitra- 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 39. Delegate Furuseth. On the Mc- 


Guire act. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 40. Delegate Garland. On the Phillips 
bill. 

Referred to Committee on President’s Re- 
port 

No. 41. Delegate White. On the label of 


the Tobacco Workers’ National Union. 
Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 


cotts. 


No. 42. Delegate White. To boycott the 
American Tobacco Company. 
Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Duncan, in order to 
fusion, desired to inform the Convention that 
all boycotts must be approved by the Executive 


Council. 


Delegate prevent con- 


| 1895 


Delegate Tobin moved that a special meeting 
of the Executive Council be called, to afford an 
opportunity to 
Carried. 


delegates to present boycotts. 
Delegate Mahon moved that a committee of 
three be appointed to go with Delegate White 
to the of the Com- 
pany in this city, in an effort to unionize that 
Carried Delegates 
Gompers and Creamer were appointed. 


office American Tobacco 


concern. Subsequently 


The report of the Executive Council was 
considered and Delegate Lee moved that it 
be approved. 

Delegate Kreyling referred to the section 
bearing on the disagreement between the St. 
Louis Trades Assembly and the Musicians 


and moved that as much of the report as re- 
ferred to grievances be referred to that com- 
mittee that all against the 
Executive Council’s should be there 


and complaints 
report 
entered, 

defer 
the 


that we 
report until 


amend 
of the 
had 
Delegate Tracey stated he noticed the Coun- 
federal 
practice 


Weismann moved to 
the 


Committee 


action on balance 


Grievance reported. 
cil had passed a new law respecting 
asked if 


The President replied the constitution 


labor unions, and this was 


correct 
provided that the Executive Council had power 
to enact new laws not in conflict with those 
already in existence. 
The motion to defer 
until the Grievance Committee 
was carried, and the 


to refer the several matters relating to griev- 


the 
could 


action on report 
report 
instructed 


President was 


ances contained therein to the Grievance Com- 
mittee in regular way. 

Delegate Sidener moved that we discuss the 
eight-hour day on Friday at 10 A. M., and that 
it be made a special order. 


Delegate Iennon moved to amend that it 
read Saturday instead of Friday, which was 


accepted and adopted. 
Delegate Mahon moved that we adjourn un- 


til 2 o’clock to give committees time to con- 


sider and report. 
Delegate Lennon gave notice of the ball to 
be held that evening, and invited all to be 


present. 

Delegate Plumb invited all to participate in 
a general conference meeting of the carpenters 
of New York on Friday night. 

Adjourned at 11:15. 
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THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2 o’clock. 


The Chair appointed the following delegates 


on the special committee on eight-hour day: 
Jacobson, Muller, Weismann, Dernell, Barter, 
and an advisory member, George E. McNeill. 


On the charter of the Chicago central body: 


Widdowfield, Ashe, Furuseth, McCarthy, Lee. 
The following message was received from 
Frances Willard, president of the Women’s 


Christian Union: 
Evanston, Ill., Dec. 1, 1895. 
John McBride, American Federation of Labor: 

Dear Brother feel honored by your invi- 
tation, and should certainly speak at your an- 
nual Convention if I could go to New York. 
But I have come south to work for the winter, 
and definite engagements will hold me _ here. 
I need not reiterate what I have put into my 
speeches and writings for many years, that I 
am heart and soul with the wage-working men 
and women of this country in their efforts to 
realize what Ruskin says: “There is no 
wealth but life,” and to make it that “life more 
abundant” in good-will of which the Divine 
Carpenter of Nazareth gave us the supreme il- 
lustration in his words and deeds. 

Temperance, purity, equality, fraternity, 
these are the deathless watchwords that shall 
give us home protection, saloon destruction 
and a chance not only to live but to live well. 

God bless you one and all is the prayer of 
your sister, 


FRANCES WILLARD. 


Communication from the Montana 
Council, movement 
tablishing the eight-hour day. 


Referred to 


Labor 
endorsing the toward es- 
Eight-Hour Committee. 

moved that the President 
be instructed to send suitable reply to Frances 


Delegate Lennon 
Willard, thanking her for consideration shown. 
Moved 
Ww. C. T. 
Amendment to read “at 10 0’clock” lost, and 
original motion carried. 
The called for the of the 
fraternal delegates to the British Trade Union 


that the fraternal 


U. be received at tomorrow’s session. 


delegates of the 


President report 
Congress, and Delegate Gompers stated it was 
in the hands of the printer. 

Moved that the roll call be 
Carried. 


dispensed with. 


Resolutions were offered as follows: 
No. 43. By Delegate Junio. Regarding 
amendment to New York constitution prohibit- 
ing employment of convicts on any work other 
than production of supplies. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 44. By Delegate Ashe. That written 
constitutions for state or nation be abolished. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Relative to 
International 
Union in gaining the Sunday Rest Day, there- 
by shortening the hours of labor of that craft. 


No. 45. By Delegate Klapetzky. 
granting support to the Barbers’ 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 
instruct or- 
of L. for the better or- 
ganization of barbers in unorganized cities. 


No. 46. By same. Relative to 


ganizers of the A. F. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 
No. 47. By Delegate Widdowfield. 
affiliated bodies to refrain from patronizing the 
Fuller-Warren of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Committee on Boycotts and 


To notify 


Company, 

Referred to 
Labels. 

No. 48. By Delegate Kurzenknabe. To call 
a meeting of representatives of all 
United States and Canada 
for the purpose of abolishing internal fights 


labor or- 
ganizations of the 


between labor organizations. 
Referred to Committee on Organization. 


No. 49. By Delegate Weismann. Protest 
against present disgraceful operation of baker- 
ies in this country. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 50. By the same. Advocating the ex- 
tending of the patronage of the label of the 
Bakers’ International Union. 

Referred to 
Labels. 


Committee on Boycott and 

No. 51. By the 
pension of all organizations not affiliated with 
the national of their trade. 


same. Regarding the sus 
union 


Referred to Committee on Local and Fed- 
erated Bodies. 
No. 52. I Wieman. To boycott 
the products of Kipp Bros., of Milwaukee 
Referred to 


Labels. 


y Delegate 


Committee on Boycott and 
No. 53. By Delegate Pollard. To reendorse 
the boycott of the Hopedale Elastic Fabric Co., 
of Hopedale, Mass.; also on the product of 
Thomas Taylor, of Hudson, Mass. 
Referred to 


Labels. 


Committee on Boycott and 


No. 54. By the Recommending the 


eight hour day for elastic weavers. 


same. 


Referred to Committee on Shorter Hours, 
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No. 55. By the same. Recommending the 
organization of the Suspender and Narrow 
Elastic Goods Weavers, of the U. S. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


No. 56. By Delegate Muller. Recommending 
the forming of a National Alliance of Musi- 
cians. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


No. 57. By Delegate O’Sullivan. To con- 
sider the advisability of changing pledge of 
A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 


No. 58. By Delegate Kurzenknabe. Relative 
to raising certain boycotts; also to reendorse 
and the re-enforcement of the Geo. Ehret boy- 
cott. 

Referred to Committee on Boycott and 
Labels. 

No. 59. By Delegate Boehme. That we en- 
deavor to organize the Engineers under a 
national head. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 

RESOLVED, By the Fifteenth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor, 
that the experience each recurring year makes 
more positive our conviction, that dual organ- 
ization in any craft or calling, is dangerous to 
the welfare of the workers in such crafts and 
callings. 

RESOLVED, That we again declare in most 
positive terms, that we believe the trade union 
form of organization to be the safest and best 
in every respect for the protection of all the 
interests of the workers, and 

RESOLVED, That we most cordially invite 
all trade unions in North America, such as 
Bricklayers’ International Union, Plasterers’ 
Union, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, 
Brotherhood of Trainmen, etc., etc., as bona 
fide trade unions, to affiliate with the A. F. of 
I. and aid us in maintaining the principles of 
trade unionism, to the end that labor interests 
may be furthered and protected. 

Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 


RESOLVED. That this Convention _ re- 
gards the system of capital punishment as bar- 
barous and degrading, and we are of the opin- 
ion that this revolting practice should be abol- 
ished by Congress and Legislatures of the sev- 
eral States. 





Recommended its adoption. 

Delegate Pomeroy wished to go on record as 
emphatically opposing the resolution. There 
were crimes committed which deserved capital 
punishment. 

Delegate Gompers denied the right of any 
man to take life, either legally or otherwise. 

The resolution was adopted. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be, 
and it is hereby directed, to secure the passage 
of a law by Congress, or an “order” from the 
executive departments for the publication of 
government contractors, and the particulars of 


the contracts, in the Labor Bulletin of the 
United States. 
Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 


RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, disapprove and 
condemn until such time as the States and ter- 
ritories shall enforce full, free and compulsory 
education upon all children in their respective 
jurisdiction, the attempt now being made to 
curtail and contract the suffrage of their citi- 
zens. 





»RESOLVED, That we call upon the unions 
of labor and all other fair minded citizens to 
take such action as shall thwart all attempts 
to strike a blow at manhood suffrage. 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
and it is hereby authorized and directed to 
lend every aid, and if necessary, take the ini- 
tiative to carry out the purposes of these reso- 
lutions. 


Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 

Committee recommended that resolution 27 
be referred to committee on short hour day. 
So ordered. 


WHEREAS, The system of supervision exer- 
cised over the labor employed in the arsenals 
and navy yards of the United States is made 
to bear with undue harshness upon employees; 
anc 


WHEREA Tyrannical treatment at the 
hands of om officials is not conducive to get 
ting the best results from workmen, nor in 
any way tend to promote the interests of the 
government; and 

WHEREAS, The petty tyranny of officials 
has been carried so far in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard as to result in the discharge of m: umny of 
the best workmen employed there, and, in ad 
dition, to blacklisting the discharged men; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Commit- 
tee of the American Federation of Labor at 
Washington, be, and is hereby instructed to 
try to have the laws and rules governing the 
employment of labor in national establishments 
so amended that men employed by the govern- 
ment shall work under as good conditions as 
exist in private workshops. 





Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 


WHEREAS, The moral influence of organ- 
ized labor is necessary to demonstrate to the 
actors of this country the necessity of union 
ism; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention recom 
mends that whenever entertainments be held 
under the auspices of or by trade unions, that 
preference be given to members of the Actors’ 
National Protective Union. 

RESOLVED, That organized labor of Amer- 
ica be requested to patronize only such theatres 
as give preference of employment to union 
actors. 

Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 


RESOLVED, That we favor the immediate 
free and unlimited coinage of silver at a ratio 
of 16 to 1, without the aid or consent of any 
other nation on earth. 

The committee would substitute the follow- 
ing: 
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RESOLVED, That we reaffirm the position 
taken by the Federation Convention held at 
Denver; that is, we favor the free and un- 
limited coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, 
and that a copy of the resolutions printed in 
the report of 1894, page 29, be forwarded to 
the President and the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Finance of both Houses of Congress 

So ordered. 

WHEREAS, The Commissioner of Naviga- 
tion in his report recommends that “‘An act to 
amend an act relative to shipping commission 
approved February 18, 1895, be amended so 
as to permit allottment to original creditor, 
and further, that seamen shall forfeit their 
clothing for non-fulfillment of any contract to 
labor in any vessel of the United States, and 

WHEREAS, Such proposed legislation would 
again make the seamen the helpless victims of 
the crimps, and take away from them almost 
all the benefits derived from the Act of Feb- 
ruary 18, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, denounce 
such proposed legislation as reactionary and 
utterly uncalled for. either on the plea of 
necessity or justice, and further 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon Congress 
to extend all the benefits of the above men- 
tioned law to all seamen in our merchant ma- 
rine. 








Recommended its adoption. So ordered. 


WHEREAS, Various so-called arbitration 





bills were introduced in the last Congress; 
and 

WHEREAS, Those bills were compulsory 
either in whole or in their provision for obe- 


dience to the decision of the arbitrators, and 

WHEREAS, Any law which will compel 
men to work within these United States 
against their will is subversive of the funda- 
mental principles upon which the Republic is 
founded, and 

WHEREAS, We hold the right to quit work 
at any time to be absolute and inalienable. 
therefore, 

RESOLVED. That the 
of Labor in convention 
earnestly and emphatically 
so-called arbitration bill, 
We by contract or 


American Federation 
assembled do most 
protest against any 
which would in any 
otherwise make it an 
offense under the law to quit employment 
at any time or for any reason deemed suffi- 
cient by the worker himself. 

Recommend its adoption. 








Delegate Furuseth was called upon to speak 


on the resolution, and said, in part, that during 
the last year things had happened which makes 
it necessary for us to reaffirm our position on 


the subject of arbitration. There was intro- 
duced last Congress a resolution on the sub- 


ject, by the inter-state commerce commission, 
containing the very dangerous feature of com- 
pulsion, affecting the liberty of the individual 
so that it was absolutely us to 
take cognizance thereof. This bill attempted 
to get thirteenth 
make it possible for the individual or combi- 
nation to contract their rights away. When 


necessary for 


around the amendment, to 
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such a contract for arbitration would be made, 


no one could strike or leave employment, ex- 
months’ or suffer a 
It was openly stated the 


bill was to prevent strikes. 


cepting on three notice, 


years’ imprisonment. 


One Congressman 


had said, in discussing the bill, ‘“‘We must 
have something in this country to prevent 
strikes.””. The seaman had experience with 


this kind of 
trap; 
from state to state would be 


recognized the 
every person employed on articles going 


legislation, and 


involved in the 
provisions of the bill. It is the same legisla- 
tion which destroyed the English labor move- 
ment in the fifteenth century, so ably told by 
Thorold Rogers. He had taken it upon him- 
self, while at Washington, to combat the bill. 
It was slightly amended in committee; and 
when submitted to the house, the worst feat- 
ure, that of 
work, had striken out, he 
Convention and the A. F. 
ord as opposed to this attempt at compulsory 
arbitration now and to any future attempt. 


The report was then adopted as read. 


WHEREAS, All union clerks are furnished 
with a working card (sample enclosed), color 
of same being changed each quarter, which he, 
when on duty, must be in possession of, we 
have used all honorable means in our power to 
induce union men to demand these working 
cards, when purchasing goods. Our members 
are obligated to push the sale of union made 
goods, and yet we stand idle, while non-union 
clerks wait upon union men. I beg upon your 
honorable body, to take such action as would 
seem most advisable, to change the above con- 
ditions. We are united for the purpose of 
bettering our conditions, and without the sup- 
port of each other we would make but little 
progress. Try and remember the duties you 
owe to yourselves and your fellow man, the 
benefits will accrue to the fair labor, as 
against convict labor, engaged in the manu- 
facture of all kinds and classes of merchandise. 
To our association the benefits will be untold. 
Our members will then command the respect 
of their employers, and cheerfully support and 
uphold the union, because as union men they 
are supported and upheld. We wish to call at- 
tention to the badge worn by retail clerks, 
many members in arrears wear same, therefore 
the adoption of the working card. Always de- 
mand the card. If your aid in this matter does 
not have a beneficent result, then we will be 
compelled to conclude that there is something 


penal punishment for quitting 
desired the 


of L. to go on rec- 


been 





besides thoughtlessness, which causes us to 
forget the interests of one another. As the 
future success of our organization greatly de- 
pends upon the interest manifested by your 
honorable body, both in session and among 
your constituencies. Again I beg of your 


honorable body to take such action as would be 
most proper, to assist us in maintaining and 
increasing our membership, also in organizing 
the clerks at points where there are no local 
branches. 

The committee substituted the following: 


That in the matter of fostering the Retail 
Clerks’ Association, the incoming Executive 
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Council call the attention of all affiliated bodies 
to the necessity of demanding the working 
cards of that association from clerks when 
purchasing goods; also to call the attention of 
A. F, of L. organizers to the necessity of. or- 
ganizing unions of retail clerks in localities 
where none exist. 


Adopted. 
RESOLVED, 
vention 


That the A. F, 


assembled, 


of L., in con- 


most strenuously protest 
enlisted 


men in its military or naval service who have 


against the government allowing the 


the advantage of being furnished with lodging, 
food, 
public expense, to compete in any field of labor 
with 
vantages. 


clothing, medical attendance and pay at 


civilians who have none of these ad- 


committee: 
That the 
directed to 


Substitute by 
RESOLVED, 
Council be 


incoming Executive 


cause the introduction 
of a bill in Congress covering the point com- 
plained of in the resolution. 

Adopted. 

The 


ported 


Labels and Boycotts re- 
favorable upon the recom- 
withdrawal of any endorsement 
Union labels 


Committee on 
following, 
mending the 
of other Boot and Shoe Workers’ 
in the past: 

WHEREAS, Rival national organizations 
heretofore existing among the Boot and Shoe 
Workers have been contending for the suprem- 
acy, resulting in a division of the workers into 
small factions, and 

WHEREAS, This division has operated to 
the detriment of the Boot and Shoe Workers 
with a two-fold effect. 

ist. In making impossible that unity of ac- 
tion necessary in any trade to protect the work- 
ers from the encroachments of the employer, 
and 

2d. In depriving the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers of the benefits to be derived from the as- 
sistance of other organized trades through the 
use of a oe representing a united craft, and 

WHEREA The Boot and Shoe Workers at 
a joint arate so held in Boston, April 1o, 
1895, formed a new national organization, into 
which all existing national organizations were 
merged, thus completing an amalgamation of 
the organized shoe worke into one organiza- 
tion known as the Boot and Shoe Workers’ 
Union, and 

WHEREAS, The Boot and Shoe Workers’ 
Union has adopted as a trade-mark or label 1 of 
the craft a device known as the “Union 
Stamp,” said “Union Stamp” being a steel die 
in the design of a shield, with factory number 
attached, to be impressed upon the soles of 
only such boots and shoes as are made entirely 
by union workers, under fair conditions, and 

WHEREAS, The amalgamation of the differ- 
ent factions of the organized workers in any 
trade into one organization and under one head 
is one of the basic principles of the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, 1st, That he American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in fifteenth annual convention 
assembled, does hereby heartily endorse the 
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action of the organized boot and shoe workers 
in their efforts to unite the craft. 

2d. That all endorsements heretofore given 
by the American Federation of Labor to labels, 
stamps, trade-marks or devices representing 
the whole or any part of the boot and shoe 
workers be and hereby are withdrawn. 

3d. That the union stamp of the. Boot and 
Shoe Workers Union be and hereby is endorsed 
as the label or trade-mark of the organized boot 
and shoe workers and that no boots or shoes 
shall be considered as union made except they 
bear upon the sole an impression of the Sack 
and Shoe Workers’ Union stamp, with factory 


number attached; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That no_ national,  inter- 
national. local or federal labor union, State 


branch, central body or any other organization 
that is now or may be affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor shall lend encour- 
agement or give support to any device, label or 
trade-mark on boots and shoes other than the 
union stamp of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ 
Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That any national, inter- 
national, local or federal labor union, State 
branch, central body, or any other organization 
now affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, giving endorsement, encouragement or 
support to any label, trade-mark or device on 
boots and shoes, other than the “Union Stamp” 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, be and 
hereby is instructed to immediately withdraw 
such endorsement, encouragement, or support 
in the interest of a thorough unity of the 
crait 

Delegate Pomeroy desired to refer the mat- 
ter to a_ special They had an 
organization of shoeworkers in the Chicago 
Trades and Tabor Assembly, which was not 
connected with the national body. He was 
motion; on the contrary, 


committee. 


not opposed to the 
he desired to bring about harmony. 
Delegate Eaton gave a sketch of 
labels of the trade, and stated that the label 
had been dropped. They 


previous 


presented at Denver 
had called a conference of all shoemakers the 
past year in Boston, and amalgamation had 
been effected. The 
with 


Chicago local had notified 
them, and 
formed. 
progressed in spite of the 


would join 
steadily 
depression in their 


them they were 


if national was They had 
trade, and expected the coming year to combine 
shoemakers Efforts 
to get the Chicago union into 


more than ever before. 


had been made 


the fold, but had been unsuccessful so far, 
although their relations were pleasant. Organ 
ization was on the eve of revival, and they 
desired to take advantage of the situation. He 


did not see any necessity to refer. 
The Chair stated there 


the house. 


was no motion before 


matter be 
The Chicago union reciprocated 


Delegate Pomeroy moved that the 
recommitted. 
national 

before 


would 


the good feelings on the part of the 
conference 


hearing 


body, and they desired a 


the case was disposed of. <A 
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tend to bring the two organizations together. 
Delegate Ashe moved to lay the matter on 
the table until 11 o’clock to-morrow. 


Elderkin. 
~ : 
The same committee further reported: 


WHEREAS, The boycott on the products of 
the U. S. Baking Co., one of the most pro- 
nounced enemies of organized labor in this 
country, owing to the obstinacy of the firm 
and the lack of support on the part of affiliated 
unions, has so far failed to produce the result 
sought, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention instruct 
the Executive Council to publish a_ circular 
to all affiliated organizations setting forth .the 
reasons of the boycott aud asking their sup- 
port. 

The Committee offered the following substi- 
tute: 

RESOLVED, That 
circular to Executive 
that council endorse 
them issued to all 

Adopted. 


WHEREAS, The clothing manufacturers of 
the City of Rochester, N. Y., combined as the 
“Rochester Clothiers’ Exchange,” have caused 
the recent large and prolonged strike of their 
ope ratives owing to the oppression and impo- 
sitions practiced upon them; and 

WHEREAS, The said “Rochester Clothiers’ 
Exchange” has repeatedly demonstrated its 
policy of suppressing every effort made by 
the Garment Workers of that city to organize 
for self-protection and for the advancement of 
their interests; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor has endorsed 
the struggle against this Rochester Clothiers’ 
combination, after due investigation and knowl- 
edge of the facts; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled do hereby 
urge upon the trade unions and sympathizers 
everywhere to use their best endeavors to pre- 
vent the sale of Rochester made clothing in 
their respective localities by sending out com- 
mittees to wait upon the retail dealers, ete., 
and to continue to work and agitate until the 
clothing manufacturers of Rochester abide by 
the union conditions of the United Garment 
Workers of America. 

Adopted. 


Delegate 


Seconded by Carried. 


takers submit copy of 
Council and if approved 
them to Bakers to be by 
affilhated unions. 


Reichers said: 
half 
clothing 


It took the garment 


workers three and a years to organize 


the employes of the 
after the 


industry at 


Rochester tnions of the 


trade were 
disrupted by the Rochester Clothiers’ Associa- 
tion. They found after a ten weeks’ strug- 
gle with this Rochester combine that they had 
a fund of one hundred and fifty thousand 


dollars laid 
of disrupting labor 
asked 


upon 


aside for the avowed purpose 


organizations of our craft. 


They organized labor everywhere to 


prevail retail clothiers throughout the 


country to 
duct 


abstain from patronizing their pro- 


until they comply with the same condi- 
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tions as their competitors in other clothing 


centres. 


WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers Local Union, 
No. 22, and Cigar Packers Local Union, No. 
284, of Detroit have been on a strike for the 
past six months; and 
_ WHEREAS, The said local unions are 
fighting for a principle, viz., that of illy 
paid women and child labor; and 


WHEREAS, The following firms of Detroit, 


Brown Bros., Banner Cigar Co. and Star 
(annex) Detroit Cigar Co. (Green Seal), Har- 
yoo, & Onellette, George Mocles & Co., 
Alex Gordon & Co., Wm. Tegge & Co. HM. 


Deitz & Co., and Gross & Co. are upholding 
women and child slavery; therefore be 


RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled endorse the boycott of the 
Cigarmakers’ and Packers Union of Detroit. 

Delegate Barter appealed strongly for sup 
port of the Detroit Cigarmakers in this strug- 
gle, and desired all delegates present to notify 


their constituencies. 

Delegate Elderkin said he had read of 233 
boycotts the past year, and there was not 
enough interest taken in them. 


The report was adopted. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the Fifteenth 
Convention of the A. F. of L., assembled 
in New York City: 


Gentlemen— 
WHEREAS, The Metropolitan and the Pru- 
dential Insurance Companies have formed an 


agreement between themselves to not employ 
any agent who has worked for the other com- 
pany without the consent of the president of 
the company the agent previously worked for, 
and have drawn up a contract (each company 
using the same form), of which the below 
is a portion: 
AGENTS’ AGREEMENT WITH 
INSURANCE 


METROPOLITAN LIFE 
COMPANY. 

Section 6. 
miums in the 
ducting the 
Lapsed Policy 


The total amount of weekly pre- 

Life Policy Register, after de- 
total weekly premiums in_ the 

Register, are to be debited to 
my account on Monday of each and every 
week. This account shall be known as the ‘‘Col- 
lectible Debit,” as the same is_ hereinafter 
made a basis of my compensation. This Col- 
lectible Debit shall be considered as having 
been absolutely received by me for the com- 
pany, and the company shall not be required 
to prove that I actually received the pre- 
miums or any of them. This clause is not to 
be taken as a waiver of or as affecting any 
rights of the company otherwise secured by 
this agreement. 

Section 7. I agree that the condition of my 
account with the company, either before or 
after the termination of my employment by the 
company, shall be ascertained and determined 
by an inspection of my weekly accounts or 
my ledger, and by my collection books or the 
premium receipt books of the policy-holders 
included in my debit; such inspection may be 
made at the direction of the company at any 
time; with or without notice to me, and by 
any person authorized by the company to make 
it; and when made, whether before or after the 
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termination of my agency, whether I shall be 
present at the inspection or not, I agree that 
the actual condition of my account with the 
company shall be determined by the report of 
the inspection as it shall be made by the 
authorized person aforesaid as he shall com- 
pute the same from his entries in the inspection 
book. And as I hereby give such employee, who 
shall inspect my agency, as aforesaid, full 
power and authority to compute the sum due 
by me to the company as it shall appear upon 
such inspection by him, and I hereby ratify 
his computation, and agree that the result 
thereof shall be my indebtedness to the com- 
pany, hereby waiving the production of my 
evidence other than such report and account. 
And I agree that this indebtedness, so computed 
and affixed as aforesaid, shall be the amount 
to be recovered by the company upon any bond 
which I have given or shall hereafter give to 
the company, and shall be deducted ‘from any 
deposit of money or other property heretofore 
or hereafter made by me in lieu of such 
bond; and agree in case of such deposit of 
money or property that the same shall not be 
returned to me until my accounts with the 
company shall have been fully examined by it, 
and the same adjusted and paid by me. 

Section 8. The business embraced in my 
agency shall belong to the company, and shall 
not be transferred or sold by me. I agree not 
to accept any compensation from my _suc- 
cessor or other person for the transfer of the 
business of my agency. 

Section 9. I agree to give to the company, 
through my superintendent, not less than seven 
days’ previous notice in writing of my intention 
to resign the agency. And should I resign or 
be dismissed I agree, upon request of any 
officer of this company, or the superintendent, 
to introduce to any person designated by him, 
all the policy-holders on my book 

Section 10. My appointment as agent may 
be revoked and this agreement terminated 
by the company at its pleasure, with or with- 
out cause and without notice. Such salary as 
I shall have received up to the date of my resig- 
nation, or up to the date of the termination of 
this agreement by the company, shall be in 
full payment and satisfaction of all my services 
to the company, and of my compensation under 
this agreement and of all claims upon the com- 
pany. 

Section 12. I further agree 
tend any meeting or join any combination of 
agents or policy-holders of this or any other 
company or society, unless such call, meeting 
or combination be authorized in writing by 
the president of this company, and 

WHEREAS, The American Agents Associa- 
tion has for over six months endeavored 
through their executive officers to have these 
portions of said contracts amended so as to be 
fair with both, the agents and firms employing 
them, and y 

WHEREAS, As the 
promptly discharge or change locations of 
superintendents as soon as our locals com- 
mence action agianst said companies’ locals, 
thus leaving us with no one to fight, and 

WHEREAS, Said sections of contract are 
antagonistic not only to the members of the 
American Agents Association, but also against 
all branches of organized labor. The Ameri- 
can Agents Association through their executive 
officers ordered me as their delegate to re- 
spectively request your honorable body to 





not to call or at- 
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make a demand through your organization that 
these companies amend their contracts with 
agents, so as to meet the wishes of the 
Union Agents represented by the American 
Agents Association being fair to both the com- 
panies and agents employed. 


The Committee recommended: 

RESOLVED, That the committee recom- 
mend that the Secretary of the A. F. of L. 
communicate with the Prudential and Metro- 
politan Insurance Companies, and endeavor to 
secure a modification of contracts with agents 
in accord with the wishes of the American 
Agents’ Association. 





Delegate Sidener said 


to boyeott, but 


they did not 
would much 


desire 
rather 
suggestion tending toward harmony. 


adopt any 
The substitute was adopted. 
Resolution on discontinuing the 
of the fair list in the Official organ. Believing 
that the of the fair list in the 
Federationist is unjust, 
to publish all fair 


publication 


publication 
because it is impossible 
firms, and it is sane to 
assume that all firms or corporations not pub- 
lished in the unfair list are fair firms. Be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That the publication of the fair 


list be discontinued, and the space thus saved 


be devoted to giving a brief outime of the 
causes leading to firms being placed on the 
unfair list, and the goods manufactured by 
them. 
The committee recommended adoption. 
The Secretary opposed the report of the 


Committee; the fair list was indispensable and 
much appreciated. 
Delegate Braunschweiger thought it was free 
advertising. 
Delegate Tobin thought that no firm should 
be included in the fair list 
union 


used a 
stamp of the trade, and 
moved to that effect and seconded by Delegate 
Diehl. 


unless it 


label or some 


time was 
enemies and not enough 
friends. ‘One friend aided 
is an enemy raided.” The affair should be left 
to the 


Delegate Pomeroy said too much 


spent in fighting our 


in advertising our 


discretion of our officers. 

substitute that 
appointed on the Fed 
to whom all such matters should be 


Delegate Pomeroy offered a 
a special committee be 
erationist, 
referred. 
McCarthy 
abolish the list, 


favor of the 
saying we 


Delegate 
report to 


spoke in 
should 
not advertise any line of business. 

Delegate Penna moved the previous question. 
Delegate Tobin withdrew his motion. 

and the motion of 
appoint a 


Previous quesion carried, 


Delegate Pomeroy to special com- 
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mittee on the Federationist, was adopted by 
a vote of 27 to 23. 

Delegate McGuire notified the 
that tickets to the ball distributed. 

The invitation 
Socialist Labor party of New York, to attend a 
mass meeting in Cooper Institute, Friday even- 
ing. 

Delegate 


Convention 
would be 
read an 


Secretary from the 


that all 
body in 


matters 
Chicago be 


Jacobson desired 
relating to the 
referred to the special committee thereon. 

McGuire alluded to the strike of 


the housesmiths in York City, and 


central 


Delegate 
New 
presented the following: 

WHEREAS, The Housesmiths’ and Bridge- 
men’s Unions of New York City are engaged in 
a desperate and manly strugggle ‘against a 
powerful combination of employers, known as 
“The Iron League,” the men having been on 
strike over a month, and hundreds of men are 
involved. The contest is one of fair working 
conditions and trade union principles, there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor do here and 
now express our most unqualified sympathy 


with the housesmiths in their contest, and we 

urge on all trade labor organizations to give 

them every possible help and assisstance. 
President Larry of the Housesmiths Union, 





was then introduced and stated they had tried 
all possible means to prevent the conflict, but 
that it was inevitable. They had 
fused recognition. On the wages they 
receiving they could not support their families 
their children. He 


been re- 
were 
decently nor educate 
thanked the Convention for its expressions of 
sympathy and co-operation. 

Delegate Duncan moved to adopt resolutions 
as read. 

Carried. 

The Chair stated that Delegate Linehan had 
withdrawn from the Committee of 
Address and Lynch had 
pointed in his stead, 


President’s 
Delegate been ap- 

Resolutions offered. 

No. 60. By P. H. Penna. Regarding the 
affiliation of Boot nd Shoe Workers of Chicago 
with Boot and Shoe Workers Union. 

Referred to 


Committee on Organization. 


No. 61. By Delegate McGuire. Regarding 
high dues and beneficial features in trades 
unions. 


Referred to Committee or Organization. 

No. 62. By Delegate Jacobson. Addition to 
Article III., Section 3. After the word “‘pres- 
ident” ‘“tand report of Executive Council.” 

Referred to Committee on 

No. 63. By Delegate 
to bring all stage 
national body of their crafe. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Laws. 
Ryan. To endeavor 


employes unions into the 
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No. 64.- Eaton. On organization 
of boot and shoe workers. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 
McCulloch. To form a 


coremakers. 


Delegate 


No. 65.—Delegate 
national body of 
Referred to 
No. 66.—Delegate 
non-affiliated central 
Refered to Committee on Law. 
O'Sullivan. 
carrying mail on street cars. 


Committee on Organization. 
Klapetzky. Relative to 
locals in our bodies. 


No. 67.—Delegate Relative to 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Kenehan suggested that Joseph Bu- 
chanan be requested to address the Convention, 
Mr. Buchanan was not present. 


The President appointed, as committee on 
Federationist, Delegates Pomeroy, Tobin, 
White, Perkins, Braunschweiger. 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved that Geo. E. 
McNeil be invited to address the Convention. 

Carried. 

Mr. McNeil tendered his appreciation of the 
high upon him in_ being 
granted a seat in the Convention. He referred 
to the attitude of unorganized labor, and the 
labor. He 
remembered went 
from town to town to organize the textile in- 
they shelter and 
endured hardships and as an indication of the 
advancement that 
this convention a delegate from that industry, 


honor conferred 


benefit it derived from organized 


when our representatives 


dustries, how were refused 


had been made, we had in 


and a Senator of Massachusetts, which lent us 
encouragement and showed the industrial situa- 


tion was not hopeless. He spoke for high 
dues, beneficial features, shorter hours and 
higher wages. He spoke of the work done 


by the carpenters, the cigarmakers, and others 
The latter body to-day was 
in striking contrast to the era of the tenement 
The 


gone and the union flag waved triumphant. 


condition of the 





house. tenement house production v 


< 


Garment 
almost in a 


He alluded to the advance of the 


Workers who at one time were 
hopeless condition and now we all rejoiced at 
the success they had achieved. He gloried in 
the American spirit of individual liberty, but 
too often it was preached and not practiced. 
We could not political 


methods advantage of 


secure it by 
taking 
every indication of success to press forward. 


hope to 


alone, but by 


He declared he was an evolutionary socialist, 
not a revolutionary. 

He who stands in the way of affiliation and 
organization with the A. F. of L. was the 
bitterest enemy of socialism, and the trusted 
generosity would prevail in spite of differing 
opinions. 

Adjourned at 5:30. 
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FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Thursday, Dec. 12, 1895. 

Convention called to order at 9:30. 

Roll call ordered. 

Present—Sidener, Klapetzky, Tobin, Eaton, 
Lynch, Jas. Pearce, McGuire, Plumb, Barnes, 
Neuroth, Jacobs, Jacobson, Duncan, Kenehan, 
Albers, Garland, Ashe, W. C. Pearce, Sullivan, 
Diehl, Dennis, Mahon, Furuseth, Elderkin, How- 


ard, White, Prescott, 
wood, Pollard, 
Rist, Perkins, 
Wieman, Lee, 
erson, Lanigan, 
Svindseth, 
tello, 

Absent—Weismann, 
Rowland, 


Higgins, McCraith, Bram- 
Tracey, Junia, Parsons, Duffy, 
McGill, Benedict, McCallum, 
Mailly, Barter, Pomeroy, And- 
McCulloch, Marks, Nicol, 
McCambridge, Fenning, Clark, Cos: 
Drach. 

Kurzeiknabe, Bechtold, 
Linehan, S. Gompers, Dernell, Weiss, 
Reichers, Widdowfield, Keough, Valentine, 
Keefe, O’Connell, Creamer, Pohle, Usher, 
Penna, McBryde, Gelson, Lennon, Blick, Ryan, 
Lawrence, McCarthy, Kennedy, Braun- 
schweiger, 3oehme, Kreyling, Simpson, J. 
Gompers, O’Sullivan, Hollister, Dummett, Mc- 
Gean, Murphy, Mulcare, Mullen, Miller. 

The Credentials Committee reported as fol- 
lows: 

New York, Dec. 12, 1895. 

We, the undersigned, your Committee on 
Credentials, having considered the credentials 
of J. T. Kelly, of the National Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, recommend that the 
credentials be eee and the delegate seated. 

THOS. J. ELDERKIN, 
D P. ROWL AND, 
WILLIAM MAILLY, 
1. B.. TRACEY. 

The Committee on Organization reported as 
follows: 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor be instructed to 
try and organize the Suspender and Narrow 
Elastic Goods Weavers’ of the United States. 
The largest part of said business being lo- 
cated in the States of Massachusetts and Con- 


necticut. The majority of the weavers em- 
ployed in this industry being females, a wo- 
man organizer would be preferable. 


That it be referred to Executive Council. 


Adopted. 


To the Officers and Members of the Fif- 
teenth Annual Convention of the A. F. of 

a. 
GREETING: The Journeymen Barbers’ In- 





ternational Union of America, through its dele- 


gate, hereby submits the following for your 
earnest consideration and support: 

WHEREAS, The Legislatures of the States 
of New York, Illinois and Missouri passec 


within the last year 
barber shops of those 
day;; 

WHEREAS, Such legislation has had a ten- 
dency to improve, the moral, social and financial 
condition of the journeymen barbers and has 
also reduced the hours of labor; therefore be it 


laws which compel the 
states to close on Sun- 


RESOLVED, That we heartily approve of 
such legislation, and that we pledge ourselves 
to encourage similar legislation in other states; 

RESOLVED, That the 
Soard be and is hereby instructed to further 
the efforts of the Journeymen Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union in this direction and to instruct 
all affiliated bodies to render all assistance in 
their power. 

Reaper 

URN 


incoming Executive 


submitted, 
"MEN B: ARB ERS’ INTERNA- 
UNION OF AMERICA, 

y W. EK. Klapetzky, Delegate. 
pelts that it be referred 
Council, 





TION. MI 


Committee 
to Executive 


Adopted. 
WHEREAS, There are at present fully 
twenty locals of musicians in the United 


States affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, and seeing the necessity of a national 
organization with a charter from your body, as 
well as the decided advantage such affiliation 
would be; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we request the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. to exert every ef- 
fort to consummate said national alliance, and 
suggest the appointment of a committee to act. 


Committee recommends its adoption. 
matter would be 


Council, as another 


hoped the 
Executive 


The President 
referred to the 
attempt when the National 


would be made 


League of Musicians next met in Convention. 

Klapetzky said the Committee did 
not intend that positive instructions be given 
Council to organize a national 
would, therefore, amend the 
move that the matter be 
Executive 


Delegate 


the Executive 
they 
would 


body, and 

report, and 

referred to the 
So ordered. 


Council. 


Submitted by the 
Union, by its 


Journeymen Barbers’ In- 
ternational Delegate, W. E. 
Klapetzky: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Board shall furnish to the commissioned organ- 
izers of the A. F. of I. such organizing 
matter as will be sent to them by the Barbers 
International Union, and that the Executive 
Board shall instruct the organizers to use the 
same in organizing the members of that craft 
in unorganized cities. 
recommended that it be. re- 
Council to distribute liter- 


The Committee 
ferred to Executive 
ature when received. 

Adopted. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., December 9, 1895. 

GENTLEMEN: We applied to the officers of 
your honorable body on Nov. 11, ’95, for 
a charter, at the same time informing them who 
we were, also asking that in case there be any 
objection raised to the granting of a charter, 
that an investigation be made by them be- 
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fore our application was rejected. This, we 
are sorry to say, has been refused. 


Your officers advised us to attach ourselves 
to either the International Typographical Un- 
ion or the Association of Machinists, 

Ve are desirous of becoming affiliated with 
the International Union, but are being op- 
posed and prevented to a certain extent by the 
International Association of Machinists, 

We are in every sense an allied craft of 
the printing trade, and are employed in print- 
ing offices in the capacity of a mechanical en- 
gineer, and therefore do not recognize the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists as hav- 
ing any jurisdiction over us, or of any bene- 
fit to us in our line of business. 

We therefore respectfully petition you to 
cause an investigation to be made at once, by 
committee or otherwise, as may suit your con- 
venience, so we may have an opportunity to 
defend our organization and its members and 
demonstrate to you that our position is tenable 
and that we are entitled to recognition. 


The Committee had decided to refer the 
matter to the Convention, as both machinists 
and printers were claiming jurisdiction over 
these men 

The President stated the matter had been 

investigated, and conclusion reached that they 
were machinists and belong to that organiza- 
tion. 
They were machinists simply 
and if they were 
not so they would be with the 
machinists again. The I. A. M. and the I. T. 
U. had tried to form an agreement, but, upon 
submitting it to a referendum vote, both or- 
ganizations rejected it. These men had been 
refused a charter by the I. T. U. He courted 
but saw no reason for it. The case 
was plain; it was simply preposterous for them 
to claim superiority 
to take charge of a type-setting machine re- 
quired no special ability. 


Delegate Ashe: 
employed on special work, 
employed, 


inquiry, 


over other machinists, as 


the remarks 
These men belonged 
There was to be a 


Delegate Bramwood 
of the previous speaker. 
to the machinists union. 


supported 


conference this evening of all the parties con- 
cerned, and he move that it be de- 


ferred until result was known. 


would 


Prescott 
would not interfere at this time, 


Delegate hoped the Convention 
and thus up- 
set the work of the conference. 

Deferred. 
Dele- 


requested 


The Committee further reported that 


gates Howard and ‘Tobin would be 


to appear before them, relative to resolutions 
concerning them. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the reading of 
the minutes be dispensed with. 

Carried. 


The following was read: 
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KODAKING——-FINANCE—LABOR SITUATION. 


Citizen President McBride and Members Na- 
tional Labor Federation, in Convention 
Assembled, Madison Square Garden. 


politics, organizations of 
every kind, having on land and sea, had 
hundred thousand laborers under my orders 
(sans strikes, or complaints), always meeting 
my contracts to their satisfaction. As you have 
outside speakers, vide Swinton-Ducey et al, will 
you allow me half-hour’s talk to kodak on 
black board our shipwrecked finance and labor 
situation ? 

No favors to ask, or 
nothing, but good 


Outside parties, 


place to seek, with 
will towards industrial or- 
ders to help the laborer. Don’t trouble your- 
self to answer unless your delegates (unani- 
mously) would like to see forecast of coming 
events, any hour you select? 
Just as well evening or after 
hours, or Sunday morning, 
ing, as you choose? 2 
With psychic regards, 
GEORGE FRANCIS TRAIN, 
Continental Hotel, zoth St. and Broadway. 
Delegate that Mr. 
be invited to address the Convention. 
Carried. 


Convention 
afternoon or even- 


Pomeroy moved Train 


Grand Master Sargent of the, Locomotive 
Firemen was introduced and spoke of the im- 
portance of our work. He came as an humble 


representative of a trade union, in accord 
with the principles we represented. He would 
extend fraternal greetings from 21,000 loyal 


firemen enrolled under the banner of the trade 
and he looked forward hopefully to the 
time when they would be with us in Conven- 
tion. The future depended upon greater or- 
ganization and unity. 


union, 


Delegate Jacobson desired to introduce Mr. 
Derflinger, of the 
union, who had a matter of importance to com- 


organizer local printers’ 


municate. Mr, Derflinger was introduced, and 
stated that for some years a warfare had been 
waged against the clothing firm of Hacket, Car- 
hart & Co.; that his firm sent for him yester- 
day stating they desired to conform to union 
conditions and have the boycott lifted, and the 
matter was then settled. 

Delegate Reichers desired to thank the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor and the various un- 
ions affiliated, for the assistance rendered in 
the matter in bringing the firm to time. 
moved that a rising vote 
Master Sar- 


expressions. 


Delegate 
of thanks be tendered to Grand 
fraternal 


Pomeroy 


gent for his 
Carried. 
The President then tendered the thanks of 
the Convention to Mr. Sargent, who suitably 
replied. 


The Secretary read the following: 
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To the Officers and Delegates of the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor— 

GREETING: By a unanimous vote the 
fourth annual convention of the National Sea- 
men’s Union adopted the following: 

RESOLVED, That the sincere thanks of the 
seamen of America be and is hereby extended 
to the American Federation of Labor for the 
invaluable aid and support, both moral and 
financial, extended to the members of the 
seafaring fraternity in securing the passage 
of the McGuire Bill, which tends toward the 
amelioration of inhuman conditions which have 
surrounded the life of American seamen. 

RESOLVED, That our thanks are also emi- 
nently due to Bros. Adoplh Strassen and An- 
drew Furuseth, both of whom labored energeti- 
cally and successfully to secure the passage of 
ihe above mentioned measure. 

T. J. ELDERKIN, 

Sec’y Seamen’s National Union. 

The following resolutions were then offered: 

No. 68. By Delegate Klapetzky. 
to having central bodies compel local barbers’ 
procure a_ charter, 
from the International Union. 


Referred to Committee on Law. 
No. 69. 

the barbers in 
Referred to 


Relative 


unions to within three 


months, 
ly 2 > R slative ere $a 

>y same. elative to organizing 
unorganized cities. 
Committee on 


offered the 


Organization. 


Delegate Pomeroy following: 
WHEREAS, Dissentions exist between un- 
ions of certain organized crafts attached to the 
American Federation of J,abor—dissentions 
which are dangerous to the organization im- 
mediately concerned and to union labor in 
general—-divisions which every union wage- 
worker is deeply interested in harmonizing; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a special committee of 
five representatives of central trades councils 
be and is appointed, said committee to be 
known as committee of conciliation; said com- 
mittee to call before them the representatives of 
the unions interested, among which may be 
prominently mentioned the Brewers’ National 
Union and local 18 of Chicago, and the 
srotherhood of Painters and Decorators of 
America as represented by both Messrs. 
and McKenney, and such other matters 
character as may be deemed necessary to aid 
in bringing about that harmony so essential 
to trades union success. 


Adopted. 


The following resolutions were then offered: 
No. 70. By Delegate 
the eight hour congressional law. 
Referred to 








Duncan. To amend 


Committee on Resolutions. 


No. 71. sy Delegate Higgins. Relating 
to government ownership of the telegraph. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Relating to 
badge. 


No. 72. By Delegate Sidener. 
the recognition of the 

Referred to Committee on 
Labels. 


canvassers’ 
Joycotts and 
Advocating 


No. 73. By Delegate O’Connell. 
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the joining together of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Engineers and the A. F. of IL, 
Referred to 


Committee on Organization. 


No. 74. By Delegate Sullivan. To help 
build up the Brotherhod of Painters and Dec- 
orators of America. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 
The special order on boot and shoe makers’ 
label was here taken up. 
called 
result 


Eaton upon Delegate Pom- 
of their 


which was 


Delegate 


eroy to report the conference 
with 


the previous day. 


the> Chicago Union, ordered 


Delegate Pomeroy stated conference had 


been held between the boot and shoemakers’ 
union and the local union of the same craft 
of Chicago, and that all matters had heen amic- 


would ask that Mr. 
allowed to ad- 


ably’ adjusted; and he 
Jones, of the 
dress the Convention. 


Chicago local, be 


Approved. 

Mr. Jones said they had always done their 
hest to their craft by fostering 
friendly relations and otherwise. In line with 


organize 


this, they had conferred yesterday, and he was 
pleased to say, a_ satisfactory 
all parties had been reached. 


conclusion “to 


Delegate Tobin expressed his pleasure at 


the outcome; there really never was any con- 

flict between the 

looked for entire 
Moved that the label of the 

Workers’ approved, in 

with Committee’s report on the day 
Carried. 


organizations, and he now 
success in the future. 

3oot and Shoe 
Union be accordance 
previous. 


The following resolution was then offered: 
No. 75. sy Albers. Against the 
vampire system of employment agencies. 
Referred to Resolutions. 
Eltweed Pomeroy, editor of the Direct Legis- 
was introduced, and said in part 
an honor to speak before such 


Delegate 


Committee on 


lation Record, 
he considered it 
a gathering, the representatives of the common 
people of whom the “God 
loved them; he made so many of 


great Tincoln said, 
must have 
them.” It was also an 
men who had first championed the principle of 
self-government embodied in direct legislation. 
of the old 
vigor in which his aim 
would be accomplished. We had led the ad- 
vance. Wendel? Phillips was condemned as a 
dangerous demagogue; now he was almost re- 
vered as a saint. Henry D. Lloyd said: “There 
is often only a generation between a demagogue 
demi-god.”” Reforms come from the 
martyr and the victim. He 


honor to meet the 


He was here to force home some 


truths to inspire new 


and a 
protests of the 
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made an appeal for a greater effort for the free institutions if it cannot defend and en- 
principles of direct’ legislation, the father of large them. 


which, in this country, was a member of our The following resolutions were then offered: 


organization, J. W. Sullivan. It is said we : i 
g ‘ t : ' liti : Thi she 3 No. 76. By Delegate M. M. Jacobs. To 
must not go into politics. lis was right in . : . ee 
g ik a sca reaffirm boycott agianst Clement, Bane & Co. 
a party sense. Partisan organization was . 7 ' 
eae Referred to Committee on Boycotts and 
sure death. But in the broader sense we must re 
go into politics, bound to no party. This os ; 
ee . vf 2 le o she 4 7 
could be done by the iniative and referendum, No. 77. By Delegate Ashe. On violation of 


which must be secured by more light and more ight hour law on Government work by Phoe- 

noise on our part. It was not a panacea, but nix Bridge Co. 

a great step in advance. Vigilance is the Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

price of liberty, and a nation is not worthy of The Delegates to the British Trades Union 
Congress, then reported as follows 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO THE BRITISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 


To the Members of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Workers:—As your delegates to the Twenty-eighth Congress of the British Trades 
Unions, held at Cardiff, Wales, September 2d—7th, 1895, it becomes our pleasant duty to submit 
this our report: 


MEASURES DISCUSSED. 


In order that you may have a fair conception of the work of the Congress we here give the 
different topics discussed by the Delegates. The unemployed—co-operation—working hours for 
boys—federation of trades—eight hours workday—employers’ liability for injuries to employes 
abolition of the House of Lords (second legislative chamber)—amending law relative to conspiracy 
and breaches of the peace in labor disputes—-to remove civil disabilities from recipients of public 
relief—factory legislation—-payment of salaries to Members of VParliament—against pauper aliens 
landing---payment of salaries to members of county councils—representation of labor in all 
legislative bodies, national or local—-prohibiting “‘over time’—fair wages and eight hours on 
government work-—the government to publish a list of contractors in the Labor Gazette—the gov- 
ernment to have its printing done in establishments paying union rates and giving union con- 
ditions—-carly closing of stores—le ‘galizing merchandise marks fasion labels)—laws relating to 
checkweighmen to be extended to the iron and _ steel industries protesting against the German 
Emperor’s repressive measures against the workers of that country—against piece-work—for 
the appointment of a commission royalty rents and rates on railroads—for the government owner- 
ship of land, minerals and railroads--to secure compensation to men injured in foreign ships in 
British ports—special scale of compensation for all persons injured or killed while engaged in 
dangerous buildings—for certificate of practical fitness for persons in charge of steam boilers or 
engines—requiring ships’ carpenters going to sea shall pz proper examination—semi-annual 
examination of steam boilers—-for holes in vessels ’tween decks to allow ecape of firemen and 
others in case of fainting, fire, explosion or collision at sea—for railroad inspectors—for com- 
pulsory sale of land when necessary to open up industry—municipalization of all docks and 
wharves—prohibiting labor from Saturday noon until Monday morning—for compulsory work- 
shop accommodation rainst sweat shop system—making it an offense for employers to bring 
workmen into districts already well supplied to purge the co-operative movement of those who 
seek to bring it to the level of the capitalist sweater—for a better system of public schools 
and education—eight hours workday for miners and bakers —protesting against the continuance 
of capital punishment—-demanding the full right of organizing for government employes—pro- 
hibition of child labor under fourteen years and of “night work’ for all under eighteen years of 
age—prohibiting loads over six tons for teams consisting of two horses—demanding that workers 
who die while following their employment, their relatives or trade union officials shall have the 
right to representation at coroner's inquest—demanding that ‘‘contracting out’ of the anti-truck 
system law shail be unlawful—that trade union rates of wages shall be paid to government 
employes—that all legislation relative to labor shall apply equally to both sexes—that labor shall 
have first lien for, wages—that employers be held responsible for loss of tools lost by fire on 
their premises—that the baking trade be classed under the schedule of “unhealthy trade” requir- 
ing special sanitary regulation and supervision. 

There were many other questions proposed and discussed, but which for one reason or another 
were not adopted. 























POLICY OF THE CONGRES 





At several of our conventions the attitude of the British trade unions has been frequently 
quoted as an inducement for us to follow in their lines of policy. In no instance has this been 
more ingeniously utilized than by those who sought to engraft the declaration in favor of col- 
lectivism on our organization. Following out this mode of citation we would call your attention 
to a resolution offered by the delegate who was the author of the collectivist resolution adopted 
at the previous congress at Norwich. The resolution he offered at Cardiff reads: 

That agreeing with the remarks of the Parliamentary Committee respecting the unemployed 
problem, we regret that during the past year they have taken no steps on the mandate given to 
them by the Congress of 1894, viz., to promote and support legislation in favor of the nationaliza- 
tion of the land and means of production, and which, in the opinion of this congress, was the 


Eisen 
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only real solution of the ever-recurring problem of men, women and children starving in a 
land of plenty.”’ . 

he vote on the resolution was: For,186,000, against, 607,000. It was thus defeated by a 
majority of 411,000. 

Thus the proposition of the collectivist principle failed of endorsement by an overwhelming 
adverse vote. 

In view of the change of sentiment within a year upon such a vital issue we believed it 
our duty to make inquiry as to its cause. We soon learned that under the system of representa- 
tion of organizations and voting power of delegates to the congresses the gravest misrepresentation 
of the membership was possible and occurred. 

In the first place each delegate to the congress had but one vote regardless of the membership 
represented, and since the larger organizations never could send their full quota of delegates by 
reason of the great expense involved, and as the smaller organizations were for some reason or 
another always fully represented, it can be easily appreciated how practically a minority view 
could prevail. This method of representation and voting power was changed at the Cardiff 
Congress, practically upon the equitable basis prevailing em the conventions of the y Boies sa 
Federation of Labor; i. e., each delegate now casts one vote for every member represented. 

A further reason for the apparently changed sentiments is found in this fact. Many delegates 
at the Norwich Congress voted in favor of the collectivist resolution, believing, as they declared 
to us, that would do no harm to the trade union movement, that it would satisfy the radical 
elements in the movement, and that all would thereafter act in harmony. It was found that after 
the close of that congress those who had secured the passage of the resolution, proclaimed that 
the adoption of the resolution carried with it the declaration that the trade unions were old and 
effete institutions, that their methods and tactics to secure better conditions for the workers were 
thereafter to be eschewed and new lines, that of building a political party founded upon socialistic 
theories, was to be the principal work of the trade unions. When the trade unionist realized the 
full extent of the purpose of the resolution, they determined upon some course to demonstrate 
their true sentiments and belief. 

It is but proper that we should also report to you that in conference with a number of dele- 
gates, they cz andidly admitted that the adoption of the collectivist , resolution at Norwich was a 
mistake, but that “it would not do to acknowledge it to the world.’ 





POLITICAL ACTION. 


We would also call your attention to the adoption of the following at the Cardiff Congress: 
“That this congr endorses the principle of independent labor representation upon all local and 
government administrative hodies but would leave the power of selection in the hands of the 
constitutencies, and where it is found advisable in the interest of the working classes. This 
Congress is prepared to support candidates who are adopted by and receiving support from the 
political parties—either liberal, conservative nationalist or unionist, that in furtherance of this 
object, this congre: instructs the parliamentary to use its influence in urging upon the gov- 
ernment, the necessity of appointing workingmen upon the borough and county magesterial 
benches.” 

In reporting this matter fully to you, we do not wish to have it inferred that we took sides 
with either view. We have observed in our conventions and our movement, a worthy desire by all 
to learn the lessons taught by our British fellow trade unionists, all have pointed out. their 
declarations and actions, and all have urged that so far as our own economic, politic and social 
conditions would admit that we follow them. In the interest of our movement, this matter should 
be fully understood. 

In many industries of Great Britain, the workers are employed regularly a lesser number of 
hours than our workers in the same trades. From what we have learned, however, the so-called 
“over-time” is a greater general evil than exists among us; although great efforts are now being 
made to lessen it, and hopes are entertained that in the near future, except in great emergencies, 
to entirely abolish it. 

In the matter of congress we found that its make up is much like our conventions. There are 
two features however which materially differ, one of which we can adopt with advantage, the 
other we think unpractical. In the congress very little if any new matter is brought up for 
discussion and action; other than such propositions which have been duly forwarded to the 
executive office at least six weeks before the meeting of the congress. These propositions are sent 
to all the organizations affiliated, which, if they desire, may forward amendments within four 
weeks of the congress. These propositions and amendments are sent to the delegates-elect two 
weeks before the meeting. We are aware that our Federation has adopted a similar measure, but 
we are of the opinion that until it is more generally accepted that new matter or measures which 
have not been regularly proposed and submitted before our conventions, we may be likely to have 
resolutions adopted for which there is insufficient time for consideration, as well as consultation 
with the rank and file of our membership. 

The other feature to which we refer is the one which practically requires the congress to 
have as chairman a man recommended by the central body of the locality in which the congress 
is held. In our judgment the presiding Officer of an important gathering such as the conventions 
A the trade unions of the United States or Great Britain should as with us be a responsible 
officer. 














OUR RECEPTION. 


At the time set apart for that purpose we were introduced to the congress with great warmth 
and cordiality of expression and demonsfration. In addressing the men and women there 
assembled we felt as if we were standing upon ground consecrated by ages of suffering, self- 
sacrificing and devoted men. That we were facing and were surrounded by men and women who 
would stand or fall for the right; who would rescue the child from the factory, the mill or the 
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mine and enoble them through the influence of the school room and the playground; whose every 
word and act sought the full enfranchisement and emancipation of the wealth producer, the 
attainment of the day when ‘‘man’s inhumanity to man” shall be a question relegated to the 
barbaric practices of the past. 

In our addresses we not only conveyed to our fellow unionists the fraternal greetings of their 
American brothers and sisters of labor, we reviewed the conditions prevailing among us, and the 
obstacles which stand in our way and which we hope and strive to overcome. We endeavored to 
represent the sentiments of our entire membership, reviewing the past, presenting the present 
and declaring our hopes and aspirations for the future. 

It would be false modesty did we not mention that our remarks were received with en- 
thusiastic fervor, hearty responses and fraternal good wishes, At the conclusion of our speeches, 
we were each presented with a medallion. 

The week before the opening of the congress we went to Manchester, Liverpool and Dublin. 
At each place meetings of the Trades Councils were previously arranged for, and we gleaned much 
which we regard as material information as to the prevailing conditions. Of course it is impossible, 
as it might be inappropriate to refer to many matters in this report, and for which we anticipate 
reporting in another way, but it is our manifest duty to say that the experience of our own 
workers is in line with that of our British trades unionists; that the unions based on low dues 
have been of but comparatively little benefit to the workers; that their membership has 
fluctuated, and many of them formerly the boast of the so-called “New Trades’ Unionism,” 
are but skeletons of their former existence. 











CONSISTENT ACTION. 

In our visit to Dublin we learned of an incident in the career of the Trades’ Council of that 
city, which is not only noteworthy for the consistency of the trades unionists, but is also a 
tribute to the recognition of the principle that the labor movement in its essence is a class 
struggle in the interests of humanity. The incident to which we refer occurred a few years ago 
when the feeling and excitement ran high among Irishmen, each allying himself with the ‘‘Parnell” 
or ‘‘Anti-Parnell” wing of the Irish National movement. Each wing insisted that the Trades’ 
Council declare for its side of the bitter controversy. Despite the fact that every delegate was 
an ardent devotee to Ireland’s cause, and an active disputant on the mooted question, the Trades’ 
Council, as a council, decided that it would remain neutral. As a result, we found the trades’ 
unionists in Dublin as near a unit in spirit and action, as we have in any city on our travels. 











SPEECH. 

Nor is it amiss to state that in every part of Great Britain we were most pleasantly surprised 
to observe the enjoyment and full exercise of the absolute right of free public assemblage and 
free speech. It is general in,every city and town to hold public meetings particularly on Sunday 
afternoon, in the public parks or public squares. In the former any convenient article which wiil 
elevate the speaker above the heads of his hearers is utilized, while in the squares the pedstals 
of monuments are used as platforms. On several occasions we observed men_on the four sides 
of the pedestal were addressing different assemblages upon as many widely differing topics. The 
police in attendance aided in maintaining order and supported the platform rather than the 
reverse which we have with regret too frequently observed in our own country in the past few 
years. 








TRIP ON THE CONTINENT. 

Taking advantage of the: time which was at our disposal by reason of our inability to secure 
return passage earlier we visited. Paris, France; Hamburg, Germany; and Amsterdam, Holland; 
and were amply rewarded by much valuable information gathered, which we also hope to lay 
before our workers at another time, but we refer to the visit for the pupose of making known 
to you a few matters which should be reported here. 

In Paris the Bourse du Travail (the central body of organized labor,) the Typographical 
Union and the delegates who visited this country during the World’s fair of 1893, arranged 
meetings upon three successive evenings. From many of the addresses and conversations with the 
workers we learned that an earnest effort is being made to thoroughly organize the workers in 
trade unions. The fraternal greetings and cordial receptions accorded us were of the most gratify- 
ing character. 

In Hamburg we had a “‘conference’”’ with the executive officers of the German trades union 
movement as well as a large number of representative organized workers. While the trade union 
movement in Germany is slowly forging ahead we find that it suffers much from being deprived 
by the government of the full right of organization. We also find that the trade union move- 
ment has been subdrdinated by the political party to which the workingmen of that country 
chiefly belong. Hence through this repressive power of the government on the one hand, and 
the political party domination on the other, the difficulty for the growth and development of the 
trade unions in Germany can be appreciated. 

It is with pleasure we report that the Cardiff congress resolved to send a delegation to our 
convention and we are heartily proud to accord a hearty welcome to the two sturdy trade unionists 
who are with us today expressing the inarticulate yearning of the toilers for a better and a 
nobler conception of human rights and human justice. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion we beg to attest our sincere appreciation of the many courtesies extended to 
us by all with whom we had the pleasure to come in contact, and who as cheerfully aided us to 
make the work connected with our trip so pleasant, and, we hope, successful; and to return 
thanks to the American Federation of Labor for the mark of respect and confidence in entrust- 
ing us with the mandate of America’s organized workers to our brothers and sisters of the ‘“‘old 
world.” Earnestly expressing the hope that we have been in some measure instrumental in 
attaining the goal, for which the whole past of the human rere! has been honed — continuous 
and preparatory struggle, the establishment of the Brotherhood of Man. We rem 

Fraternally yours, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
P. J. McGUIR 
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Delegate 
ceived and spread upon the minutes. 


Lennon moved that report be re 
Adopted. 


Delegate Lennon moved that we hear at 3:30 


[1895 


this afternoon from 
Adopted. 
Delegate Barter moved.that we adjourn until 


3 o'clock. Carried. 


our English delegates. 


FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order at 3. Delegate 
Tracey moved that smoking be prohibited while 
women were present. Carried. 

Delegate Higgins moved to dispense with roll 
call. Carried. 

President McBride stated the fraternal dele- 
gates of the National Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union were present and if it was the 
pleasure of the convention he would introduce 
them. 

Mary T. 
at length, saying she brought the 
their president, Willard, 


work, which had much sympa- 


Burt then addressed the convention 
rreeting of 
Francis who sent us 
godspeed in our 
thy with 


and fraternity. 


theirs——temperance, purity, equality 
We also stood for equal wages 
for equal work regardless of sex, and the plac- 
ing of woman on the same footing as man, not 
She realized the 


importance of our work in the industrial field 


as a policy, but as a right. 


whose inventions were the wonder of Europe. 
She had voted against the 
death penalty the day previous, as no one had a 
right to take a life. She did not believe the 
workers of this state of New York were in fa- 
vor of Sunday saloons; 

Mrs. J. H. 


the labor features of the temperance movement, 


was also glad we 


the charge was unjust. 


Stoukenberger, who represented 
then spoke to the delegates. The labor question 


of the The 
time is opening our eyes to the facts of our 


was that world. realism of our 
civilization, the greed for wealth, and the des- 
titution of the If man 
the image of God he ought to be able to main- 
tain a condition worthy of that image; 


have better 


poor. were made in 
must 


dwellings, homes and 
manhood. We 
would never secure better homes until we had 
conditions. 


reform are 


conditions, 


wages, culture, recognition of 


better knowledge of home Tem- 


perance and labor so closely en- 


twined, they must work together. Courage 


and sacrifice were needed. 
Moved that the 
Federationist. 


address be printed in the 
Carried. 

The delegates from the British Trade Union 
Congress were then introduced. 


Edward Cowey addressed the delegates at 


considerable length. Before he proceeded, he 
desired to say that he had just received very 
good news from the old country. Over 90,000 
workmen had been locked out, on the Clyde, in 
Scotland, in the shipbuilding trade. The buifd- 
ers had determined to crush out their organi- 
zation. They had failed. 
and would secure an advance now and in 
ruary 


The men had won, 
Feb- 
had come here, he had 
trade 


next. Since he 


heard much praise of unionism, which 


was hardly necessary, and he had wondered if 
he had gone back to the days of his infancy. 


Their union was organized in 1820. In 1842, 
they had got a law preventing children from 
working in mines. ‘The noble lords had said 
the boys were healthy enough to work in 


mines; but their trade unions thought different. 
The 


sound-at-bottom 


thorough 
had de 


rived so many benefits, they would not think 


miners of Great Britain were 


trade unionists, and 
of leaving their old beaten track of trade unions 


to get on any new one. They had struck out 
the old doctrines that prices should rule wages, 
whether men should live or die, and substituted 
a new, that wages should govern prices, should 
be the first cost of production before dividends 
were declared. They had raised wages forty 
The 


capitalists had said we were a commodity, must 


per cent in two years above the standard. 


be bought on the basis of the number seeking 
work; but if 
would fix the price, and 
put it on the shelf. 
in which the buyer 


our labor was a commodity we 


when refused would 
He knew of no commodity 
Yet 


which 


only fixed the price. 


this was the old doctrine, for fighting 
they had threatened the miners with plank beds 
in prison. Why should not the trader sell for 
what the worker could give? This put the shoe 
on the other foot. Under non-union conditions 
voice in the sharing of 
thanked the delegates 
He trusted the fra- 


ternal conditions would continue; his wish was 


the worker had no 


profits. In closing he 


for the courtesies shown. 


that the two English speaking worlds should be 
united; he was instructed to present an invita- 


tion to that effect, so that we could combine on 
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one common 
emy, viz., 


ground against the common en- 
capital. 


The address was received with much en- 
thusiasm. 
James Mawdsley spoke of the pleasure it 


afforded him to be with us and thoroughly ap- 
preciated the of kindness 
He also hoped to see us represented at the next 
congress. The Socialistic Con- 
gress had changed its name to the International 
Socialist Workers and Trades Union Congress 
and with this alteration the trade 
unions decided to take part, and they would be 
delighted to 
think the 
should be entirely laid to capitalists. 


many acts shown. 


International 


English 


Americans. He did not 
faults of our 


receive 
industrial conditions 
If he was 
a capitalist, he would, no doubt, do the 
as they, and 


same 


blaming their wickedness and 


praising our virtues would never get to the 


kept 
recognize 


bottom. The workers of the world were 


down simply because they did not 


the business end of the situation. There was 
nothing, for 


If we are to progress, it must be 


too much expected for love and 
sympathy. 
done on business lines and not on sentimental. 
If we with the 
capitalist, we must pay the price. They had 
their 
ninepence per 


wanted to be on an equality 





raised dues from sixpence to one and 


week, equivalent to forty-two 


cents. They were thus enabled to fight. In 
one struggle their union had spent 167,000 
pounds, and modified a reduction of ten per 


cent to two and one-half. Since then no one 
had ever ventured to even chirp about reducing 
wages in the cotton spinning trade. He did 
freedom when not sup- 
ported by the business organizations. In the 
south they had political freedom, but they had 
no organizations, and hence worked from 52 to 


Referring to State Social- 


not count on political 


66 hours per week. 


ism he said they had some disagreement be 
tween men of that faith and the trade unionist, 
but not so intensified as here. He appreciated 
the remarks of Delegate Weismann at Cooper 
that 
the platform as off. We all agree as to ulti- 


ys he wants all 


Union there were as good socialists on 
mate desires. The socialist sz 
he produces, and alf say likewise. The ques- 
tion is, how to get it? Why should they dis- 
agree? Let us all work in the same camp; the 
best system will evolve. Let us not call each 





other names so long as our duty is done man- 


fully; let us reserve our opprobrious epithets 


for our enemies. If the socialists accomplish 
most, there will be a gradual movement in that 


direction, or vice versa. If we wrangle over 
it, the capitalist laughs. 
The address was well received and frequently 


interrupted with show of approval. 


—13 
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Delegate O’Sullivan said he had a circular 
which was distributed throughout the hall, but 
which did not bear the printer’s union 
He desired the 
against this 


label. 
convention to go on 
practice, that no 
received by this convention. 

The chair said a resolution 
sented to the committee on law 


record 
more such be 
should be pre 
to that effect. 
asked that the 
Musical Union 


The credentials committee 


delegate from the Progressive 


and others interested, meet in the committee 


room. 


The special committee on the Chicago central 
body reported as follows: 


Your committee appointed to consider the 
matter of the differences between the trade and 
labor assembly and the labor congress of Chi- 
cago, after a careful consideration of the cor- 
respondence in the case, beg leave to report as 
follows: 


First—-That the request of the trade and 
labor congress contained in its letter of Decem- 
ber 5, 1895, to this convention, be not com- 
plied with. 

Second—That the following request of the 
Chicago trade and labor assembly, namely, that 
the incoming executive council of the A. F. of 
I. send two of its members to Chicago within 
three months to call together representatives 
of all the trade unions of that city and vi- 
cinity, for the purpose of reorganizing the trade 
and labor assembly on a foundation of harmony, 


be complied with. 
H. Rf ag 
‘R AN EE, 
Mc 
A. FU 
ROBE 


Fics bel 


Delegate O’Connell moved to concur. 
Delegate Barnes moved that Charles Dold, a 
representative of the labor 
the privilege of the floor. 


congress be given 

Delegate Pomeroy was opposed to this amend- 
ment. Mr. Dold had opportunity, but did not 
appear before the committee. The proposition 
of the Trade and Labor assembly 
one, and 


was a good 


requires no lengthy discussion. It 
conditions are bad and liable 
Why thrash out the subject here 


without profit and much to the disgust of some 


recognizes that 
to get worse. 
of our members. It would not be conducive to 


harmony; but would rather widen the breach. 


If Mr. 


in Chicago. 


Dold spoke it would do no good here or 
Let Chicago settle its own affairs 
in Chicago, under supervision of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

Delegate Jacobs saw no good reason for pre- 
Dold speaking. 
the place to thrash it out. 
the A. F. of L. 
allowed others to 
Dold. All they 


venting Mr. from This was 
We want to show 
members the facts. We had 
why not Mr. 


asked was fair play to be heard. 


speak, and 
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Ashe 


over 


had 


which 


the Federation 


organization 


said no 
the Mr. 

He thought the proposition 
of the Trades Assembly a good one. 


Delegate 
jurisdiction 
Dold represented. 


Delegate O’Sullivan objected to granting per- 
to Mr. Dold. The committee 
to investigate and report; 
content to abide by its decision. 


mission 
pointed 


was ap- 


he was 

Delegate Reichers moved that the report be 
referred back to and 
Dold and Pomeroy be requested to appear. 
O’Connell thought that it 
strange that the parties who came all the way 
from Chicago on this case specially should not 


the committee, Messrs. 


Delegate was 


have appeared before the committee. He was 
opposed to delay in this matter. His organiza- 
tion Chicago had held aloof. They had 17 


lodges with 1,800 members ready to go in when 
this matter was settled, and help purify the 
movement. It was the trade unionists of Chi- 
cago they wanted to get together, not the dis- 
satisfied element who are disrupting the move- 
ment. 

asked if it 
minutes 


to 
had not 


un fair 
he 


Delegate Barnes was 
allow Mr. Dold ten 
been notified of the committee meeting. 
be some fear 
something exposed. It 


when 
There 
that there would be 
was the right of the 
to know the facts and the methods 
pursued by some of our locals. The fear that 
Mr. Dold say things unpleasant, 
not deter us. 


seemed to 
convention 


might 


He 


must 
alluded to a circular which 


was distributed over the hall, and which done 
an injustice. It used strong language that 
called for a hearing from the other side. It 
was said there would be no harmony in Chi 
cago unless harmony was here. If that har- 
mony was to be obtained by suppression it was 
not harmony to be desired. He would move 


that further consideration be postponed until 
tomorrow morning when in executive session 
Mr. Dold could be heard. Seconded by Dele- 
gate Jacobs. 

Delegate Barnes asked if documents had 
been read from both sides. 

Delegate Furuseth stated two letters had 
been read, one from each side, and a resolution 
from the convention. He thought the report 
should be adopted. 

Delegate Barnes moved, as a substitute for 
the whole, that further consideration be de 


ferred until tomorrow. 

Delegate Lee saw nothing to be accomplished 
in deferring action. 

Delegate Elderkin was in the re 
had no dirty linen to did not 
want to see the proposition to get together de 


of 


wash; 


favor 
port; 
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feated; 
sion movements or dual organization. 


he did not believe in upholding seces 


The substitute was lost. 

The motion to refer back was lost. 

The motion to admit Mr. Dold was lost. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Delegate O’Sullivan asked for a suspension 
of the to offer a protesting 
against the absence of printers’ label on docu- 


rules resolution 
ments which were distributed in hall. 

Delegate [ennon moved to suspend reports 
of committees, and take up admission of reso- 
lutions. 

No. 78. By Delegate Reichers. 
boycott on Hacket, Carhart & Co. 
committee on boycotts. 


On raising 
Referred to 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved that hereafter the 
distribution of printed matter be prohibited at 


these conventions unless such printed matter 
bears the label of the typographical crafts. 
Adopted. 

No. 79. By Delegate O’Sullivan. To appro 


priate money to organize the textile workers of 


the south. Referred to committee on organi- 
zation. 
No. 80. By the same. In regard to chang- 


ing pledge of federal unions. Referred to com- 


mittee on laws. 
No. 81. Asking 
congress to speedily pass certain bills introduced 


By Delegate Furuseth. 


by Judge Maguire. Referred to committee on 
resolutions. 
No. 82. By 
ing boycott on 
of 


boycott. 


No. 83. 


Delegate Kurzenknabe. Endors- 
Engel 


to 


Bergner & 
Referred 


Brewing Co. 


Philadelphia. committee on 


By the same. ‘To improve condition 


of malthouse employees. Referred to com- 
mittee on boycotts. 

No. 84. By Delegate Pomeroy. On _ the 
Federationist. Referred to a special committee. 

No. 85. By the same. On taxation. Re- 
ferred to committee on laws. 

No. 86. By Delegate Lee. Sympathizing 


with the Cubans and poor and oppressed of all 

nations. 
No. 87. 

migration. 


Committee on resolutions. 


By Delegate Marks. On illegal im 


Referred committee 


to on reso 
lutions. 

No. 88. By Delegate Elderkin. On direct 
legislation. Referred to committee on _ reso- 
lutions. 

No. 89. By Delegate Dernell. To reaffirm 


boycott on S. Ottenberg & 


ferred to committee on boycotts. 


sros.’ cigars. Re- 
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Usher. Protesting 


against change of name of the charter to the 


No. 90. By Delegate 
Brotherhod of Brassworkers. 

No. 91. By Delegate Kenehan. Recommend- 
ing the institutes for the 
broader education of mechanics. Referred to 


establishment of 


committee on resolutions. 

No. 92. By Delegate Lennon. On protective 
tariff laws demanded for protection of custom 
tailors. Referred to committee on resolutions. 


No. 93. By Delegate Duncan. On A. F. of 
I. assisting to reorganize the Granite Cutters’ 
Union. Referred to committee on organization. 

No. 94. By Delegate Linehan. Pledging sup- 
port to carpenters for shorter work day. Re- 
ferred to committee on eight-hour day. 
asked if Executive Couneil 


Delegate Eaton 


could pass on boycott, and chair replied it 
could, and that all boycotts must be presented 
thereto. 


Delegate Weismann. To reaf 
of Chicago convention to im- 
condition of bake 
ferred to committee on resolutions. 


No. 95. By 
firm position 
prove sanitary shops. Re- 

No. 96. 
tion of padrone system. 


By Delegate O'Sullivan. On aboli- 
Referred to committee 
on resolutions. 

Reichers. In regard 
Progressive 


No. 97. By Delegate 
to credentials of Jos. Krinks, of 
Musicians’ Union. Referred to committee on 
credentials. 

No. 98 By Delegate 
tion and maintenance of a political party. Re- 
ferred to committee on resolutions. 


Jarnes. On organiza 


The committee on resolutions reported as 
follows: 

By committee: Believing that the workers 
are entitled to the rest of one day in seven, we 
desire to enter our emphatic protest against 
any legislation, state or otherwise, which tends 
to open the way for a violation of this princi® 
ple. Adopted. 


By Henry Weismann, Bakers’ and Confec- 
tioners National Union: 
RESOLVED, That we reiterate the protest 


against the present disgraceful and dangerous 
method under whicl the great majority of the 
bakeries of this country are being operated, 
and we demand, both in the interest of the 
millions of bread consumers as well as the 
producers, that the legislatures of our states 
and the municipalities of our cities enact legis- 
lation for the inspection and the regulation of 
labor in these shops. 

RESOLVED, Further, that we heartily en- 
dorse the achievements of the bakers of New 
York state in securing the passage of a bakery 
inspection law, and that we appeal to our mem 
bers and affiliated locals to assist the bakers of 
the states of New Jersey, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Illi- 
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nois, Missouri, Michigan and Colorado, in their 
present efforts to obtain similar legislation. 
Committee 


recommended adoption. Ap 


proved. 


The committee recommended that a resalu 
tion by Delegate Weismann be referred to that 
committee. 

By Delegate Duncan: 


WHEREAS, The “great emergency” clause 
in the congressional eight-hour law of 1885 is 
being abused to the detriment of the shorter 
work day; and 

WHEREAS, The same law is being grossly 
violated in general principle in that the present 
and past Presidents of the United States and 
the last two Attorney-Generals have construed 
the law to mean that it only covered work done 
for the government at the place where the pro- 
duction was to be used; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the incoming executive 
council cavse to have prepared and introduced 
into congress immediately an amendment to the 
existing eight- hour law providing that all work 
included in the bill be done at not more than 
eight hours’ work in any twenty-four hours, 
and wherever the work may be done; also that 
such amendment shall define the nature of a 
“great emergency,” as used in the bill. 

Committee recommended adoption. Approved. 

By International Typographical Union dele- 
gation: 

RESOLVED, 
its demand for the 


That this convention reiterates 
government ownership of 
the telegraph lines of this country, and the 
officers of this Federation are hereby ordered 
to heartily assist the effort of the International 
Typogt raphical Union to attain this end. 

Committee recommended adoption. Approved. 

By Delegate Ashe: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
at once call the attention of the War Depart- 
ment, at W ‘ashington, to the fact that the eight- 
hour law is being violated by the Pheenix Bridge 
Co., in the government arsenal at Rock Island, 
Ill., on a government contract now being ex- 
ecuted at that place. 

Committee recommended adoption. 

Delegate O’Connell 
ceived a telegram that the Phoenix 
was working ten hours on government bridge 
at Rock Island, III. 

Ashe: 


Approved. 


stated he had just re- 
Bridge Co. 


By Delegate 

WHEREAS, Written constitutions for a 
state or nation are not essential ‘to the fullest 
exercise and enjoyment of liberty by the peo 
ple, and 

WHEREAS, Under the binding force of such 
constitution, laws enacted by the representa- 
tives of the people for the public good have 
been frequently declared void by judges of 
state and federal courts. Therefore, 

RESOLVED, That, in the opinion of the 
convention, all written constitutions ought to be 
abolished. As no constitution can be, in the 
nature of things, superior to the expressed 
will of the people when enacted into law. 
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The committee offered the following substi- 
tute: 

WHEREAS, Present judicial and other gov- 
ernmental evils are due, not to the constitu- 
tion of the United States, but in violation of its 
provisions, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor declare its unswerving allegiance to 
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the constitution of the United States and insist 
upon its enforcement as to letter and spirit. 


Delegate Ashe opposed the substitute. 


Delegate Lennon moved that the whole matter 
lie on the table. Adopted, 37 to 19. 


Adjourned at 5:25. 


FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Friday, December 13, 1895. 


Convention called to order at 9:30. 
Roll call ordered. 


Sidener, Weismann, Klapetzky, 
Bechtold, Lynch, Plumb, Row- 
land, Jacobs, Jacobson, Duncan, Kenehan, Val- 
entine, Garland, Keefe, O’Connell, Creamer, 
Ashe, Sullivan, Diehl, Dennis, Furuseth, Elder- 
kin, Howard, Lennon, Blick, Ryan, White, 
Prescott, Higgins, McCraith, Bramwood, Pol- 
lard, Junio, Parsons, Duffy, McCarthy, Rist, 
Perkins, Kennedy, McGill, Benedict, Braun- 
schweiger, 3oechm, McCallum, Wieman, Lee, 
Mailly, Barter, Pomeroy, Kreyling, Anderson, 
Lanigan, Simpson, McCulloch, Kelly, O’Sulli- 
van, Dummett, Fenning, Clark, Costello, Mul- 
len, Miller, Drasch, McGean, Barnes, Albers, 
Neuroth, Dernell. 

Absent—Tobin, 


Present 
Kurzenknabe, 


Eaton, J. Pearce, McGuire, 
Linehan, Weiss, Reic hers, Widdowfield, Keough, 
Pohle, Usher, Penna, McBryde, W. C. Pearce, 
Gelson, Mahon, Tracy, Lawrence, J. Gompers, 
Marks, Nicol, Hollister, Svindseth, McCam- 
bridge, Murphy, Mulcare, Samuel Gompers. 
moved that 
resolutions be instructed to draft suitable reso 
death of the Hon. Allen G. 
Adopted. 


Delegate Lennon committee on 
lutions on the 
Thurman. 
Moved that reading of minutes be dispensed 
with. Carried. 
asked for 
a resolution on the Brass- 
Consent given. Referred to 
committee on organization. 


Delegate Lynch unanimous con- 


sent to introduce 


workers’ trouble. 


Committee on resolutions reported favorably 
on the following: 


WHEREAS, Organized labor of the state of 
New York has, after a struggle of nearly thirty 
years, succeeded in having incorporated into the 
fundamental laws of the state a provision known 
as Section 29, Article 3, which prohibits the 
employment of convicts on any work other 
than of producing supplies necessary to the use 
of the public institutions of the state, ownéd 
and managed and controlled by the state, or 
any political division thereof, and 

WHEREAS, The legislature of 1894 has 
proposed and passed a joint resolution amend- 
ing said section 29, to submit to the people a 
proposition, which, if adopted, will virtually 
restore the old system of prison or convict la- 
bor in all its most objectionable features; and 


WHEREAS, According to the provisions of 
the Constitution, it becomes necessary that the 
said joint resolution must receive the approval 
of the incoming legislature before it can prop- 
erly be submitted to a vote of the people of 
the state; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federatién 
of Labor calls the attention of all the labor 
organizations and friends of labor in the state 
of New York to the great injustice that will be 
done to the free labor of the state by the adop- 
tion of the proposed amendment to the consti- 
tution, and we urge upon them the necessity of 
using every honorable effort to prevent the 
adoption by the incoming legislature of said 
joint resolutio ms passed by the legislature of 
1894, and in case of failure to accomplish this, 
they should make an organized effort to de feat 
the proposed amendment at the ballot box. 

Delegate Junio spoke at 
the adoption of the 
Adopted. 

WHEREAS, The miserable 
wageworkers employed in the hotel and _ res- 
taurant business is doubly increased by a sys- 
tem of employment agencies located in saloons, 
whose proprietors operate on the padrone Sys- 
tem of human slavery, more familiarly known 
to men of our craft as-‘‘the vampire system.” 

RESOLVED, That all delegates to this con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to aid in the abolition of the nefarious 
vampire system. 


length advocating 


report of the committee. 


condition of the 





Delegate Pomeroy hoped we would adopt the 


motion. Carried. 


Delegate Reichers moved we elect officers 


tomorrow at 3. 


moved to substitute 


” 


Delegate Bramwood 


“today” for “‘tomorrow. 
Neuroth moved to defer until com- 


mittees on officers reports were heard. 


Delegate 


Delegate Weismann asked to include report 


of Executive Council. 
Delegate Bramwood could not see the need 
of delay. The 


some 


reports had been distributed 


days ago. We should dispose of election 


and get down to business. There was too 


much wire-pulling. 


Delegate Penna thought it necessary to re- 
7 


ceive reports from officers. Would offer as a 
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substitute that we make election of officers first 
order after said reports. 

Delegate Junio objected to the 
wire-pulling used by a previous speaker. 


charge of 


Delegate Lennon opposed deferring and fa- 
vored original motion. 


Delegates Reichers and d 





O’Sullivan pre 
the original motion. 


The motion to defer was lost; to substitute 


“today” for “tomorrow” was lost and to elect 
officers at three o’clock tomorrow was adopted. 
and 


The committee on labels 


ported 


boycotts re- 


favorably upon the following: 


Bakers and Confec- 
tioners International Union: 
WHEREAS, The condition of the 


of the bakeshops of this country defies 


sy Henry Weismann, 


majority 
all laws 


of public health, humanity and common de- 
cency;, anc 
WHEREAS, They are largely due to the 


long hours of labor, low wages and the bad 

treatment of the bake shop employees and also 

to the unsanitary work rooms; and 

WHEREAS, The only ifeguard for the 
public, the bread consume as well as the 
operatives, lies in the establishment of a system 
of shorter hours and better wages for the men; 
and 

WHEREAS, The 
produced under union 
assurance of the sanitation 
operation of the bakeshops, 

RESOLVED, That this convention impress 
upon the members of the Federation and the 
public at large the urgency of extending the 
patronage of the label of the Bakers’ Jnterna- 
tional Union. Adopted. 

To the Delegates of the 
Annual Convention of the 
tion of Labor: 

We petition your honorable body to officially 
recognize our badge, described as follows 
Representing in prospective a canvasser’s 
box-like sample case, on which design appears 
the monogram ‘A .’ interwoven with the 








union label on the bread 
conditions is the only 
and the humane 
be it therefore 


Ffteenth 
Federa- 


Officers and 
American 





full name spelled out in, full in small bl ack 
face script letters (American Agents Associa 
tion.) Same to be on a lapel button. 


We also request that through the Federa- 
tionist all organizers for the A. F of I. be 
asked to communicate with the undersigned 
with a view of organizing the canvassing agents 
in their respective communities. 
Cc. H. SIDENER, 
Agents Association. 
The committee reported favorably. Adopted. 
By Delegate John White, Tobacco Workers: 
WHEREAS, The National Tobacco Workers’ 


President Anferican 





Union of America has adopted a union label, 
the color being dark “‘blue,” which is used in 
i the large size for boxes, pails, ete., 








» small size for small packages, and 

WHEREAS, This label has been adopted for 
the protection of the tobacco workers against 
unfair labor, and for the purpose of enabling 
union men and the friends of organized labor 
to distinguish the brands of tobacco made by 
union labor from that produced by non-union, 
and 
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WHEREAS, The above mentioned label has 
received the endorsement of numerous local, 
central and national labor organizations through- 
out the country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, give its 
endorsement to the National Tobacco Workers’ 
Union Label, and pledge it their moral support; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That all members of the 
American Federation of Labor when purchasing 
tobacco or cigarettes, demand goods bearing the 
union label. 

The committee reported favorably. 


Adopted. 
By Delegate 


Jacobs: 
RESOLVED, We reaffirm the boycott against 
‘lement, Bane & Co., and Daub, Cohn & Co., 
of Chicago, Ill., and delegates to be instructed 
that when they return to their homes to ex- 
ert all in their power to assist the United Gar- 
ment Workers of America. 


The committee reported favorably. Adopted. 


Henry Weismann, Bakers’ and Confectioners’ 
International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union of 
Brockton, Mass., an organization holding a 
charter from the American Federation of Labor, 
is composed partly of seceders and expelled 
members of the Bakers’ International Union, 
ag in open antagonism to the latter, therefore 
ye It 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor call upon the Brockton Central Labor 
Union to at once suspend all organizations not 
affiliated with the national union of their trade, 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the failure of the Brock- 
ton C. EZ. U. to comply with the law govern- 


ing such matters, it shall be at once ordered to 
return its charter. 





Weismann 
endorsed and that the 


Delegate hoped report would be 


Massachusetts delegates 
would use their endeavors to bring the central 
union of Brockton 


into line. 


Delegate Tracey said the state branch would 
do all in its power to about 


would conform to the law in any 


bring good 
results, and 


event. 


Delegate Tobin thought it 


to state 


ought to be left 
branch. 

Delegate 
to be dealt 
to anyone in 


Lennon thought the subject ought 


with generally, without referring 


particular. 


Delegate Weismann quoted the law govern 


ing the case. 


Delegate Klapetzky favored the motion, had 


written twenty letters to this organization and 


answer, had a local of 


affiliated barbers on its roll. 


could get no non- 
The report was adopted. 


The Committee on Local and Federated 


trades reported favorably upon the following: 
By Delegate Neuroth: 
WHEREAS, Experience has taught us that 
the savings of working people deposited in 
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the various institutions established for that 
purpose, are subject to the caprices of un- 
scrupulous dealers in questionable securities, 
anc 


WHEREAS, We believe such savings should 
be at all times available, and 

WHEREAS, We believe it to be the duty of 
our national government to give the people 
relief and provide a repository for such funds, 
therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, be and is 
hereby instructed to urge upon Congress the 
necessity of establishing savings institutions 
in connection with the post office department. 

The Secretary opposed the resolution as 
tending to increase governmental functions to 
the detriment of the individual. 


Delegates 





Neuroth, Bramwood, McCam- 
bridge and Diehl spoke in favor of the motion. 


Delegate Lennon desired to go on record as 


against the proposition. We had too much 
legislation now. The less fences we build 
around us the more freedom we would have. 


Delegate McBryde was in favor of the reso- 
lution. 

Delegate presumed everyone was 
national banks, but we were 
government Because 
one was bad, it did not follow the other was 
good. He had not yet learned the necessity 
of governmental interference. 


Pomeroy 
opposed to the 
banks. 


also opposed to 


Delegate Weismann spoke in favor of co-op- 
erative banking. 
Ashe said postal banks were not a 
yet he recognized the difficulty 


Delegate 
theory or fad, 


of judicial decisions. 

Delegate Duffy thought there ought to be 
some method whereby the savings of the 
workers should be protected; there was too 


much law 
the report 


and not enough justice. He hoped 


would be adopted. 


Delegate Neuroth said, if we had lived in 
Colorado, we 


cessity for 


would have recognized the ne- 


such a_ provision, 
Elderkin 
national 


was opposed to the mo- 
banks were bad; but the 
make the 
treatment. 


Delegate 
tion. The 


same people would laws, and we 


would get the same 


Delegate Lennon offered the following sub- 


stitute: 


RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L. that 
we declare ourselves as absolutely opposed to 
the present banking system of the United 


enables bankers to destroy at 
prosperity of the country by 
money of the nation. 
substitute un- 


States, which 
their will the 
manipulation of the 

Delegate Garland thought the 
satisfactory. 


Delegate Iee favored the original motion. 


Delegates Penna and McBryde opposed the 


substitute. 
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asked the name of the 
syndicate that is the re- 
United States Government, and 
Penna answered the Morgan-Belmont 


Delegate Pomeroy 
particular banking 
ceiver of the 
Delegate 
syndicate. 

Delegate McCambridge 
table. 


moved to lay on the 


Lost. 


Delegate Weismann offered 


substitute: 


RESOLVED, That this Convention protests 
against the present system of banking through 
the national banks of our federal government, 
as opposed to the interest of the masses of 
the people, and a means in the hands of the 
money power to perpetuate its supremacy and 
to exercise its corrupting influences upon the 
politics of our country. 

RESOLVED, That we recommend as a solu- 
tion of the problem, of placing the people’s sav- 
ings in reliable hands, and as a means to 
successfully combat the present paternal system 
of national banks, a system of mutual banking 
by the people on lines of voluntary co-opera- 
tion. 

The Chair ruled a second substitute was not 
in order. 


the following 


Previous question was ordered. 
The substitute 


adopted. 


was deefated and the report 
Delegate Weismann desired to be recorded 
in favor of the substitute. 

that the 
instructed to 
code of resolutions passed by 
up to 


Adopted. 


McGuire moved 


Secretary be 


Delegate newly- 
prepare a 
former conven 
of this Convention. 


elected 


tions the close 


A telegram from the Chicago Boot and Shoe- 
makers Union expressed gratification over the 
result of a conference in that trade was then 
read. 

The President reported that a circular on 
joint stock unions would, be referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions. 

O’Sullivan asked if the President 
was sure the document was printed in a union 


labor 
Delegate 


office and he replied affirmatively. 


Delegate Pomeroy submitted articles of 


agreement as a result of the conference on 
Chicago Central 

The following minutes contain the articles of 
agreement, whereby the representatives of the 
Chicago Trades and Labor Assembly and the 
Chicago Labor Congress agree to adjust the 
difficulties now existing between their respec- 
tive organizations. 

First—There shall be but one general central 
body, the same to be known as _ the Chicago 
Trades and Labor Assembly and its present 
charter continued. 


3odies as follows: 


Second—A new constitution shall be adopted 
and a new election of officers occur, and sai 
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constitution shall contain the following: The 
following shall be ineligible as delegates: , 

First—All employers. 

Second—All persons not 
trade; 

Third—All 
tions 

PROVIDED, This shall not be so construed 
as to include salaried officers of any union 
whose official duties require not less than eight 
hours per day. 

In the absence of delegates the chairman of 
the delegates shall be entitled to cast full vote 
of his organization on all questions. 

Should the Chicago Labor Congress refuse to 
ratify this agreement the resolution hereto at- 
tached shall go into effect as provided and: the 
charter remain with the Trades and Labor 
Assembly. 

Should the Chicago Trades and Labor As- 
sembly refuse to ratify this agreement the at- 
tached resolution shall go into effect and the 
charter of affiliation be granted to the Chicago 
Labor Congress. 

Should the Trades and Labor Assembly of 
Chicago and the Chicago Tabor Congress 
both refuse to ratify this agreement then the 
Executive Board is hereby instructed to pro- 
ceed within three months to organize an affi- 
liated central body eK revoke existing charter. 

WILLIAM C. POMEROY, 


working at their 


‘persons holding political posi- 


Delegate Trades "aa Labor Assembly of 
Chicago. 
CHARLES DOLD, 
Representative Chicago Labor Congress; 
THOMAS ELDERKIN, 
President Trade and Labor Assembly; 
MAURICE M. JACOBS, 


United Garment Workers. 


Witness: 
P. H. PENNA, 
President United Mine Workers; 
ROADY KENEHAN, 
Gen’! Sec’y a an a 
MES McGILL, 
Louisville Central Labor Union. 


Delegate 


Union. 


Duncan 
settled yesterday. 


thought the matter was 


Dold 
floor. 


reconsider ac- 


Dold of 


The President hoped that Mr. 
be allowed the privilege of the 
Delegate McGuire moved to 
tion of yesterday in 
the floor. 
Delegate 
make that motion as he considered it his right, 
also, that the A. F. of Lin 
sembled, 


would 


depriving Mr. 


Pomeroy desired to be allowed to 
Convention as- 
agreement, and to 
Dold the fléor to affirm his position on 


approve of this 
give Mr. 
the matter. 

Moved that the agreement 
stituted for the 


as read be sub- 


report of Committee of yes- 


terday and that Mr. Dold be given the floor. 
Carried. 
Mr. Dold said: That he came to this Con- 


last and 
branch of 
Chicago; he 


vention as a trades unionist, first, 
they 


to introduce 


always; extended the olive 





pez harmony in 


was pleased that the matter had been settled. 
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J 
cod 


and would no donbt be ratified unanimously 
by the Labor Congress. 
Delegate Pomeroy moved that Mr. Dold 


be given a seat as an honorary delegate 


in this Convention. 
Delegate McGuire 
precedent, and 


thought it a 
moved that he be 
sit in this Convention. 

Carried. 


dangerous 
invited to 


Local and Federated Bodies 


following: 


Committee on 
reported on the 
Ry Delegate 
RESOLVED, That it shall be the duty of 
all state federations and local central labor or- 
ganizations affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
to insist that local unions affiliated with them 
shall, if not attached to the national or inter- 
national union of their trade, do so within 
six months from January 1, 1896, or be sus- 
pended from said state federations of central 
labor bodies, and shall remain suspended until 
they affiliate with their respective general or- 
ganizations. ” 
Adopted. 
Committee on 


Lennon. 


Secretary’s report reported 
partially, reserving the right to report in full 
later. Partial report being the following: 

To the Officers and Delegates: 

Gentlemen:—Your Committee on Secretary’s 
Report beg leave to present the following as 
a result of their efforts. 

The report so far as it contained an account 
of the expenditures and receipts was all that 
could be desired for clearness and accuracy. 

In the matter of the expenditure for the pur- 
pose ofsecuringthe passage of the Seamens bills 
in Congress, we find that, while the amount 
was large, yet for the work done, time and ef.- 
fort expended as well as for the benefits to 
seamen derived, the appropriation was well 
justified. 

No sooner had the law been passed than 
a protest went up from every port where the 
crimping sytem flourished. Not alone did 
the crimps and sharks protest, but masters of 
vessels and ship owners sent protests to their 
Representatives at W ashington. It is difficult 
to estimate the amount of money saved to our 
seamen through the passage of the law, and in 
other respects, the bill was a godsend to these 
unfortunate seamen of the American merchant 
marine. : 

On the matter of organizers, 
the report, the 


referred to in 
committee respectfully recom- 
mends the following: That a special depart- 
ment, to be known as the Department of Or- 
ganizers, be created, and that the Executive 
Council be directed to make a special annual 
report on it work in the end that we shall 
know just what is being accomplished by the 
A. F. of L. in the way of organizing the un- 
organized; that monthly report blanks be fur- 
nished to the organizers, and they be required 
to send in the same each month giving among 
the other matters necessary to report the fol- 
lowing: 

a. Number of unions organized during the 
month. 

b. Occupations of the members of such un- 
ions. 
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c. Strikes and lockouts in the locality during 
month. 

d. Causes and results of such strikes or lock- 
outs. Benefits secured. 

e. If no organizations have been formed, the 
reason why. 

f. Information of service to the Executive 
Council. 

The Committee further recommends that 
great care be taken in the selection of organ- 
izers, and that if they are not advancing the 
cause of trade unionism, that their commis- 


sions be withdrawn. 
J. O’SULLIVAN, 
H. M. EATON. 
P. McBRYDE, 
A. FURUSETH, 
J. GELSON. 
Adopted. 


Committee on Organization reported the fol- 


lowing, introduced by Delegates Tobin and 
Eaton: 

WHEREAS, The recent amalgamation of 
the national organizations of shoe workers 
heretofore existing, affords the best opportunity 
of years to build up an organization of that 


craft that will take front rank in the trade 


union movement, therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That all organizers of the 
A. =. 2 . are hereby insiructed, and all 


affiliated bodies are hereby requested, to heart- 
ily co-operate with the officers of the Boot 
and Shoe Workers Union in their efforts to 
organize the 160,000 shoe workers of the 
United States and Canada. 
Carried. 

on Organization reported on the 
amended to 


Committee 


following resolution, which they 


read instead of ‘‘to compel” to “to have. 
To American Federation of Labor at their 15th 
Annual Convention at New York City: 
We, the undersigned union, wish to have a 
assed by your body. That all unions 
and bodies affiliated with the A. F.of L., strive 
to have all engineers to join organizations which 
are connected with the A. F. of L. The 
grounds for this resolution will be explained 
by our delegate, Boehme. 
Fraternally 
UNITED STANDARD FE NGINE ERS, 
5608, F. of I. 


moved to lay on_ table. 





Delegate Mahon 
Lost. 
Delegate of the adop 


tion of the 


3oehme spoke in favor 
resolution. 

Mahone asked 
stated he 
and would withdraw 


Delegate to have resolution 


re-read; he then misunderstood the 


wording of the resolution, 


his motion. 
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Delegate O’Sullivan moved that the Exec- 
utive Council organize the engineers into a 
national body. 


Motion seconded by Delegate Duffy. 
Delegate McCambridge spoke in favor of 
the motion. 

Committee report adopted as amended. 


Resolution relating to mails on 


was ‘referred to Committee on 


Street cars 
Resolutions. 

The Committee then reported the following 
resolutions: 

on 

By Delegate McCulloch: 

WHEREAS, The core makers of the coun- 
try are suffering from want of thorough organ- 
ization, and 

WHEREAS, There now exists enough local 
unions of this craft to form a national union; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to bring about a na- 
tional union of this craft as soon as possible. 

Adopted. 

Committee on Organization reported on Del- 
egate O’Connell’s resolution, which follows: 

As it is to the interest of labor that ‘all 
bodies should identify themselves with the 
American Federation of Labor, so that by so 
doing they contribute to the strength numer- 
ically and financially the labor movement in 
the United States of America, and 

First—It is generally understood that the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers does not in 
any way strengthen the labor movement of 
this country, inasmuch as they do not identify 
themselves with the American Federation of 
Labor, or with Central labor bodies affiliated 
with the same, and : 

Second—Not recognizing, morally or finan- 
cially, the efforts of the American Federation 
of Labor to raise the status of those who toil, 


though themselves are reaping a share of the 
benefits of those efforts, or in other words, 
reaping what they have not sown, enjoining 


what they have ont purchased; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor be instructed 
to communicate with the General Secretary of 
the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, show- 
ing the necessity of the Amalgamated Society 
of Engineers joining with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, and assisting in removing 
any constitutional hindrances that prevent such 
action on the part of the Amalgamated Society 
of Engineers. 


O’Connell said that he 
matter and 





Delegate would dis- 


cuss the would move to take a 
recess. 


Adjourned, 12:30. 
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FIFTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order at 2:05. 

President Larry of the Housesmiths’ Union 
was then introduced and spoke of what had 
been accomplished—much than he had 
expected; that the trouble of his organization 
with the Iron League had been satisfactorily 
settled. 


more 


Delegate Lennon stated that the Eight-hour 
Committee would be ready to report this after- 
noon. 


of the Committee Organization 
resumed. 

O’Connell that the Amalga- 
mated Society of Engineers should be brought 
into harmony the labor movement, and 
that they comprised machinists and 
blacksmiths. In their constitution is a pro- 
which prohibits members 


Report 
then 


on 
was 

Delegate said, 
with 
also 
vision from joining 
any other organization, on penalty of loss of 
benefits or expulsion; that it was a strong or- 
that we only one ma- 
chinists’ organization, the I. A. of M. We 
not ask them to relinquish their rights or or- 
ganization. He hoped that the Secretary would 


ganization; recognize 


do 


correspond with them in an endeavor to 
bring them into the fold. 

Report adopted. 

Grievance Committee reported progress. 


Delegate Duncan in the Chair. 


Committee on Resolutions reported unfavor- 
ably on the following resolutions of Dele- 
gate O'Sullivan: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention places 


itself upon record as being emphatically op- 
posed to the carrying of mails on street cars 
until such times as said cars are owned and 
managed by the Government. 

aa 





RESOLVED, That the protest of the A. F. 
of lL. .be sent to Congress and every effort 
made to cancel all contracts gfor carrying 
mails on street cars. 


moved to 
the 
history of the work done for street-car men in 


O'Sullivan 
spoke at 


Delegate non-concur 


and length* on subject, gave a 
toston; how a mail bag was thrown upon the 
front platform with the motorman, and he was 
compelled to take care of it, and any attempt 
of his to go on strike would invite imprison- 
ment for obstructing the government mail ser- 


vice. m 
Delegate Ashe desired to substitute ‘‘muni- 
cipal” for “government” ownership. 


Delegate McCambridge spoke in favor of the 
report of the Committee. 


Delegate Pomeroy admitted all that was 
said, that the carrying of mails might be fot 
the purpose of breaking up strikes, but strikes 


would not be broken up. 

Delegate Mahone hoped that we go ou 
record as opposed to the scheme. 

Delegate Diehl spoke at length in favor of 


the motion. 

Delegate Furuseth said that the carrying of 
mails was dangerous, and hoped that the Con- 
vention would adopt the report of the Commit- 
tee, and that we should lend all our energies to 
stop the practice. 


Delegate Bramwood stated that every car on 


the tramway system of Denver, which owned 
every car, bore ‘“U. S. Mail,” and that only 
one car may be used to carry the mail, but 
that it included all. 


Motion to non-concur carried. 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved to adopt the reso- 
lution. 
Carried. 


By Delegate Lennon: 

WHEREAS, Under the present tariff laws 
of the United States millions of dollars worth 
of custom made clothing is annually brought 
into the United States free of duty, to the 
great detriment of custom tailors in the United 
States; therefore 

RESOLVED, While the protective tariff 
policy of our government continues, we demand 
that the evil recited above be abolished, and to 
that end the Executive Council be instructed 
to memorialize Congress, requesting the change 
in the laws demanded for the protection of 
the custom tailors of the United States. 

Committee report as inexpedient to legislate. 
Lennon stated that million 


Delegate fifty 


dollars worth of custom-made clothing was 
brought into this country every year abso- 
lutely free of duty in private trunks. 

Motion was made to non-concur. 

Delegate Linehan thought that we couldl 
not pass on this matter without declaring 
ourselves on the tariff. 

Delegate Ashe said that the workers were 
the principal sufferers under the protective 
tariff. 

The Chair here said that it was advisable 


to get rid of any discussion on the tariff, as 
rock which the A. F. of L. 
came near splitting at one time. 

Motion to lost. 


it was a upon 


non-concur 


The Committee’s report was adopted. 
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The Committee on 
follows: 

The undersigned, your committee on creden- 
tials, having considered the protest of the gar- 
ment workers against seating the delegate from 
the Progressive Musical Union has arrived at 
the following conclusions: 

In view of the fact that this organization 
has flagrantly and_ persistently violated the 
principles and constitution of the A. F. of L,., 
in refusing to endorse the boycott levied by 
the garment workers and endorsed by the 
A. F. of L., and has done all in their power 
to offset said boycott, we recommned that the 
delegate be not seated. 

7 EL a 


T. F. TRACEY 

J. WI ITE, 

D, 2. ROWLAND, 

WILLIAM MAILLY, 

The Secretary stated that such action prac- 

tically expelled the for refus- 
ing to indorse a While to 
might be in order, he thought expulsion some- 
what harsh. 


Credentials reported as 


organization 


boycott. censure 


Delegate Reichers dwelt on the 
tion’s refusal to enforce the boycott on Hachet, 
Carhart & Co., for which action they were ex- 


pelled from the N. Y. Central Labor Union. 


organiza- 


Delegate Mullen also protested against seat- 
ing the applicant, and stated that the union he 
represents held a charter from D. A. 49, K. 
of IL,. 

Delegate Tracey thought they ought to have 
representation in one or the other only. 

The adopted. 

Committee on Resolutions reported favorably 
on the following: 


report was 


3y Roady Kenehan: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be and is 
hereby directed to encourage a broader educa- 
tion of mechanics by the municipal establish- 
ment of institutes, where the young man who 
is learning a trade can in his leisure hours 
have the privilege of attending lectures per- 
taining to his future life work; also that these 
institutes be furnished with reading rooms 
and gymnasiums, where he can find healthy 
and moral amusements; in this way to build 
up an intelligent and moral citizen, as well as 
a master in the art of trade. 

Adopted. 


Henry Weismann, Bakers’ and Confectioners’ 
International Union. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention reaffirm 
its position taken in the Chicago Convention 


for sanitary legislation for bakeshops, and that “ 


we heartily endorse the appended resolutions 
of the bakers of New, York State for an im- 
provement and extension of bakeshop legisla- 
tion. 


WHEREAS, The conditions in the great ma- 
jority of the bakeshops of this state are a 
menace both to the health of the bread makers, 
the operative bakers and the great body of 
bread consumers, the shops being located in 
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damp and miasma-breeding cellars, totally de- 
void of the proper safeguards to preserve 
the cleanliness and wholesomeness of the goods 
therein produced, and 

WHEREAS, The journeymen bakers, owing 
to their inhuman treatment and excessive hours 
of labor, can find neither the time nor the 


means to protect themselves and the bread 
consumers against the evil results of these 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The Legislature of 1895 has 


recognized he necessity of passing a law for 
the abolition of the evils in question, a law 
which, however, in its present form, is inade- 
quate and lacking the means of rigorous and 
general*’ enforcement; be it therefore 
RESOLVED, By the Operative Bakers and 
their sypathizers, to call upon the governor 
and the incoming legislature of this state to 


adopt the following additional provisions to 
the present bakery inspection law: 

1. That hereafter no bakeries shall be 
constructed in cellars and basements, and 
that cellar bakeries when. once closed shall 
not be_ reopened. 

2. That in all bakeries now in existence, 


and to be built herafter, a sufficient number 
of air shafts, windows or ventilating pipes shall 
be built to insure ventilation. 

3. That the time for compliance with the 
law shall be reduced from 60 to 20 days. 

4. That dogs and other domestic animals, 
excepting cats, shall not be tolerated in bake- 
shops. 

5. That the height of a bakeshop shall be 
9 feet at least. 

6. That the inspectors shall be authorized 
to inspect the sleeping places of the operatives, 
if they are on the same premises as the bakery, 
and shall be empowered to order them cleaned 
or changed in compliance with sanitary prin- 
ciples. 

7. That the inspector be authorized to issue 
a certificate to bakeries complying with all 
provisions of the law. , 

That no employe shall be discharged for 
having made truthful statements objectionable 
to his employer, either in court or to an in- 
spector. 

9. hat four 
pointed. 

RESOLVED, That copies of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the Governor of this State 
and the presiding officers of the Senate and 
the Assembly. 

The Committee 

Approvec 

The following was presented by Frances Wil- 
lard, and the committee recommended the sub- 
stitute appended. 


additional inspectors be ap- 


recommends adoption. 


THE ALCOHOL 
A no less careful investigator than Darwin 
wrote: “Through my own experience and that 
of my father and grandfather, extending over 
a period of one hundred years, I have come 
to the conclusion that no other cause is the 
oceasion of so much suffering, sickness and 
misery as the indulgence in alcoholic drinks. 
Believing also that it stupefies the brain, ren- 
ders the laborer more inéensible to his  sit- 
uation and robs him of energy and endurance 
in the constantly growing struggle for the 
means of a worthy existence;’’ and therefore 
RESOLVED, That by our influence, ex- 
ample and votes we shall oppose the use and 
the sale of alcoholic drinks. 


PROBLEM, 
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SALOONS. 

In the interest of our homes and a worthy 
environment, 

RESOLVED, That if saloons are not per- 
mitted to adjoin the mansions of the wealthy 
neither shall they be permitted to intrude upon 
the wage-earners’ precincts. 

SCIENTIFIC TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION. 

Inasmuch as we desire for our children the 
most complete preparation and the fairest 
start in life, in order that they may be fore 
warned as well as forearmed against one of 
the most insidious foes to humanity. 

RESOLVED, That we urge the fulfillment 
of the law requiring scientific temperance in- 
struction in all our schools. 

THE SLUMS. 

Inasmuch as the slum district is an insult 
and outrage upon humanity, % } 

RESOLVED, That the law requiring in- 
spection ‘and condemnation of all dwellings 
unfit for human habitation shall be enforced. 

SOCIAL PURITY. 

Desiring for the boys of this land the truth 
on this subject and right teaching, we repudiate 
the insult to manhood in a double standard of 
morality, believing in a white life for two. 

PERNICIOUS LITERATURE. 

In the interest of public morality, and es- 
pecially to preserve our youth and the children 
from contamination, we condemn the publica- 
tion and sale of pernicious literature. 

PHYSICAL CULTURE IN SCHOOLS. 

RESOLVED, That since our power and suc- 
cess are so dependent upon the physical 
basis, that we join those educators in the 
United States who demand that physical educa- 
tion shall be required by law. 


WOMEN WAGE-EARNERS. 

In order to secure to women wage-earners 
that fair play and even handed justice we seek 
for ourselves, we shall second their efforts to 
obtain equal pay for equal work with our own. 

FRANCES. E. WILLARD. 

In reference to these resolutions referred 
to your committee, covering a number of 
questions, we respectfully submit that the 
American Federation of Labor has time and 
again declared and_ reiterated its attitude 
thereon. 

We recognize the evils resulting to all 
from intemperance, but we deny, even by 
implication, that the wage workers are the most 
or even equally guilty of intemperance as com- 
pared to the idle classes. It is also demonstrable 
that the achievements of the trade union move- 
ment in the line of reduced hours of burden- 
some toil, an increase of wages and improved 
environments, have done more to reduce the 
evils of intemperance than all efforts from 
other directions. In the interest of temper- 
ance and morality we shall continue in the 
future even with greater vigor, if that is 
possible, than in the past, to secure the pre- 
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requisites, i. e., material improvement, conse- 


quent upon more leisure and opportunity. 


The same reasons apply equally to ‘Social 
Purity,” ‘“‘Pernicious Literature’ and ‘The 
Slums.”’ 

Nor have we merely declared in favor of 
equal pay for equal work for both sexes, 
but our organizations have by great struggles 
and sacrifices secure this result in many in- 
stances, and the very existence of our unions 
is an indefatigable effort in that direction. 

Delegate Ashe moved to substitute “wealthy 
class” for ‘“‘idle class” 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved to make it 
wealthy and idle. 
Lost. 


The substitute was then adopted. 


Delegate Kelly asked for unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution. 


Granted and referred to Grievance Commit- 
tee. 

Delegate McCambridge offered a resolution 
on organizing packing house employes. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Lanigan offered a resolution on or- 
ganizing bleachers and dyers. 

Referred. 


Delegate Barter moved that we reconsider 
the vote to make the eight hour question a 
special order for Saturday, and that we receive 
it at this time. 


Carried. 


Geo. E. McNeil then reported for the eight 
hour committee. He recommended that Dele- 
gate Diehl’s resolution regarding violation of 
eight hour day in governmental departments 
be referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

So ordered. 

Also that the same on carpenters’ eight hour 
movement would be covered in the full report. 

Delegate Linehan stated they were satisfied 
with this disposition. 

Mr. MeNeill then submitted the following: 
To the President and Delegates of the 15th 

Annual convention of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

Your Committee appointed to consider the 
question of a shorter work day, respectfully re- 
port: 

That the committee organized by the choice 
of Delegate Jacobson, as chairman, and As- 
sociate Committeeman McNeill as_ secretary 
A hearing was granted to the delegates who 
appeared and the resolutions referred to us by 
the convention were carefully considered. The 
magnitude of the interests involved in a move- 
ment for a universal eight hour day, so im- 


pressed the committee that they deemed such 
au general movement unwise.. 
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The committee _are agreed that it is the 
duty of the National and International un- 
ions to enter at once upon the preparatory 


work necessary to secure the shorter work 
day for their members. And they recommend 
such preparation, and that all possibie assist- 
ance should be given to such unions as are 
prepared and willing to enter into the contest. 

hat the Executive Council should be empow- 
ered by the affiliated unions to make such an 
assessment per week, and for such length of 
time as may be agreed upon for the purpose 
of securing the needed funds for the agita- 
tion and organization essential to succ 
And to aid in the support of the members in- 
volved in the movement. 

Your committee further recommend that the 
Executive Council, after correspondence with 
the unions, and after a careful examination of 
the claims of the affiliated bodies received, 
shall select one or more of the best prepared 
and conditioned trades to conduct the contest 





for the shorter workday. The time for the 
beginning of such contest to be agreed upon 
by the Executive Councils of the A. F. of 


L., and the union or unions selected. 

The several resolutions referred to the com- 
mittee cover some of the recommendations 
herein contained, and some of these resolutions 
the committee cannot approve or recommend. 
We therefore suggest that all of these resolu- 
tions be referred to the Executive Council 
without prejudice. 

Your committee further recommends that 
the whole force and power of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be concentrated 
upon the issue of a shorter work day, and 
that the Executive Council be requested to 


secure the fullest discussion by the press, 
the pulpit and the platform. 7 
That organizéd labor is justified in thus 


concentr: ating its energies in securing a shorter 
work day, is proven by past experience and by 
a logical analysis of existing conditions and 
the trend of events. 

The momentum of a century aids the mo- 
tive power of individual and collective inter- 
ests. 


The instincts of the masses of mankind are 
with us. 

The moral forces that sway society, the 
economic law that dear men produce cheaper 


things than cheap men, the forced aggregation 
of capital into monopolies and syndicate the 
corruption of courts of law, the purchased 
service of legislators, the despotism of adminis 
trative functions, the minute sub-divisions of 
labor, the irregularities of employment, the 
swift-recurring periods of industrial stagnation 
and financial panics, the servitude of woman, 
the debasement of childhood, and the great 
army, of unemployed, are all potent experiences 
that establish beyond cavil our claim that the 
laborers and not the capitalists should control 
the measure of time devoted to production. 

A hundred years ago labor unorganized 
stood as an angry paralytic, before the iron 
image of the new factor in production. Slowly 
crushing the childhood, womanhood and man 
hood of the defenseless ones, the capitalist 
with the same merciless greed as that of his 
contemporary man-stealers, manufactured their 
product out of the web and woof of suffering 
manhood. Then came to these helpless and 
hopeless ones the glad angel of less hours of 
work. Secret organizations were formed, seek- 
ing still fewer hours of toil. Until through 
the martyrdom of many and the suffering 
of all, the right to organize was secured. 
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better 
body and better health of brain. 


Less health of 
Less hours 
gave better wages, better homes, better lives. 
Gave an increased production and a better dis- 
tribution of wealth. 

The rapidity of production through the sub- 
division of labor, together with the cheapness 
of land, the high rates of interest and the 
easy going antipathy of the masses, gave the 
captain of industry greater powers. than that 
possessed by kings. Legislz ation in the name 
of the people was uniformly in the interest of 


hours of toil gave 


the few. Small capitalists co-operated by the 
formation of corporations with special privi- 
leges; unchecked competition led to the favor 


of speculation to be followed by the chill of 
death. Corporations joined corporations and 
the competition that was once a dstroying 
power to many capitalists is now so directed 
as to destroy the individual, social and political 
freedom of the workers. 

The unemployed, once but a flagrant few, 
is now an army, constantly recruited from the 
ranks of the industrious. Now numbering 
from one million to two millions, demoralized 
men and women. A menace to the standard of 
living of the workers and to republican institu- 
tions. 

Let no man be deceived, nor allow his soul 
to dream of future grandeur. The times are 
ominous; the alarm has been struck; the pur- 





pose of the controlling classes are definitely 
outlined. The courts, the army, the police 
are the trinity of power that Mammon mar- 


shals for his last great battle. 

Millions of the unemployed, dangerous in 
their despair, scores of millionaires more dan- 
gerous in their contempt for the suffering 
at their door, fanatics howling down all at- 
tempts to secure justice by peaceful methods, 
all join their forces against us. 

The nineteenth century may go down in 
cloud or in flame, and the twentieth century 
dawn amid the chaos of contending forces. It 
if for the organized forces of labor to stand 
firm unawed by the foolish talk of captains 
of police, undismayed before the corrupted 
courts of law. 

The historic trades union movement is com- 
petent to meet each issue as it arises. The 
courts and the police have tried to buy power 
in every land, and for centuries of time— 
tried, but failed. Slowly, steadily, surely the 
forces of the grand army of labor are march- 


ing forward. Kach moment rescued from the 
exploiting power of capital marks our pro 
gress; eac rescued hour, an impregnable 
citadel 

Each hour reduced from wages-slavery, 


makes us more free and 
fighting ally for us of the unemployed, and 
reduces the power of our opponents through 
the lessened profits upon our labor. 

It is as true now as when it was declared 
a quarter of a century ago. 

That less hours 


helps to make a 


means reducing the profits 

and fortunes that are made on labor and its 
results 

More knowledge and more capital for the 

laborer, the wage system gradualy disappear- 


ing through higher wages. 
to borrow money and _ less 
lend it; and natural decline 
of interest. 
More idlers 
thinking. The 
fewer calls for 


Less poor people 
wealthy ones to 
in the high rate 


working, and more’ workers 
motive to fraud reduced and 
special legislation. 
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Women’s wages increased, her household la- 
bor reduced, better opportunities for thought 
and action, and the creation of motives strong 
enough to demand and secure the ballot. 

Reaching the great causes of intemperance, 
extreme wealth and extreme poverty. 

To this contest for a shorter work day, we 


invite the co-operation of all who seek the 
uplifting of humanity. 
Ve greet our brothers from England as 


fellow soldiers in the same cause, and through 
them we send to the organized labor of the 
Old World our ‘‘All Hail’? and amen to their 
every effort to emancipate labor from the 
thraldom of the wage system. 

With hands extended, grasping  brother’s 
hands, we pledge ourselves anew to seek by 
honorable and peaceful ways that justice so 
long denied. Our steps though slow are lead- 
ing up to the mountain of our hope. 

Our banners wave, not o’er a slave, 

But over men who dare! 
The wealth we make is our’s to take. 
Each man his equal share. 
Kight hours our song, its notes prolong, 
From shipyard, shop and mill, 
Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, 
Kight hours for what we will. 
H. JACOBSON, 
Y WEISMANN, 
DERNELL, 
BARTER, 


"McNEIL. 
The report was adopted. 


The Committee on President’s address re- 


ported as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

To the Officers and Delegates to the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the Americaft Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

Gentlemen—Your Committee on Presi- 
dent’s report beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing, after giving careful consideration to the 
various details of the report. 

he American Federation of Labor has been 
able to hold its own and make some gains, 
in a year of unprecedented industrial. stagna- 
tion. This Convention has reason to congrat- 
ulate itself that the illness of our president was 
not long continued and that during his absence 
from office the affairs of the Federation were 
so judiciously directed by Brother Vice-Pres- 
ident James Duncan. 
FEDERATIONIST. 
That portion of the report relating to official 


magazine has been referred to a special com- 
mittee on Federationist. 





STRIKES 
It is pleasing to note 
successful to a considerable degree, but the 
fact that our success was due to great per- 
sonal sacrifice on the part of those concerned, 
directly and indirectly points to the necessity 
of greater consolidation and unity of action 
on the part of wage workers to free our- 
selves from conditions which appear to grow 
worse, notwithstanding our heroic efforts. 
We recommend that part of the report which 
refers to city, central and State organizations 
receive the hearty endorsement of the Conven- 
tion, and that no sympathetic strikes be or- 
dered where a contract exists between employer 
and employee, except in such cases where ar- 
hitration is refused by employer. 


that we have been 
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LEGISLATION. 


The passage of the “‘McGuire bill’’ by Con- 
gress, through the effort of the committee ap- 
pointed at the last Convention is commendable, 
and it is hoped that future efforts will event- 
ually ameliorate the condition of seamen. 

Renewed efforts should be made to secure 
the passage of the ‘Phillips Bill’ which was 
defeated at last session of the Congress, and a 
Committee should be appointed by this Con- 
vention to urge the passage of this bill, 
together with a bill for the purpose of securing 
a uniform label law. 


IMMIGRATION. 

We believe the apathy of officials of labor 
organizations is due to the fact that it is al- 
most impossible to secure a conviction under 
the existing laws covering immigr ration, the 
many failures to secure conviction having dis- 
couraged those who sought to enforce the 
law. If the contract labor law is not amended 
so as to make conviction reasonably possible 
results in the future will be productive of no 
more benefit than they have in the past. 


THE BOND DEAL. 

We endorse the sentiments as expressed by 
our president in his report on the “bond deal” 
and further, that bond issues or any other fi- 
nancial scheme is made possible only because 
of the fact that a small and constantly decreas- 
ing number of individuals are in possession 
of the implements of production, transpor- 
tation and communication, hence any plan of 
finance, whether single, double or manifold 
standard or any bond issue based on any plan 
or system of exchange will produce equally 
ill effects so long as the wage workers are 
obliged to sell their labor power to those 
owning the means of production, transpor- 
tation and communication. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES. 
That part of the report leading to “‘tnter- 
national congresses’”’ we refer to the convention 
without recommendation. 

The shorter work day has been referred to 
the special committee, appointed on the eight- 
hour work day. 

POLITICAL ACTION. 

We believe that twelve planks which were 
adopted by the Denver convention to constitute 
the platform of the American Federation of 
Labor. It is of little consequence as the re- 
sult would be the same, while we as wage 
workers fail to recognize our class interests as 
separate and distinct from that of the capital- 
istic employer (and failing to realize that we 
cannot hope to be free in the shops, mines and 
factories while trudging under the wage sys- 
tem to the polls, : 


THE MISSION OF TRADE UNIONS 

Believing that this convention will place 
itself on record as to its conception of the 
mission of trade unions, we deem it unneces- 
sary to dwell upon this subject. 

Those remarks relating to the Cuban re- 
volt have heen covered by resolutions before 
the committee on resolutions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
TOHN F. TOBIN, Chairman. 
’ 


EDWARD J. LYNCH 
R. A. MULLEN, 
E. H. DIEHL, Secretary. 








64 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Delegate Lennon moved that we take up the 


committee’s recommendations seriatum. Car- 
ried. 
The clause relating to attitude of unions 


toward each other, when working under con- 
tracts, in case of strikes, was discussed. 

Delegate Lennon spoke against its adoption 
and moved to amend that the words “except 
in such cases where arbitration is refused by 
employers,”’ be stricken out. He believed we 
had no right to attempt to compel organiza- 
tions to violate contracts or go on _ strike 
against their will. 

Delegate Mahon spoke in favor of co-op- 
eration of unions when in difficulty, and 
thought it was wrong for unions to tie them- 
selves with contracts regardless of mutual in- 
terests. He was in favor of the committee’s 
report. 

Delegate Diehl also was in favor of the com- 
mittee’s report. 

Delegate Linehan was opposed 
thetic strikes. 


to sympa- 


Delegate O’Connell was not in favor of 
interference with one another’s affairs, was 
opposed to sympathetic strikes, but yet did 
not wish to see any assistance which we might 
render hampered by contracts. 
section 
lie on 


Delegate Valentine moved that the 
under consideration, with amendment, 
the table. Carried by 37 to 23. 

On the recommendation to appoint 
mittee to forward legislation, the secretary 
moved that the matter be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

This discussion, the dele- 
gates expressing themselves in favor of action 
by the convention. 


com- 


occasioned some 


The secretary explained that to send a com- 
mittee to Washington involved considerable 
expense, which could be considered by the Ex- 
ecutive Council later on better than at pres- 
ent, as we had other financial obligations to 
meet. That the Denver Convention had sad- 
dled expenses on the executive officers which 
had handicapped them somewhat during the 
past year. 

Delegate Tobin suggested that the secretary’s 
motion be changed to “that we concur in the 
report and refer the prosecution of the work 
to the Executive Council.” 


This was 
adopted. 


satisfactory to all parties and 


On the subject of immigration Delegate J. 
Gompers moved to adopt the recommendation 
of committee. 
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Delegate Marks spoke at length, and hoped 
the A. F. 
question to 


of L. would do something on this 
protect his trade, the diamond 


versetellers, who suffered greatly from the 
importation of workmen in violation of the 
law. He also reported that his organization 


had been on strike for three months, and to- 
day had won in three shops. 


This portion of the report was approved. 


On the committee’s language on the “bond 
deal,” Delegate Lennon moved to non-con- 
cur; claimed it involved an economic doctrine 
upon which we did not agree. Some discussion 
ensued, and the secretary asked to explain; 
that Delegate Lennon, no doubt, thought the 
language used embodied the “collective prin- 
ciple,” and perhaps it was so intended, but he 
did not so see it; that the wording was that the 
evil complained of was because a ‘“‘small and 
decreasing number of individuals is in the 
of the implements of production, 
transportation and communication,” which 
was true, and that the evils would continue ‘‘so 
long as the wage makers are obliged to sell 


possession 


their labor-power to those owning the means 
of production, etc.,’ but this 
was a statement of conditions; not a declara- 
tion of principle; was an attack on monopoly. 
If Delegate Tobin intended it to embody the 
“collective principle” in the words used, he 
had fallen short. 


’ was also true; 


Delegate Lennon accepted this construction, 
withdrew his objection, and the report was 
adopted. 

The portion of the report referring to the 
invitation of the International 
Socialist then considered, and 
Delegate O’Sullivan moved that it be referred 
to affiliated bodies. 


Congress of 
Workers was 


Delegate Tobin hoped we would be repre- 
sented at the congress. 

Delegate Weismann opposed the project, 
saying it involved the acceptance of a doctrine 
which we had rejected at Denver; it embodied 
political to which we were opposed. 
He hoped we would have nothing to do with it. 


action, 


Delegate Penna favored sending a delegate. 
We wanted greater unity of all phases of the 
labor movement; under the 
name of “pure and simple” or otherwise. 


whether it be 


Delegate Linehan thought it wrong to even 
send it to the There was as much 
consistency in recognizing the socialist party 
as there was the democratic or republican 
party, and he hoped we would refuse the in- 
vitation. 


unions. 


Delegate Barnes favored sending delegates, 
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and made a plea for state socialism, the flood 
of which would overwhelm us if we should go 
to the end of the world. 

O’Connell opposed the invitation, 
saying that if we had any money to spend we 
could do so no better than at home. 


Delegate 


Delegate Pomeroy spoke against the propo- 


sition and criticised the attitude of the social- 
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ists. As the hour of adjournment was close 


at hand he was interrupted by the chair. 


Delegate Weismann moved to suspend the 


rules until the matter was settled. 

A roll call was ordered on the motion, and 
the chair adjourned the convention, the time 
therefor having arrived. 


Adjourned at 5:30. 


SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Saturday, December 14, 1895. 
Convention called to order at 9:40. 


Roll call ordered. 


Present—Sidener, Klapetzky, Tobin, Eaton, 
Kurzenknabe, LBechtold, Lynch, J. Pearce, 
Plumb, Rowland, Barnes, Neuroth, S. Gom- 
pers, Dernell, Reichers, Jacobs, Jacobson, 
Duncan, Kenehan, Albers, Keough, Valentine, 
Keefa, O*Connell, Creamer, Aghe, U'sher, 
Penna, McBryde, W. C. Pearce, Sullivan, 
Diehl, Dennis, Mahon, Furuseth, Howard, 
Lennon, Blick, White, Higgins, MeCraith, 
Pollard, Tracey, Junio, Parsons, Duffy, Law- 
rence, McCarthy, Perkins, Kennedy, McGill, 
Benedict, Braunschweiger, McCallum, Wie- 


man, Lee, Mailly, Barter, Pomeroy, Kreyling, 
Anderson, Lanigan, J. Gompers, Kelly, Nicol, 
Hollister, Svindseth, McCambridge, Fenning, 
Clark Costello, McGean, Murphy, Mullin, 
Miller, Drach. 
Absent—Weismann, 


A - McGuire, Linehan, 
Weiss, Widdowfield, 


Garland, Pohle, Gelson, 
Elderkin, Ryan, Prescott, Bramwood, Rist, 
soehm, Simpson, McCulloch, Marks, O’Sulli- 
van, Dummett, Mulcare. 

Moved to dispense with reading of minutes. 
Carried. 

The report of the Committee on President’s 
Address was resumed. 

The question to refer to affiliated bodies was 
voted upon and lost. 

Delegate Pomeroy made a statement in ref- 
erence to a meeting held the night 
by the socialist labor party in 
tute, at which the A. F. of L. 
‘criticised. 


previous 
Cooper Insti- 
was severely 
O’Sullivan moved that the 
tion of sending delegates to the International 
Socialist Workers and Trades Union Congress 
be laid upon the table. Carried by 52 to 11. 


Delegate ques- 


Delegate Pomeroy moved that we send to the 
next British Trade Union fraternal 
feelings and felicitations. 


Congress 


Ruled out of order at this time. 

The report of Committee on President’s Ad- 
dress was continued, taking up the clause re- 
ferring to political action. (See report.) 





Delegate Ashe said that if he understood it 
right, it was intended to place us on record as 
against the wage system, to which he objected, 
unless a practical substitute was given for im- 
mediate use. 

Delegate Barnes said that we were skittish 
on the subject of the abolishment of the wage 
system. Janded as we were, for the ameliora- 
tion of the working people, he believed he oc- 
cupied a when he advocated 
the abolition of the wage system. At 


proper position 
Denver 
the sum total of those instructed would have 
adopted the Chicago 
convention if they had been true to their con- 
stituents. The that the 
whole platform was ultimately defeated. 


platform submitted by 


proceedings showed 
Delegate Gompers was opposed to the recom- 
moved to 
’ There 


mendation of the committee and 
strike out all after the word “employer.” 
was a time when there was a parting of the 
stated the trade 
would offer us a new 


ways. His colleague union 


was a failure and he 
movement. At a meeting held at Cooper In- 
stitute last evening, men who are delegates to 
this convention representing national unions 
had agreed to a resolution declaring for the 
National formed a_ few 
with the understanding that they 
were to leave all other unions, and delegates on 


Socialist Alliance, 


weeks ago, 


this floor were treacherous enough to support 
it. The stigma of ultra conservatism had been 


placed upon us by those who covered their 
cowardice by an utterance of radical words, 
who would substitute them for deeds. .There 


world than 
the state socialist, or the men rather who are 
cloaked under the name of the socialist labor 
party. Were it not that nature 
good pair of lungs he would have been silenced 
in Madison Square Garden when appealing for 
If socialism was right let it 
don’t continue to decry the trade 
think of its martyrs, its achievements, 


is no more intolerant man in the 


gave him a 


the unemployed. 
grow, but 
unions; 
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its results. The trade union may be slow, but 
the very fact of its slowness was evidence of 
its strength. 


Delegate Lennon objected both to the origi- 
nal motion and the amendment. The statement 
that the twelve planks were adopted at Denver 
is not true. When it was there proposed to 
adopt as a whole, it fell entirely, and he was 
not willing to go on record in such way as pro- 
posed. The charge of trudging to the polls was 
not true. He went to the polls as his convic- 
tions prompted, and would continue to do so. 
A man has a right to advocate any idea, polit- 
ical or religious, but not in the trade union. 
The trade unions are not intolerant, but are 
opposed to the introduction of questions where 
His own local union was 
destroyed by the introduction of 
that and the other ‘ism,’ including the A. P. 
A. What has been the result? 
demoralization. He had 


they do not belong. 
almost this, 
Division and 
never tried to force 
his opinions on any one else, and yet because 
he did not accept those of others, he was ma- 
ligned. The report contains two things which 
were false. We did not adopt the platform at 
Denver and we were not trudging to the polls. 


Delegate Mahon was here called to the 
chair. 

Delegate Pomeroy offered the following: 

Inasmuch as doubt exists as to whether the 
so-called political platform was adopted or 
not by the Denver convention, 

RESOLVED, That this convention declare 
that the failure to adopt the planks as a whole 
was equivalent to a rejection and therefore 
we declare that the American Federation has 
no political platform. 

Delegate Pomeroy read from the proceedings 
showing it was refused to adopt as a whole at 
Denver. 

Delegate Junio thought that if we had a 
political platform we would certainly be in the 
field as a political party, and as he understood 
it, our constitution was against such methods. 
The right to 
come here for endorsement as the socialist, and 
that party which claims to be the friend of 
should be the last to denounce trade 
unions. 


democratic party has as much 


labor 


this was the third 
time he had unfortunately attended a conven- 
tion. Each time he had of talk 
about pure and simple trade unionism and he 
had reached the conclusion they did not know 
what 
not to go into politics, but they should advo- 
He didn’t find fault 
with the socialist party for asking us to adopt 
their 


Delegate McBryde said 


heard a lot 


trade unonism was. Trade unions are 


cate beneficial measures. 


platform, because we are adopting it 


piece by piece anyway. 
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Delegate Tobin said that the records proved 
that the delegates did not vote as instructed at 
The must be dealt 
with if we are to save our people and this 
Federation would be compelled to do so em- 
phatically in the near future. 


Denver. wage question 


if the Norwich 
Union Congress had not attempted to 
tax the organization 


Delegate Weismann asked 
Trade 
for the purpose of pre- 
senting the co-operative commonwealth plan 
to parliament and committee subsequently re- 
ported they could not collect the money. 

Delegate Tobin replied it made no difference, 
he did not hope to capture the visionaries who 
were gone off on philosophical anarchy, etc.; 
they were after the rank and file and the move- 
ment would go on. 

Delegate Albers wanted a roll call. 

Delegate Jacobson refuted the charge of in- 
trade 
spoke severely against the proposition. 


tolerance ‘made against uninoists, and 


Delegate Weismann said we are not con- 
fronted with an economic doctrine, but an at- 
tempt to capture the trade unions by the social- 
ist labor party. There was nothing then to do, 
but vote down everything that comes from these 
people if we are to avoid acrimonious contro- 
versy and eventual destruction. 
found that the 
anarchist was a better trade unionist than the 
state socialist. It 
opposing, not the collectivism 
which would work itself out in the end. 


He had always 
individualist or philosophical 


was the method we were 


question of 
Delegate Barnes pictured. the conditions of 
instanced the condi- 
time of our 
They had seen men and women 
stretched on the corridors of the city hall, a 
ragged humanity, 


the working people and 
tions existing at Chicago at the 


convention. 


presenting a melting. scene, 
heart. In a 
McBride had 


which told a story beyond his power to picture. 


appealing to the recent speech 


President quoted some figures 
In 1850 labor had 62% per cent of wealth and 
1890, forty years after being 
led by the policy of trade unions, labor had 17 
per cent and capital 83. He did not deny the 
trade unions had been an influence for good. 


capital 37%; in 


No one can contend successfully to the con- 
trary, but in the face of these facts, are we 
representing the working people today? We 
possess the power to make and unmake presi- 
dents if we would use it. 

Delegate Braunschweiger called for the prev- 
Defeated. 

Delegate O’Sullivan 
was rejected 
stand, as the 
body. 


ious question. 
asked if the 
would not the 


platform 
planks 
declaration of this 


several 
legislative 








1895] 


Delegate Barnes asked for a roll call on the 
substitute of Delegate 
mittee’s report. Granted. 

For—Sidener, Weismann, Klapetzky, Eaton, 
Lynch, J. Pearce, McGuire, Plumb, Rowland, 
Neuroth, S. Gompers, Dernell, Reichers, Ja- 
cobson, Duncan, Albers, Widdowfield, Keough, 
Valentine, Garland, Keefe, O’Connell, Creamer, 
Ashe, Usher, Penna, McBryde, W. Pearce, Sul- 
livan, Diehl, Dennis, Mahon, Furuseth, Elder- 
kin, Howard, Lennon, Blick, White, Prescott, 
McCraith, Tracey, Junio, Parsons, Lawrence, 
McCarthy, McGill, Benedict, Braunschweiger, 
Lee, Pomeroy, Anderson, Lanigan, J. Gompers, 
Marks, Kelly, O'Sullivan, Nicol, Hollister, 
Svindseth, Fenning, Clark, Costello, McGean, 


Pomeroy for the com- 


Murphy, Mulcare, Mullen, Miller, Drach— 
FHS). 

Against—Tobin, Kurzenknabe, Bechtold, 
Barnes, Kenehan, Pohle, Bramwood, Rist, 
Duffy, Perkins, Kennedy, Wieman, Mailly, 


Barter, Kreyling, McCambridge—359. 
Delegate Klapetzky asked permission to intro- 


duce a resolution. Ruled out. 





Delegate Penna asked for information as to 


what construction the chair would put upon 


the substitute. 
The chair decided that it did not do away 


with the resolution only as a_ political plat- 


form. 
view, and before the 


Upon. this vote was 


declared as above, Delegates Bramwood, Bar- 
ter, Duffy and Higgins desired to change their 
votes to the affirmative. 

The substitute motion was declared carried 


by a vote of 1676 to 214. 
Delegate McGuire moved that these resolu- 
tions be kept standing in the Federationist as 


“legislature demands.” 


Delegate Klapetzky moved to add “and not 


as a political platform.’”’ Seconded by Gar- 


land. 

Delegate O'Sullivan offered the following 
substitute: 

RESOLVED, That the resolution relative to 
matters of a political nature adopted at the 
Denver convention be declared by this con- 
vention as_ the legislative demands of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Rejected, and also the amendment of Dele- 
gate Klapetzky. 

The original motien of Delegate McGuire 
was adopted. 

The secretary desired to be recorded against. 

At this juncture the following telegram was 
read: 

Toledo, December 14, 1895. 
John Braunschweiger, American Federation of 

Labor Convention, Madison Square Garden, 

New York: 

Mockett returned three thousand dollars of 
Rochester made clothing. More will follow. 

WM. COWELL, Sec. C. L. U. Toledo. 

The balance of the committee’s report on 

president’s address was adopted. 


—14 
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Moved to 
Carried. 


adopt the amended report as a 


whole. 
The Committee on Law reported as follows: 


New York, December 14, 1895. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the American 
Federation of Labor: 
Your Committee on Laws having carefully 
considered the subjects referred to them submit 
the following report: 


No. 1, aS appears printed on program by 
John B. Lennon, secretary of the Journey- 
men Tailors’ Union of America: Amend Sec- 
tion 3, Article XIII, to read: The certificate 


fee for affiliating bodies shall be, for charter 
or certificate of affiliation, $5, an iniation fee 
of ten cents per member for each member in 
good standing at time of affiliation, payable to 
the Secretary of the Federation and which 
shall accompany the application. Non-con- 
curred in. 

fo. 2. By the Executive Board of the Hotel 
and Restaurant Employees’ National Alliance: 
No union shall be recognized as a bona fide 
union which is not affiliated with the national 
or international body of its trade, if there be 
one, or with the A. F. of L. direct. 

No union affiliated with the A. F. of L. shall 
be permtted to affilate wth any central labor 
body in which non-affiliated unions as de- 
scribed above are represented. Concurred. 

P. J. McGUIRE 
M. P. PRESCOTT, 

J. MAHLON BARNES, 
JOS. VALENTINE, 

P. J. PENNA. 


The report of the committee on first resolu 





tion was adopted. 

On the second resolution, Delegate Weismann 
objected, as he thought it would work a hard- 
ship. 

Delegate Pomeroy stated they had a local 
union of bricklayers in Chicago which was not 
affliated with its national; if said national 
affiliated with the A. F. of L,., what would be 
the position of the local? 

Delegate McGuire said it must affiliate with 
the national or be expelled from the central 
body. 

Delegate Duncan hoped the motion would be 
defeated as it would render organization and 
affiliation more difficult. 

Delegate McGuire said the bricklayers should 
take out a charter from the A. F. of L. direct, 
if the national body was not affiliated. 

Delegate Kreyling spoke in favor of the 
motion. 

Delegate Weismann asked that the Grievance 
Committee be made special order for two 
o'clock. 

Delegate Sullivan was decidedly in favor of 
resolution No. 2. 

The President appointed the following Com 
mittee on the Labor Movement in Chicago: 
Kk. A. Perkins, J. 


ling, H. C. Barter, L. S. 


Braunschweiger, David Krey 
Weiman. 


Adjourned at 12:35. 
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SIXTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


Convention was called to order at 2:00. 
Delegate that rules be 
Grievance Commit- 


Weismann moved 
suspended, and that the 
tee’s report be taken up. 

Delegate Barnes stated that as the machinists 
were going away this evening, and as a matter 
of importance was pending concerning them, 
asked that the Law Committee be allowed to 
report on the matter. 

Delegate Drach 
tion. Carried. 

Motion that we go 
and hear the 


moved the previous ques- 


into executive session 
report of the Com- 
mittee, and that visitors and others be excluded 
from the hall. Carried. 

Delegate Drach moved to instruct the 
mittee on after 
their report that we listen to the case of the 
Manhattan Musical 

Delegate Garland stated that it was not nec- 
essary to make a motion to that effect. The 
President declared Shat we are now in execu- 


Grievance 


Com- 


Grievance that having made 


Protective Union. 


tive session. 
Kenehan wanted to know what the 
injunction of executive session implied, as at 


Delegate 


the Chicago convention the business transacted 
was common property on the streets. 
Delegate that 
anything given out in Chicago, as not one pa- 
per in the city published anything that trans- 


Pomeroy denied there was 


pired. 

Delegate Weismann of the Grievance Com- 
mittee reported as follows: 

New York, December 14, 1895. 
Delegates of the Fifteenth Annual 
of the American Federation of 


To the 
Convention 
Labor: 
Gentlemen -—— Your committee heard the 

complaints against the decision of the Execu- 

tive Council in favor of the recognition of the 

Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators of 

America, with headquarters at Baltimore, and 

found both sides disposed to bring about unity 

and harmony among the craft in question. 
Your committee now most respectfully rec- 
ommend, that the decision of the Executive 

Council be sustained, and that the Brotherhood 

in the interest of harmony, be required to ad- 

mit the local unions now affiliated with the 
faction having headquarters at Lafayette, Ind., 
and of which J. W. McKinney is the general 
secretary, as local branches under the same 
conditions, and with the full privileges of new 
unions, however, without requiring the pay- 
ment of any charter fees 

M. M. GARLAND, 

DANIEL KEEFE, 

W. D. MAHON 

HENRY WE ISMANN, 

EDGAR A, PERKINS 


Delegate Sullivan expressed himself as _per- 
fectly satisfied with the of the 
mittee. 


report com- 


Delegate Mahone stated that he had assur- 
ance from President McBride and 
Sullivan of the Painters’ and 
ion, that the present general secretary would 
and that J. W. Mc- 
had stepped down and out, with this 
understanding, and it was desired that this be 
Adopted. 


President 
Decorators’ Un- 


not stand for re-election, 
Kinney 


so recorded in the minutes. 
The committee further reported: 
New York, December 13, 1895. 
To the Fifteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 


Gentlemen—We, your Committee on Griev- 
ances, having under consideration the complaint 


of the United Tin, Sheet-Iron and Cornice 
Workers’ Internz ational Association, respect- 
fully submit the following report: Complaint 


Tin and Sheet-Iron Workers’ Inter- 
national Association chartered a local union, 
No. 102, of New York City, which at the time 
of issuing such charter was composed of scabs 
and expelled members of the complainant as- 
sociation. The latter body, therefore, request 
this convention to procure the nullification of 
said charter. 

Your committee 


is that the 


after hearing the evidence 
in this case, and reviewing the documents 
submitted by the Executive Council, find that 
the charges of the Tin and Sheet- Iron Workers’ 
Association of New York are based on fact, 
but we further find that said action of the 
International Association was due principally 
to the erroneous information of the executive 
officers of said organization by the parties in- 
terested, and therefore recommend that the 
Tin and Sheet-Iron Workers’ Association be 
requested to confer by representatives with the 
Tin and Sheet-Iron Workers’ Association of 
New York and the Iron Moulders’ Union of 
America, both parties interested in this dis- 
pute, within two months from date, with a 
view of reaching an amicable adjustment of 
the present difficulty. Your committee further 
recommends that unless this conference reaches 
a settlement of the difficulty, the Tin, Sheet- 
Iron and Cornice Workers’ International As- 
sociation be required to enforce Section 4, 
Article IX, of their constitution, and to revoke 
the charter of No. 102, of New York. Your 
committee further recommend that to avoid 
any further difficulty of this kind, the United 
Tin and Sheet-Iron Workers’ Association of 
New York should affiliate with its national 
organization without further delay, thereby 
becoming a part of the American Federation of 








Labor. 
M. M. GARLAND, 
DANIEL KEEFE, 
W. D. MAHON, 


EDGAR A. PERKINS, 
HENRY WEISMANN 
Adopted. 
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New York, December 13, 1895. 

To the Fifteenth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—We, your Committee on Griev- 
ances, having under consideraton the appeal of 
Musicians’ Mutual Benefit Association of St. 
Louis, Mo., against their suspension from the 
St. Louis Trade and Labor Union, in conse- 
quence of their refusal to inaugurate a sym- 
pathetic strike in behalf of the striking Theat- 
rical Stage Employees of that city, find that 
the decision of the Executive Council in the 
matter in question, which is favorable to the 
action of the musicians’ union, owing to their 
holding a contract with their employers, which 
could not be broken without a resort to dis- 
honorable means, should be sustained by this 
convention; we further find that the constitu- 
tional provision of the St. Louis Trade and 
Labor Union upon which the musicians were 
suspended from the said body is unconstitu- 
tional and in violation of Section 2, Article II, 
of the constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor, guaranteeing _ strict autonomy to 
each organization affiliated. 

four committee in this connection would 
further recommend that the Law Committee of 


this convention be charged with a definition 
of the relations between central bodies, and 
state branches and national and international 


unions affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, and particularly so in reference to 
the inauguration of sympathetic strikes. 


M. M. GARLAND, 
DANIEL KEEFE, 
W. D. MAHON, 


EDGAR A. PERKINS, 

HENRY WEISMANN. 
Delegate Kreyling made a statement of the 
difficulty. He said that the musicians had re- 
ceived the support of the central body at all 

times, but that they had not reciprocated. 
Miller said that they had never 
asked any man to lay down his tools in their 
behalf. They had catered to the 
labor on different occasions. 
them in St. 


Delegate 


wants of 
They had said to 
Louis that they had got to come 
out and were not asked to in a proper manner. 


Delegate Ryan stated that possibly the Griev- 


ance Committee could not act otherwise in 
this case, but that he thought the stage em- 
ployees should have been supported by the 





musicians. (See eighth day, afternoon session.) 


The secretary asked if the report of the 
committee should net be printed as far as it 
had gone. 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved that it be printed. 
So ordered. 

Moved that we arise from executive session. 
Passed. 
Delegate Pomeroy was then called to the 
chair and nomination of officers was declared 
in order. 
stated that it 
great pleasure to nominate John McBride, the 
The best interests of the 


Delegate Duncan gave him 


present incumbent. 
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movement would be thereby subserved. Dele- 


gate Bramwood seconded the nomination. 

Furuseth stated that in the strug- 
gles which labor has to master, in these trouble- 
some times, we should have for president a 
man stands always for the trade union 
movement regardless of ’—a man who 
can at all times be relied upon. He took great 
pleasure in nominating Samuel 
Seconded by Delegate Linehan. 


Delegate 


who 
isms 


Gompets. 


Nominations closed and roll call ordered. 

For McBride—Sidener, Tobin, Eaton, Lynch, 
Rowland, Barnes, Kelly, Weiss, Jacobs, Dun- 
can, Kenehan, Widdowfield, Keough, Garland 
(40), Pohle, Usher, Penna, McBryde, Pearce, 
Diehl, Mahone, Prescott, Higgins, McCraith, 
Bramwood, Duffy, Perkins, Kennedy, Benedict, 
3raunschweiger, Wieman, Lee, Mailly, Pome- 
roy, Anderson, Simpson, McCulloch, Nicol, 
Svindseth, McCambridge, Costello, Miller— 
1023. 

For Gompers—Weismann, 
zenknabe, Bechtold, Pearce, 
Linehan, Neuroth, S. Gompers, 
ers, Jacobson, Albers, Valentine, 
Keefe, O’Connell, Ashe, Creamer, 


Klapetzky, Kur- 
McGuire, Plumb, 
Dernell, Reich- 

Garland (40), 
Sullivan, 


Dennis, Furuseth, Elderkin, Howard, Lennén, 
Blick, Ryan, White, Pollard, Tracey, Junio, 
Parsons, Lawrence, McCarthy, Rist, McGill, 
3oechm, Barter, Kreyling, Lanigan, J. Gom- 
pers, Marks, O’Sullivan, Hollister, Fenning, 
Clark, McGean, Murphy, Mullen, Drach— 
1041. 


The chair declared Samuel Gompers elected 
president for the ensuing year. 

Delegate Gompers thanked the delegates for 
the honor conferred; the presidency of the 
trade union movement was the highest honor 
in the country. He would reiterate what he 
had always said: he was a trade unionist first 
and would stand always for that principle 
He would return thanks to his supporters, and 
of his non supporters, he knew they had none 
the less respect for him. 

President McBride replied that he had pre- 
pared a speech for the occasion, but that Dele- 
gate Gompers had made it. He was satisfied 
with the result, however, and would say there 
was no higher honor than the position which he 
was vacating. He yielded to no man his fidelity 
to the trade union, and his successor would at 
all times have his support and friendship. He 
recognized that no man was greater than the 
labor movement. Jefferson had said that the 
highest duty of citizenship demanded acquies- 
He thanked 
loyalty to him, and 
he had none 
who 


cence to the will of the majority. 
his supporters for their 
for those who voted against him, 
but the kindliest of feelings and respect, 
he would treat always as union men ought to 
He would not again occupy official 
labor movement, but at all 

by the use of his time, 


be treated. 
position in the 
times, as a private, 
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influence, help to advance the cause 
He greeted the delegates in greeting 
their new president. 


voice and 


of labor. 


Nominations for first vice-president. Dele- 
gate Linehan nominated P. J. McGuire. Dele- 
gate Duffy nominated M. M. Garland. De- 
clined. Delegate Wieman nominated C. P. Mc- 
Cambridge. Declined. Delegate O’Sullivan 
moved that nominations close. Carried. 

Moved that secretary cast unanimous vote 
for Delegate McGuire, which was done. 

Delegates Weismann, McCambridge and 


Miller escorted Delegate McGuire to the chair, 


who thanked the convention for the honor 
conferred. 
Nominations _ for second vice-president. 


Delegate O’Connell nominated James Duncan. 





Delegate Weismann nominated Chas. Reichers. 
Nominations closed. 

For Duncan—Sidener, Tobin, Eaton, Kur- 
zenknabe, Bechtold, Lynch, McGuire, Row- 
land, Barnes, Kelly, Weiss, Duncan, Kenehan, 
Widdowfield, Keough, Valentine, O’Connell, 
Creamer, Ashe, Pohle, Usher, Penna, McBryde, 
W. Pearce, Sullivan, Dennis, Mahone, Elder- 
kin, Howard, Ryan, White, Prescott, Higgins, 
McCraith, Bramwood, Pollard, Parsons, Duffy, 
Rist, Perkins, Kennedy, McGill, Benedict, 
Braunschweiger, Wieman, Lee, Mailly, Barter, 


Pomeroy, Anderson, Hollister, McCambridge, 





Clark, McGean, Miller, Drach—1366. 

For Reichers—Weismann, Klapetzky, Pearce, 
Plumb, Linehan, Neuroth, S$. Gompers, Der- 
nell, Reichers, Jacobs, Jacobson, Albers, Gar- 
land, Keefe, Diehl, Fursueth, Lennon, Blick, 
Tracey, Junio, Lawrence, McCarthy, McCal- 
lum, Kreyling, J. Gompers, Marks, O'Sullivan, 
Nicol, Fenning, Murphy, Mullen—739. 

Delegate Reichers moved to make election 


of Carried. 
sechtold 
to 


chair, 


Delegate Duncan unanimous. 


Delegates Kurzenknabe, Rowland, 


Reichers appointed a committee 
Vice- to the 
who thanked the delegates for their action, and 
the best 


and were 


escort President Duncan 


saying he would at all times work for 
interests of the Federation. 

O’Con- 
Bram- 


Delegate Lennon nominated Delegate 
nell for third 
wood nominated 
Kelly 
Simpson 


Delegate 
Delegate 
Delegate 


vice-president; 
Kenehan; 

Mahon; 
McCambridge, 


Delegate 
nominated Delegate 
Delegate 
Mahon declined 

Moved that 


nominated 


ined; Delegate in 
of Delegate 


nations be 


who decl 


favor Kenehan. nomi- 


closed. 
Kenehan—Sidener, Tobin, Eaton, Bech- 
told, Barnes, Neuroth, Weiss, Kenehan, Pohle, 
Penna, McBryde, W. C. Pearce, Dennis, Ma- 
hon, Prescott, Higgins, McCraith, Bramwood, 
Rist, Perkins, Kennedy, Wieman, Lee, Pome- 
roy (%), Svindseth—817) 
For O’Connell—Weismann, 
zenknabe, Lynch, J. Pearce, 
Rowland, Gompers, 


For 


Klapetzky, Kur- 
McGuire, Plumb, 


Linehan, S. Dernell, Kelly, 
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Reichers, Jacobs, Jacobson, Duncan, Albers, 
Widdowfield, Keough, Valentine, Garland, 
Keefe, O’Connell, Creamer, Ashe, Usher, Sul- 
livan, Diehl, Furuseth, Howard, Lennon, Blick, 
Ryan, White, Pollard, Tracey, Junio, Parsons, 
Duffy, Lawrence, McCarthy, McGill, Benedict, 
Braunschweiger, Boehm, McCallum, Mailly, 
Barter, Pomeroy (%), Kreyling, Anderson, 


McCulloch, J. Gompers, Marks, O’Sullivan, 


Nicol, Hollister, McCambridge, Fenning, Clark, 
McGean, Murphy, Mullen, Miller, Drach— 
1234)”. 

Delegate Kenehan moved that Delegate 


O’Connell be elected unanimously. Carried. 


The** chair appointed Delegates Kenehan, 
Mahon and Kelly to escort Third Vice-Presi- 
dent-elect O’Connell to the platform. 


Delegate O’Connell thanked the delegates 
for the honor they had conferred upon him, 
saying that he had done all he could for the 
A. F. of LL. since his organization had affiliated, 


to do so. 


fourth Vice 


nominated 


and would continue 
President: 
Diehl; 


Nominations for 
Delegate 
Sidener 

nominated 


Delegate Rist 
Kelly nominated Mahon; Delegate 
nominated Barter, Delegate cey 
Reichers, who declined; Delegate Duffy nom- 
inated Garland; Delegate Tobin nominated 
Penna, who declined; Delegate Penna seconded 
nomination of Delegate Mahone. 





FOR BARTER—Sidener, Tobin, Neuroth, 
S. Gompers, Dernell, Keefe, White, Junio, 
Furuseth, Elderkin, MeGill (1%), McCallum, 


Pomeroy, Kreyling, Anderson, O’Sullivan 
3784. 
FOR GARL 


Bechtold, J. 


Kurzenknabe, 
Plumb, Row- 


Weismann, 
McGuire, 


AND 


Pearce, 





land, Linehan, Weiss, Reichers, Jacobs, Jacob 
son, Valentine (20), Keough, Garland, 
O’Connell, Creamer, Ashe, Usher, Lennon, 
Blick, Ryan, Tracey, Parsons, Dufty, Ken- 
nedy, McGill (14), Benedict, Braunschweiger, 
Lee, Mailly, J. Gompers, Marks, McCam- 
bridge Fenning, McGean, Murphy, Miller, 
Drach-—776'% 

FOR DIEHI—-Albers, Valentine (20), Wid- 
dowfield, Diehl, Lawrence, Rist, McGill (%4), 


Mullen—o3'4 

FOR MATION—Klapetsky, F[aton, 
Barnes, Kelly, Duncan, Kenehan, 
Penna, McBryde, W. C. Pearce, Sullivan, 


Lynch, 
Pohle, 
Ma- 


hon, Howard, Prescott, Higgins, McCraith, 
Bramwood, Pollard, McCarthy, Perkins, Mc- 
Gill (4), Boehme, Wieman, Barter, Simpson, 


Svinseth—761'4. 


of Delegate 
Barter also 


the name 
Delegate 


being no choice 
dropped and 


There 
Diehl was 
withdrew. 

Second 

FOR 
Kurzenknabe, 


vote taken and resulted as follows: 
GARLAND 
Bechtold, 


Weismann, 
Pearce, 


Klapetzky, 
Plumb, Row- 





land, linehan, Neuroth, S$. Gompers, Dernell, 
Reichers, Jacobs, Jacobson, Albers, Widdow- 
field, Keough, Valentine, Garland, O’Connell, 
Creamer, Ashe, Usher, Sullivan, Diehl, Len- 
non, Blick, Ryan, Tracey, Junio, Parsons, 
Duffy, lawrence, Rist, Kennedy, Benedict, 
Braunschweiger, Mailly, Pomeroy (%), And- 
erson, J. Gompers, Marks, O'Sullivan, McCam- 
bridge, Fenning, McGean, Murphy, Miller, 
Drach-—1,082'%. 
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FOR MAILON—Sidener, Tobin, Eaton, 
Lynch, McGuire, Barnes, Kelly, Weiss, Dun- 
can, Kenehan, Keefe, Poehle, Penna, McBryde, 
W. Pearce, Mahon, Furuseth, Howard, White, 
Prescott, MecCraith, 


Higgins, Bramwood, Pol- 


lard, McCarthy, Perkins, McGill, Boehme, 
McCallum, Weiman, Lee, Barter, Pomeroy 
(%), Kreyling, Simpson, Svindseth, Mullen 
—951%. 


Mahon 
land be elected unanimously. 
Carried. 


Delegate moved that Delegate Gar 


Delegate Garland thanked the delegates for 
the honor they had conferred upon him and 
hoped a new era of prosperity was before the 
A. FB: of I, 
Linehan nominated John B. Len- 


Delegate i 
non for Treasurer. 
Moved that nominations close and that the 
Secretary cast full ballot for him. 
So ordered. 
Nominations for Secretary: 


Delegate Dernell nominated Aug. McCraith, 
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O’Sulli 
There being no opposition, the chair was 


seconded by: Delegates Penna and 
van. 
instructed to cast the vote of the Convention 
for Delegate McCraith. 

Carried. 

hear a 


Delegate Duffy moved that we now 


short address from Joseph R. Buchanan, who 
was introduced and spoke encouragingly of the 
future; that every man who belonged to a 
trade union should belong to a political party, 
but that 


the union. 


politics should not be admitted in 


He hoped the day was not far dis- 
tant when all differences would be united upon 


one platform. He believed the movement 


would be considerably advanced in the next 


twelve months, which would produce issues of 


vital importance that would overbalance any- 


thing of a similar nature heretofore. Let 


every man do his duty and he had undying 


hope that labor would conquer ultimately. 


Adjourned at 5:55. 


SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Monday, Dec. 16, 1895. 
Convention called to order at 9:30. 
PRESENT - Sidener, 

Eaton, Kurzenkabe, 


Klapetzky, 


Tobin, 
Bechtold, i 


McGuire, 





Plumb, Rowland, Linehan, Barnes, Neuroth, 
Dernell, Reichers, Jacobs, Duncan, Kenehan, 
Albers, Keough, Garland, Keefe, O'Connell, 
Ashe, Pohle, Usher, Sullivan, Furuseth, How- 


ard, Lennon, Blick, Ryan, White, Higgins, 
McCraith Bramwood Tracey, Junio, Duffy, Me- 





Carthy, Rist, Perkin, Kennedy, McGill, 
Braunschweiger, McCallum, Wieman, Lee, 
Mailly, Barter, Pomeroy, Kreyling, Anderson, 
McCulloch, Marks, Kelly, O'Sullivan, Svind- 
seth, McCambridge, McGean, Miller. 
ABSENT—Weismann, J. Pearce, S$. Gom- 
pers, Weiss, Jacobson, Widdowfield, Valen- 


Pearce, Diehl, Dennis, Gelson, Mahon, Elder- 
tine, Creamer, Penna, McBryde, f ‘ 
Pearce, Diehl, Dennis, Gelson, Mahon, Elder 
kin, Prescott, Pollard, Parsons, Lawrence, 
Benedict, Boehme, Imnigan, Simpson, J. Gom 





pers, Nicol, Hollister, Dummett, Fenning, 
Clark, Costello, Murphy, Muleare, Mullen, 
Drach. 


Ashe 
balance of the 


Delegate moved that we receive the 


report of the Committee on 
Law. 
Carried. 


Delegate Barnes stated we would assume dis 


cussion on Resolution No. 2, referring to our 
attitude toward central bodies admitting un 
ions not affiliated with their respective na 


tionals as_ follows: 


No. 2. By the Executive Board of the Hote: 
and Restaurant Employees’ National Alliance: 
No union shall be recognized as a bone fide 
union which is not affiliated with the national 
or international body of its trade, if there be 
one, or with the A. F. of L. direct. 

No union affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
shall be permitted to affiliate with any central 
labor body in which non-affiliated unions as 
described above are represented. 

Concurred. 

Delegate Lennon asked if a central body re- 
fused to expel an independent local must our 
unions withdraw. 
Delegate 


work 


thought the law would 


table. 


Pomeroy 
injury. Moved to lay on 
Delegate McGuire raised the point of order 


that to lay on table would dispose of entire 


report. 
The Chair would so rule if called upon, but 


out general custom was otherwise. 


Delegate Barnes stated the originator of the 
motion had not spoken. 
Delegate Pomeroy stated Delegate Albers 


had spoken on Saturday. 


The motion to lay on table was defeated. 


Delegate Pomeroy moved to amend first 


clause by inserting “provided such national 


or international is connected with the A. F, 


of Lk. 
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After much discussion pro and con, in which 
it was thought such a law would solidify 
common interests, while others thought it 
would hamper the work of our organization, 
the amendment was carried by a vote of 33 to 
12, but upon the motion to adopt as amended, 
it was lost by a vote of 34 to 20. 

The Committee further reported on the reso- 
lution of the Bakers Union to move headquar- 
ters to Chicago, in which they nonconcurred. 

Delegate Weismann of the Bakers withdrew 
the motion, and the report was accepted. 

The Committee reported non-concurrence on 
the following: 

RESOLVED, That any delegate central 
body holding a charter from the A. F. of L. 
shall have its charter revoked, if it denies, or 
excludes from representation at, its meetings 


duly elected delegates of any trade that is afh- 
liated with the A. F. of L. 


Delegate McGuire stated that the Execu- 
tive Council would dispose of this question 
and there was no necessity for special legisla- 
tion. 

With this understanding Delegate Ashe de- 
sired to withdraw the motion. Cosent given. 

The Chair 
refused to admit 
bodies its charter should be 
locals are the judges of their 
tives. 


stated that when a central body 
delegates of our affiliated 
withdrawn and 
own representa- 


refer the resolution 
federal labor 
Organization. 


The Committee would 
to change pledge in manual or 
unions to the Committee on 

So ordered. 

On the resolution of S$. H. Jacobson to 
amend Art. III, Sec. 3, of the Constitution 
to insert after the and re- 
port of the Executive com- 
mittee concurred. 

Adopted. 

On a resolution to consider the advisability 
of changing pledge in manual, committee re- 
ported already covered. 


‘“‘president”’ 
Council,” the 


word 


On the following resolution the committee 
reported that it was already covered in reso- 
lution respecting affiliation with central bodies 
admitting non-affiliated locals, and which was 
defeated. 

RESOLVED, That no local unions affilia- 
ted with the American Federation of Labor or 
any local union of a national or international 
body which is affiliated with the A. B.. OF ie 
shall affiliate with any organization of barbers 
not affiliated with the Journeymen Barbers’ 
International Union of America. 
above was 
desired to 


The Committee’s 
adopted, and 
be recorded against. 

Adopted. 


report as 


Delegate Klapetzky 


EEDINGS 
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The resolution to expel locals from central 
bodies who refuse to affiliate with their na- 
tionals, was referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


The Committee reported the following: 

Wind is the vehicle of thought; thought is 
the expression of mental power; all brainy 
men are, therefore, windy—Chicago’s reply to 
Carping Critics. 

Moved to refer to Delegate Pomeroy. 

Carried. 

The Committee further reported: 

By the Executive Council: “That no certi- 
ficate df affiliation be granted to federal labor 
unions to be in whole or in part composed 
of members of existing trade unions. 

The Committee would amend by inserting 
the word “hereafter” after ‘“‘be’”’ in first line, 
and to transfer ‘“‘composed” in place of “to 
be” in last line. 

Delegate O’Sullivan thought the federal labor 
unions were absolutely necessary for general 
organization, and for women especially. 

Delegate Duffy spoke against the repor. 

Delegate Linehan moved to strike out ‘‘or in 
part.” 

The Secretary stated that the Social Re- 
Club Charter adopted: at Denver, had 
been issued by the Executive Council to fill the 


form 


gap created by this amendment. 
favored the amendment 


in part.” 


Delegate Gompers 


to strike out ‘“‘or 


Delegate Barnes spoke against the amend- 
ment. 
Delegate Pomeroy submitted ‘the following 


substitute: 

Not more than three federal labor unions 
shall be chartered in any one city. No fed- 
eral labor union shall be recognized as affili- 
ated if its membership consists of a majority 
of active members of trade unions. 


Adopted. 


The law committee further reported without 
recommendation, on the following submitted 
by Delegate O’Connell: 

As union men—trade unionists—imbued with 
what we consider the best interests of the 
working classes, we view with distrust the 
policy, methods, and practice of some so-called 
labor leaders and organizations whose whole 
aim is, apparently, the disintegration of cer- 
tain trade unions, and 

ist. This is startlingly 
titude of the International 
towards the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, inasmuch, as they, the International 
Machinists’ Union, have at all times, and on all 
occasions, when the opportunity was __favor- 
able, done everything in their power to belittle 
and cast reflections on the International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists, and 


2d. The International Association of Ma- 
chinists being now affiliated with and having 
representation in the Ainerican federation of 
Labor, being the most numerous body an 
having greater scope for doing good, it is in the 
interests of the International Association of 


obvious in the at- 
Machinists Union 
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Machinists, and labor generally, that anything, 
or body, that prevents the full purpose and 
progress of the machinists’ craft towards solid- 
arity ought to be removed. ‘Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, ist. That the International 
Machinists’ Union having outlived any useful- 
ness it may have had in the labor world, and 
that its existence is extremely doubtful, with 
strong indications that it exists on paper only. 
Therefore we move 

2d. That they surrender their charter to the 
American Federation of Labor, andthat any of 
their membershiy that may be in existence and 
eligible, shall deposit their membership cards 
with the International Association of Machin- 
ists to the end that there shall be no division 
in the ranks of the machinists of the United 
States, Canada and exico. 

The following communications were read by 
the Secretary: 





Detroit, Mich., Dec. 12, 1895. 

Mr. August McCraith, Secretary A. F. of L. 
Dear Sir and Brother—Would you kindly 
call the attention of the delegates to the 
fact that the International Union, will pay Five 
($5), Dollars for every Broom Makers’ Union 


necessary for me to ex- 
plain to you the condition of our union and 
I hope you will make an earnest appeal to 
the delegates that when they go to their 
homes, they will lend every effort to organize 
the Broom Makers of their respective cities, 
Hoping you will comply with the request and 
wishing you all success, I remain, 
mete fraternally, 

. J. McCORMICK, 

Sec’y-Treas. 


organized, it is not 


Chicago, Ill., Dec. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Aug. McCraith, Secretary, A. F. of Li: 
Dear Sir and _ Brother—The following 
resolution was adopted by the Carriage 


and Wagon Workers’ International Union, 
and we respectfully request you to bring this 
before the A. F. of LL. in Convention assem- 
bled, as we are unable to have a delegate with 
you at this time: 
RESOLVED, That we, the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union request 
the American Federation of Labor to indorse 
the union label of our organization. 
Fraternally yours, 
CHARLES A. BAUSTIAN, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


To the Convention Delegates of the American 
Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen and Brothers — 
visory Board of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of New York and vicinity, 
consisting of 15 local unions, considers it ne- 
cessary to call your attention to the fact, that 
child labor in this State has made such a 
progre that hundreds and hundreds of men 
are deprived of the opportunity to make a liv- 

ing and are doomed to starvation. 

Among other firms in the -cigar trade, the 
firm of Powell, Smith & Co., which has a fac- 
tory in New York City—has ‘another factory in 
Kingston, where exclusively girls and boys are 
employed at the machines. Our Kingston mem 


The joint ad- 








bers inform us that in this factory are em- 
ployed 200 boys and 600 girls, from 14 to 20 
years of age, but at least 20 per cent, of 


them do not look to be 
certificates according to State factory law 
vouched by factory inspector, M. Blanchard. 

As everybédy knows that unscrupulous man- 
ufacturers employ children only on account of 
cheapness, nobody will wonder that the prices 


14, although they have 


eallowed the 
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paid in this factory are the lowest in the his- 
tory of our trade. 

The industrial conditions not only in this 
State, but in the whole world are the same. 
The tend- sncy is to have human labor replaced 
by machines and in this case to make it 
cheaper—children are placed at the machines. 

To endeavor to better the conditions in our 
trade we do all in our power, but as the goods 
of this firm are sold all over the country we 
need your assistance. We do not ask any 
financial aid, all we request you to do is 
when you return to your respective localities, 
to induce the members of all the trades to 
drive all the cigars of this firm out of the 
market. 


_ The principal brands of the firm Powell, 
Smith & Co. are: Smoketter, Fire Brigade, 5 
cent cigar; New York Bouquet, L. Capitan 


General, 10 cent cigar. Besides that there are 


other brands of cigars of this firm in the 
market, but if you wish to be sure not to 
smoke scab cigars demand “blue label’ cigars. 


Hoping that you 
universal motto 


will act according to the 
“One for all and all for one,’ 


we remain, Yours fraternally, 
DANIEL HARRIS, 
Chairman. 


Moved that the communication be endorsed 
and spread upon the minutes. 

Carried. 

Delegate Kelly moved that the consideration 
of the place of the next Convention be made a 
special order for 3 o’clock. Delegate Barter 
amended it by making it 10 o’clock tomorrow. 
Amendment lost by a vote of 21 to 26. 

Original motion carried. 
read a communication from 
Union, asking the Convention to 
declare against ale and beer packages made by 
machinery and in favor of hand made. 


The Secretary 
the Coopers’ 


Delegate Bechtold thought we could not go 
on record as fighting machinery, and it would 
be better for the Coopers to organize the men 
in the cooperage machine factories. 

So ordered. 

The Chair announced that George Francis 
Train had been invited to address the Conven- 
tion, also that Mrs. Charlotte Smith had asked 
for the privilege of addressing the Convention. 
Smith be 
Convention this after- 


Delegate Higgins moved that Mrs. 
invited to address the 
noon. 

Delegate Garland moved that she be granted 
15 minutes. 
speakers 
until we 


that no 
Convention 
routine 


Delegate McGuire moved 
be allowed to 


have 


address 
transacted our business.. 

The President stated that he had been in- 
structed to invite Mr. Train by the Conven- 
tion a few days ago. 

Delegate McGuire quoted resolution passed 
at the Chicago Convention that no person be 
privilege of the floor 
not a member of a trades union, 


who was 
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ruled that 
Conventions, but 


President law between 


Con- 


was the 
when in session the 
vention could override. 

would not 
Mrs. Smith 


Delegate Tracey hoped that we 


discourteous as to refuse 


the privilege asked. 


de so 
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Moved that she be granted 10 minutes. 
Granted. 


Moved that we adjourn. 


Carried. Time, 12:40. 


SEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Called to order at 2:15. 


Delegate Howard announced that Mr. 


Mawdsley would leave at 5 o’clock, and he 


would like to discuss the resolution in refer- 


organizing the textile industries in 


the South. 


ence to 


Delegate O’Sullivan moved to that effect. 
The Committee on Organization reported: 
RESOLVED, That a sum of money, not to 

exceed $500, be appropriated for the purpose 

of organiizng the textile workers of the South- 
ern States, and that the Executive Council 
select two organizers, one to be a resident of 


the South and one from some union of the 
textile industry. 
The Committee recommended that it be re- 


ferred to the Executive Council. 

Delegate O’Sullivan stated that the resolution 
did not mean that $500 should be expended, 
but that it 
He moved that the 


should not exceed that amount. 


resolution be adopted. 


Delegate Howard urged favorable action. 


Wages are low and hours long in the South. 
They were continually told in Massachusetts 
their wages must conform. No more progress 
can be made in New England until the South- 
ern situation was improved. 


Delegates Higgins and Pomeroy supported 


the motion. 

Delegate Barter thought that all such matters 
should be referred to the Executive Council. 
O'Sullivan was 


The motion of Delegate 


adopted. Delegate Barter desired to be re 


corded against. 
Committee on 


The report of Organization 


withdrawal of charter of the 


Machinists’ 


International 
Union was then considered. 
at length in favor 


Delegate O'Connell spoke 


of such action. He did not believe there were 


100 members in the organization. Secretary 
Morgan stated to him just before he came here 
that if he 


not object to the withdrawal of charter, as he 


were at this Convention he would 


believed they were standing in the way of 


organization. 
favor the motion. 


Delegate Parnes did not 


It was by the aid of the I. M. U. that the 
I. A. M. was brought into the fold. 

President McBride explained how the char- 
ter was issued to the I. A. M. and thought the 
I. M. U. ought now cease to exist. 

Delegate McCarthy read 
M. U. 

Delegate O’Connell answered that the differ- 
ences in 


protest from the 


Boston local of the I. 


Boston would, be amicably adjusted. 


It was then voted that the resolution be 


adopted. 
McGuire stated that Mr. Mawds- 
ley, one of the English delegates, was leaving 


Delegate 


us, and before doing so, it was proper that we 
should tender him some token of our regard, 
and in a few felicitous words he presented him 
with a cane. 

Delegate thanking the 


Mawdsley replied, 


delegates. He would go back to England not 
with the 


can brethren, but 


only highest opinion of his Ameri- 
5 g I 


with the feeling that he 


had learned something. He mentioned the 
high order of the men he had met in the Con- 
vention, much above the 
average representative in Kurope. 


him. 


saying they were 
It surprised 
They looked to the American workman 
to set an example for the world, although 
they did some things better on the other side, 
due to their greater experience. 

The place to hold the next Convention was 
then considered. 


Delegate Rist nominated Cincinnati, O.; sec- 


onded by Delegates Kelly, Rowland and Hig 
gins. 9 

Delegate Pomeroy nominated Nashville, 
Tenn; seconded by Delegate Albers. 


The full 


vote was ordered and resulted in, 


for Cincinnati, 1561; Nashville, 431. , 
The following telegrams were read: . 
‘ Chicago, Ill., December 16, 1895. 


Wm. C. Pomeroy, Convention Hall, A. F. of 
I,., Madison Square Garden New York: 
“Trades Assembly sends greetings and good 
wishes to Convention. Socialist wing of 
labor congress protests against agreement, and 
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has called special meeting for 
Trades unionists satisfied. 
ye 


next Sunday. 

J. ELDERKIN, 
President. 

WALTER M. GROVES, Secretary Trades 


and Labor Assoc., pro. tem. 


Chicago, Ill., December 16, 1985. 
Aug. McCraith, Convention Hall, A. F. of L.: 

Trades and Labor Assembly of Chicago 
sends greetings and good wishes to you all. 
Keep up the good work on trade union lines. 

JAS. O’CONNELL, 
Vice-President Trades Assembly. 

The Committee on Law reported as follows: 

We recommend that Sec. 2, Art. VIII be 
transferred and become Sec. 6 of Art. V. un- 
der the head of officers. 

And we further recommend the word “gen- 
eral” be striken out in first line of Sec. 1, 
Art. VI., that it may conform to the rest 
of the section. 

We further recommend that the incoming 
Executive Council be instructed to correct 
a number of clerical errors which now appear 
in the Constitution, and to cut up and subdi 
vide the larger sections into smaller ones, but 
in no way to change or alter the fundamental 
law therein. 

P. J. McGUIRE, 
Chairman, 
P. H. PENNA, 
JOS. F.. VALENTINE, 
W. B. PRESCOTT, 
J. MAHLON BARNES, 
Secretary. 

Delegate Kelly moved to adopt. 

Carried. 

The Committee on 
favor of 


Credentials reported in 

White as 

for Delegate Jacobs who had retired, 
Adopted. 


seating Henry substitute 


O'Sullivan 
consent to introduce the following: 
WHEREAS, The United Hatters have re- 
ceived the support of the A. F. of L,, not- 
withstanding that the hatters have held aloof 
and refused to tender their support to us, and, 


Delegate moved for unanimous 


WHEREAS, This organization has never 
encouraged secession from the hatters ranks 
because of such non-affiliation. 

RESOLVED, That in the opinion of this 


Convention, the hatters ought to be a part of 
the labor movement of the United States, in 
line with the trade unions. 
Adopted. 
Delegate White of the 


on American Tobacco Co., made the following 


special committee 


report: 
To the Officers and 


Delegates of the 15th 
Annual 4 


Convention of the A. F. of L.: 

We your special committee to wait upon the 
American Tobacco Co. for the purpose of 
unionizing the various factories, beg leave to 
submit for your consideration the following 
report. We called upon the said company, 
and after quite a lengthy discussion with the 
president, Wm. Duke, met with a_ refusal. 
We then asked that the subject matter be re- 
ferred to the Board of Directors of said com- 
pany, Mr. Duke informed your committee 
that there would be no use in doing so as he 
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voiced the sentiments of the American To- 


bacco Company. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS. 
JAMES CRAMER, 
JOHN WHITE. 
It was recommended that the boycott be 
endorsed, when Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts reported. 


Adopted. 


Delegate Jacobson moved that the resolution 
to make the eight hour law apglicable to all 
government contract work be endorsed. 

Carried. 
introduced and 
Convention. He favor- 
ably of the delegates individually, of the ela- 
borate reports the 
blackboard illustration of the 
declaring the 


George Francis Train was 


addressed the spoke 


press had given, gave a 
financial 
of gold to 


our wants, and denounced politics as a fraud. 


prob- 


lem, inability meet 


He was frequently with 


and applause. 


interrupted laughter 


Charlotte Smith, of the Women’s Industrial 
League, was then introduced and made an ap- 


peal for the organization of women. 


Delegate McGuire introduced the following, 
which was adopted: 

To amend Article III of the Constitution 
by adding Section 7, as follows: None other 
than members of a bona fide trade union shall 
be permitted to address the Convention or 
read papers therein, except by a two-thirds vote 
of the Convention. 

The Committee on Organization recom- 
mended that the following be referred to the 
Executive Council: 

By J. F. O'Sullivan: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be directed to consider the advisability of 
changing the pledge in the ritual of federal 
unions, and that contemplated changes be sub- 
mitted to all federal unions for their consid- 
eration, 

Adopted. 





Delegate 
the Chair. 


Braunschweiger was here called to 


By Journeymen Barbers’ International Union 
through its delegates. 

RESOLVED, That all trades assemblies, 
central labor unions and central labor federa- 
tions or any central body having an organi- 
zation of barbers affiliated therewith, and not 
affiliated with the international union of that 
trade shall do all within their power to have 
‘he local unions procure a charter from the 
aforesaid international union. 

RESOLVED, That should said local bar- 
bers’ union fail to procure a charter from the 
said international union within a_ period of 
three months, they shall be expelled from 
the central body with which they are affiliated. 

Adopted. 

By Jas. H. Sullivan: 

WHEREAS, Inasmuch as the A. F. 
has recognized the Brotherhood of 


of L. 


Painters 
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and Decorators of America, of which J. H. 
Sullivan is General President, and John T 
Elliot is General Secretary, be it 

RESOLVED, That all state federations, 
trade assemblies and central labor unions affili- 
ated with the A.F. of L., are hereby instructed 
to refuse to recognize any local union of paint- 
ers and decorators who are not affiliated with 
the national union recognized by this body, 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all local affiliated cen- 
tral bodies are requested to use all means in 
their power to encourage and assist the broth- 
erhood of painters and Decorators of America 
in building up their organization. 

Adopted. 


By C. P. McCambridge: 

WHEREAS, The spirit of 
abroad in the land, and 

WHEREAS, There are ten thousand men 
and women employed in the various packing 
houses in Kansas City, and 

WHEREAS, Said men and women are. al- 
most entirely unorganized, while being anxious 
to become members of some labor union, there- 
fore, be it 


organization is 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
be instructed to send a special organizer to 


Kansas City and also appoint two organizers 
who reside in Kansas City. 


Referred to incoming Executive Board. 
Adopted. 


By James Lanigan. 

RESOLVED, That the efforts of the of- 
ganizers of the A. F. of I,., as well as the aid 
of all the trades Seine affliated be lent to 
organizing the bleachers and dyers of the 
United States into a national union. 

Referred to incoming Executive Board. 


Adopted. 


By James Duncan. 


WHEREAS, The Granite Cutters of the 
United States are emerging not only from the 
industrial depression but from one of the 
most gigantic lockouts ever waged in the history 
of the labor movement and involving the whole 
granite industry in the states of Maine, Mass- 
achusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island and Vermont, and the interest of the 
manufacturers of those states wherever lo- 
cated, and 

WHEREAS, The Granite Cutters’ Union 
was during the period of such lockout exces- 
sively taxed, both in the matter of discipline 


and finance, and from which it has not yet 
fully recovered; therefore, 
RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 


Council call the special attention of A. F. of LL. 
organizers to the organization and reorgan- 
ization of granite cutters in all parts of the 


country, to the end that by the assistance of 
the organizing literature by that union they 
may be able to co-operate in thoroughly or- 


ganizing the craft where not now organized, 
and to perfect organization already undertaken. 

Referred to Executive Council. 

By Delegates Bechtold and Kurzenknabe: 
S, The cgntinyal fights between 
actions of the labor movement are 
making every progress illusory and only work 
to the benefit of united capital, and 
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WHEREAS, All former attepts to unify 
labor’s ranks have mostly failed on ac- 


count of the fact that always the parties most 
interested in those fights, the so-called lead- 
ers of the fighting factions have been chosen to 
bring about a unification of the labor move- 
ment, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 
vention of the A. F. of L. herewith invites ev- 
ery national, international and district labor 
organization to send delegates to a Convention 
to be held on the 4th of July, 1896, in Chicago 
or any other centrally located city for the 
purpose of bringing about a close connection 
of all labor organizations. 

Thes-Committee believed that nothing could 
be accomplished while 


15th Annual Con- 


considerable 


expense 
would be incurred. 
Taid on table. 
By Delegate Klapetzky. 
WHEREAS, The _ Barbers’ International 


Union finds it an utter impossibility to organ- 
ize the members of their craft without the 
united support and assistance of all national, 
international, and local federated bodies affili- 
ated with this federation; and 

WHEREAS, On account of the limited 
membership of this organization they find it 
impossible to raise sufficient funds to place a 
permanent organizer in the field; therefore be 
it 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Exegutive 
Board be and are hereby instructed to devise 
means whereby the members of affiliated un- 
ions shall be called upon to refrain from pa- 
tronizing any barber shops which do not dis- 
play the union shop card of the Journeymen 
Barbers’ International Union of America. 

Approved. 

On the 
relating to 
reported 


Elderkin 
committee 
by ~ previous action, 


resolution of Delegate 
dual organization the 
matter covered 

In the matter of the machinists and type- 
setting machine engineers, Delegate O’Connell 
said that he and Delegate Prescott had drawn 
up an agreement which they believed would 
be satisfactory to all parties concerned. 

For the resolution offered by the Federated 
Trades Council of Milwaukee, calling for har- 


mony between the A. F. of L. and K. of L. 
the committee would substitute: 
The A. F. of LI. has always endeavored to 


establish harmonious relations between labor 
organizations, and has repeatedly held out the 
olive branch notwithstanding great provocation; 
and now, as then, we are willing to recognize 
the jurisdiction of all labor organizations which 
recognize ours. 


W. C. PEARCE, 
Cha - man. 
W. E. KLAPE ZK 
ies 
ROADY KENE HAN. 
There being lack of definition of the last 
clause of the above resolution, it was moved 


without debate to lay the matter on the table. 
Carried. 
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The Committee on Resolutions reported on 


the following: 


By Delegate Jacob Gompers: 


WHEREAS, The workers of 
have suffered by reason of unfair, improper 
and illegal immigration of workers from _ for- 
eign countries who came here under written 
or implied contracts, to give their services 
at a greatly reduced rate of wages, thus tend- 


our county 


ing to deteriorate the economic, social, material 
and moral condition environments. 
WHEREAS, Experience has demonstrated 


that the purpose of the alien contract labor 
law is being violated by the perjury of immi- 
grants, such perjury Leing instigated and en- 
couraged by unfair employers, shipping com- 
panies and their agents. Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we demand the amend- 
ment of present law so that immigrants who 
falsely take oath or affirm with the purpose 
to evade the provisions of the alien contract 
labor law, shall be punishable as __ perjurers, 
and that all persons who may be guilty of 
instigating or encouraging immigrants to 
falsely swear or affirm with the same object in 
view, shall be punished for subordination of 
perjury. 

Amendment by the Committee: 

We view with approval the effort the immi- 
gration officers are making for the enforce- 
ment of the alien contract labor law, but 
demand that the law be so perfected as to 
more effectually protect the wage workers of 
our country from people who allow themselves 
to be brought here under a species of slavery 
generally known as a contract. 

Approved. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 77 


By Delegate Barnes: 

RESOLVED, That it is as clearly the duty 
of union workingmen to organize and maintain 
a political party devoted exclusively to their 
own interests as to organize in trade and 
labor unions. 

Substitute by Committee. 

RESOLVED, That it is clearly the duty of 
union workingmen to use their franchise so 
as to protect and advance the class interests 
of the men and women of labor and their 
children. That the interests of workers as a 
class s of paramount importance to_ party 
interests. That the class interests of labor 
demand labor measures in preference to party 
measures, and we, therefore, recommend to 
the workers more independent voting outside 
of party lines. 

Delegate Barnes said we might just as logic- 
ally say that we encourage people to work as 
irrespective of organizations. He 
however, that our class interests 
bring us both industrially and_poli- 
together as a unit along class lines. 
He instanced the fact, illustrative of our 
condition, that a delegate of this convention 
was compelled to be absent three days because 
of the arbitrary demands of his employer, and 
he had to steal away from the shop to be here 
today. Yet it is said we are freemen. He 
contended there was a vulnerable point in the 
position of our opponents. At the ballot box, 
where we outnumber the other side five to one 
we can dispossess them. 

Adjourned at 5:30. 


they please 
would say, 
should 


tically 


EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session. 


17, 1895. 


Convention called to order at 9:30. 


Tuesday, Dec. 


Roll call and minutes dispensed with. 

The Committee on Labels and Boycotts re- 
ported: 

By Delegate White: 

WHEREAS, The American Tobacco Co. has 
by diserimin: ating against, and refusing to rec- 
ognize the right of its employees to organize, 
become antagonistic to organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, This spirit of antagonism has 
been proved by its actions when certain of 
its employees in its factory in Louisville, Ky., 
saw fit to organize, the unfair means of in- 
timidation was resorted to, to such an extent, 
that the employees were compelled, to choose 
between their union and their positions; and 

WHEREAS, A similar state of affairs has 
sprung into existence in the Jas. G, Butler To- 
bacco factory, of St. Louis, which has re- 
cently been absorbed by the Tobacco Trust, 
which under the Jas. G. Butler regime was a 
union factory throughout; and 





WHEREAS, 


committees, looking 


All honorable means through 
toward an amicable ad- 
justment, have proved futile, the National To- 
bacco Workers’ Union of Anerica has de- 
clared this Trust to be unfair, and has placed 
a boycott on all its products, the same hav- 
ing received the indorsement of the Trades 
and Labor Union of St. Louis, Mo., and the 
Council of Trades and Labor Unions of De- 
troit, Mich.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, — gives 
its indorsement to this boycott; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor with the powerful influence it wields, 
lends all possible assistance to the tobacco 
workers in pushing this boycott to a success- 
ful issue. 


Approved by committee. Adopted. 
By Delegates Kurzenknabe and Bechtold: 
RESOLVED, That the convention re-en- 


dorse the boycotts of the brewers on the New 
York brewers pool beer and the St. Louis Eng- 
lish syndicate, and request that the Execu- 
tive Council issue a circular to all affiliated 
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bodies calling on them to enforce the boycott, 
at the expense of Brewers’ National Union. 
Approved by committee. Adopted. 


3y Elastic Goring Weavers’ Amalgamated 
Association: That the above organization re- 
quest the A. F. of L. to re-endorse boycott on 
Hppedale Elastic Fabric Co. of Hopedale, 
Mass., of which Congressman es of 
Massachusetts, is the principal owner 


Approved. Adopted. 


And also to place a boycott on the product 
of Thomas Taylor, of Hudson, Mass., 
facturer of elastic goring for congress shoes. 

Referred to Council. 

By Delegate Dernell: 

WHEREAS, ig cigar makers of New York 
City have for the last four years been engaged 
in a struggle with a_ firm named Ottenberg 
Bros., against a reduction of wages, and other 
unfair conditions that existed in this estab- 
lishment. The firm had placards posted on the 
walls stating that it was strictly a non-union 
shop. A boycott was placed upon this firm 
by the A. F. of L., which has caused the firm 
to call for a committee from the cigar makers 
upon two occasions, but no amicable adjust- 
ment has been reached owing to the great dis- 
parity in prices paid by the firm, and the 
prices called for by the bill of prices demanded 
by the New York unions. 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Ottenberg Bros. 
refuses to pay the union scale of wages, and 
pay at the present time the lowest wages of 
any factory in this city. 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. reaf- 
firms its boycott upon the firm of S. Ottenberg 
3ros., and the same be spread on the min- 
utes of this body, and further 

RESOLVED, That this convention request 
all labor papers to publish this resolution, and 
further, that all the delegates to this conven- 
tion secure the co-operation of all union men 
in their locality to refuse to smoke the product 
of this firm. 

Adopted. 


WHEREAS, The 
stove manufacturers, 
during the past four 
ized labor, and on or 
discharged the union 
ploy; and 

WHEREAS, All attempts at conciliation 
were refused with contempt by the vice-presi- 
dent and manager of said company; _there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, 


manu- 


Executive 


Fuller-Warren Company, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., has 
years antagonized organ- 
about August 14, 1895, 
molders in their em- 


That the product of the Ful- 
ler-Warren Company, _ of Mi¥waukee, Wis., 
be declared unfair and unworthy of the pa- 
tronage of organized labor and its friends. 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the A. F. 
of I, be instructed to issue a circular letter 
calling upon all bodies of organized labor to 
inform their friends and the public in general 
not to buy any stoves or heaters manufac- 
tured by the Fuller-Warren Compary, of Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

Referred to the Executive Council, 
as the communication on the 
Co., Norwich, Conn: 


3y Delegate Wiemann: 
WHEREAS, The 


as well 


Richmond Stove 


firm of Kipp Bros., of 
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Milwaukee, Wis., manufacturers of  mat- 
; and spring beds, has discharged its em- 
s because of their affiliation with the 
of L.; and 

WHEREAS, Said firm has been and still 
continues to antagonize all men and measures 
whose purpose and aim are the advancement 
of our people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the products of said firm 
be placed on the boycott list until such time 
as they concede the just demands of the Mat- 
tress Workers’ Union No. 6490, and the Fed- 
erated Trades Council of Milwaukee. 

Referred to Executive Council. 






By ®elegates Kurzenknabe and Bechtold: 

WHEREAS, The Bergner & Engel and the 
Balz Brewing Companies of Philadelphia, Pa., 
are still refusing their employees the right to 
join any labor organization, and 

WHEREAS, These two brewery firms have 
lately been instrumental in having four active 
members of local union No. 5, of the national 
union of the united brewery workmen of the 
United States arrested, and two of them con- 
victed under the capitalistic conspiracy law and 
sent to jail for three months each, and 

WHEREAS firms refused to 


These come 


to any satisfactory agrement with organized 
labor, therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the boycott against the 


product of those two firms be endorsed, and 
all labor organizations throughout the country 
be requested to use their utmost efforts to stop 
the sale of the above mentioned scab beer. 

Referred to Executive Council. 

By same: 

WHEREAS, The conditions of the workmen 
employed in the different} commission malt 
houses in several parts of the country are 
worse than in any other trade. 

WHEREAS, Long and hard efforts made 
by the National -Union of _United Brewery 
Workmen of the United States to organize and 
better the conditions of the malsters have been 
successful to a certain extent, but the refusal 
of several leading malt house firms who em- 
ploy their workmen in a most inhumane man- 
ner, working them seven days a week, and 14 
and 16 hours a day, by a weekly wage scale 
of $7, $8 and $9, for*a most hard and un- 
healthy work, is prohibiting further success; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, To declare a boycott 
the firms of Fisher, of Buffalo, N. Y. 
scher, of Hamilton, Ohio; C. Schreier, of 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

RESOLVED, To ask all the central bodies 
and local unions of affiliated national and in 
ternational unions to use all possible efforts 
prohibiting the brewery firms of their respect- 
ive cities *from using the malt manufactured 
by the above mentioned firms till they see fit 
to recognize the right to organize to their em- 
ployees. 


against 





Referred to Executive Council. 

By Delegates Kurzenknabe and Bechtold: 
_On request of our L. U. No. 7, of the Pa- 
cific Coast, endorsed by the National Executive 
Board of our national union, we hereby ask the 
convention of the A. F. of L,. to list the boy- 


cott levied upon the Jackson and National 
Breweries of San Francisco, Cal. L. U. No. 7 
claims that they will be more able to reor- 
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ganize the brewery workmen of their city af- 
ter this boycott is raised. 


Adopted. 





Approved. 

By Delegate Reichers: 

WHEREAS, The large wholesale and retail 
clothing manufacturers of New York City, 
Hackett, Carhart & Co., have agreed to abide 
by the union conditions of the United Gar- 
ment Workers of America after a contest of 
two years’ duration, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the boycott levied by the 
American Federation of Labor be removed 
and the name of this firm be taken from the 
unfair list. 


Approved. Adopted. 


RESOLVED, That the committee request 
all trade union journals and labor papers to 
publish a list of properly endorsed boycotts. 

Adopted. 

The committee recommended in the case of 
the Horse Shoers’ stamp that was indorsed by 
Denver convention, that union men_ through- 
out the country be more careful when having 
work be 


horses shod, to see to it that their 


given only to shops where the horse shoers’ 


stamp is used. 
The 


tions was resumed 


report of the Committee on Resolu- 


on political action. 


Delegate Iennon moved to lay on table. The 


point was raised that under our rules, the 


originator of the motion must be allowed to 
speak. Decided well taken. 

Delegate Barnes was given the floor. 
De 


der that the matter was already passed upon, 





‘gate Weismann raised the point of or- 
we having rejected the political platform. 
Ruled out, the chair stating we were con- 
sidering report of committee and a motion to 
lay on table was pending. 
McGuire 
debated if 
was pending. 


Delegate desired to know how 


question could be motion to lay 
on table 
The President cited the rule referred to. 
Delegate O’Sullivan raised the point that 
to lie on table was not in order when made. 
Not well taken. 
The motion to table was lost by 25 to 19. 
was the inten- 


formed to al- 


McGuire ‘stated it 
Federation was 


Delegate 
tion when the 
low the utmost latitude of opinion and action 
consistent with progress and unity; to act 
together on those points upon which we agree. 
Philadel- 


phia that an attempt was made to divert the 


It was not until four years ago at 


organization from these well established prin- 


ciples. All trade unionists indicted the present 


system as severely as any socialist. This 


country was based strongly on individualism, 


more so than any other. 
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In the panic of ’73 there were 68,000 trade 
unionists, and when ended there was less than 
20,000; but after the recent panic there was 
less than 20 per cent. loss. We believed any 
one and everybody should have a hearing. We 
admired the earnest men in the socialists and 
populist parties, but the populists nor the pro- 
their 


hibitionists do not ask us to endorse 


platforms. If we should go into politics, the 
corruption is so intense, those fakirs who can 
not secure offices in the old parties would in 
flict themselves on us. He always voted the 
independent ‘ticket when opportunity presented. 
He voted for Peter Cooper for president, and 
no later than last election voted the socialist 
labor. Politically, we will control this coun- 
try in 40 odd years, and the man who is not 
content to wait will have to. We are now 
the capitalists because of their bet- 
through 


beaten by 
ter business methods. He had been 
the school of kangaroo political econemy, and 
so long as we have the red flag of socialism 
have it combated by 
them 
both and move along on independent political 


thrust upon us, we will 


philosophical anarchism. Let us drop 


lines on the outside. 


Delegate Garland was called to the ohair. 


Delegate Tobin said that all old parties aim 


at perpetuating the wage system, and it was 


absolutely impossible to unite labor’s forces on 


petty issues. He was not in favor of nation- 


alizing schemes. The employees in the postal 


service do not support us; they are content 


with things as they are, and we would find 


the same result were railroads nationalized. 


The socialists were loyal to the Federation and 
stick to the old 
demonstrated capacity for 


would ship so long as she 


moving along pro- 


gressive lines. 


Delegate O'Sullivan stated it cost $576 per 


day to hold this convention, considering the 
delegates’ wages and expenses. We were not 
sent here to discuss politics by tne men who 
are paying these bills. We need have no fear 
from the Federation 


of unions withdrawing 


owing to our antagonism to the introduction 
of politics, for the men who so advocate do 
who send ttem. The 


Federation guarantees absolute political and re- 


not represent the men 
ligious freedom; many local and international 
constitutions contain express provisions there- 
on. It was a waste of time. We do not de- 
sire to bar the discussion of political economy, 
but we do party 


emphatically disapprove of 


politics. He would offer the following: 

That this convention declares that party poli- 
tics whether they be democratic, republican, 
socialistic, populistic, prohibition or any other, 
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should have no place in the conventions of 
the A. F. o 
The roll call 


follows: 


was ordered and resulted as 


For—Sidener, Weismann, Eaton, Lynch, 
McGuire, Plumb, Rowland, Neuroth, S. Gom- 


pers, Dernell, Kelly, Jacobs, H. White, Albers, 

Keough, Garland, O’Connell, Ashe, Usher, 
Penna, McBryde, W. C. Pearce, Sullivan, 
Diehl, Furuseth, Lennon, Blick, Ryan, Pres- 
cott, Higgins, McCraith, Bramwood, Junio, 
Parsons, McCarthy, McGill, Braunschweiger, 
Lee, Barter, Pomeroy, Anderson, O’Sullivan, 
Svindseth, McGean, Mulcare, Mullen, Miller. 
—1,460. 

Against—Kurzenknabe, Bechtold, 
Kenehan, Duffy, Lawrence,’ Rist, 
Mailly, Kreyling, McCambridge.—158. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported as 


follows: 


Barnes, 
Wieman, 


By Delegate Lawrence: 

RESOLVED, That this convention declares 
in favor of such legislation as will bring about 
laws requiring better sanitary conditions in 
the dressing rooms of theaters of the country, 
in the end that the conditions are abolished 
under which members of the actors, or the- 
atrical profession are obliged to perform labor 
at the risk of their health and too often their 
lives. 

Approved. Adopted. 

By Delegate Diehl: 

WHEREAS, At the present time there are 
laws governing the employment of laborers 
and mechanics on government work to be not 
more than eight hours per day, and 

WHEREAS, It is positively known that the 
government officials, i. e. Treasury Department 
do not enforce said tg but on the contrary, 
openly and flagrantly violate it, and in addi- 
tion to such violation do tend to prevent the 
endeavors of the various trades and labor or- 
ganizations throughout the country to secure 
the short work day, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor are 
hereby directed to prefer charges under Gen- 
eral Order No. 398 of Navy Department is- 
sued August 6, 1892, to the President of the 
United States against the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who, being cognizant of such vio- 
lation, has failed to have said law covering 
the eight-hour work day properly complied 
with. 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to this 
15th annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, do believe that in order to 
firinly establish the eight-hour work day it is 
of paramount importance that the head of the 
government must see to the strict enforcement 
of the law at present on the statute books 
and hold him to a strict accountability. Thus 
the eight-hour work day will become a_prac- 
tical established fact through a well directed 
effort on the part of organized labor, bringing 
before the country the universal observance 
by the government in a matter which the im- 
mediate future will solve in a manner calcu- 
lated to best remove a prime factor creating 
dissension between capital and labor with their 
far reaching ill effects both to the employer 
and employee. 
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Approved by committee, to be referred to 
Executive Council. 

Ashe moved co amend by _ insert- 
ing after secretary-treasurer, ‘“‘and the exe- 
cutive head of any other government depart- 
ment in which the eight-hour law is violated. 


Delegate 


Delegate J‘uruseth asked if the courts had 
been appealed to. 
Delegate Diehl 
done what it could, 
of theeFederation. 


said his organization had 
but needed the influence 


Delegate Gompers said the Executive Coun- 
cil had instructed him when in office to secure 
a good case, arid make a test, and they weuld 
be only too happy to be afforded the oppor- 
tunity. 

Delegate Diehl thought opportunities were 
generally at hand. 

Delegate O’Sullivan had some experience in 
Boston; courts ruled they worked by the 
hour, not by the day, and thus avoided the 
law. 


Delegate Kenehan said the law was one time 


violated in Denver, but the Trades Assem- 
bly had made ther live up to it. 
Delegate McGuire said they had _ brought 


the government to time in his trade without 
the aid of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Eaton called for the 
Carried. 


Delegate previous 


question. 


The amendment was adopted and passed as 
a whole. 

3y Delegate Costello: . 

WHEREAS, We, the members of Labor- 
ing Men’s Protective Union No. 5287 of the 
A. F. of L., are of the opinion that we have 
not pe Be a fair recognition from the offi- 
cers of the A. F. of L. in the past; and 

WHEREAS, As we have promptly paid all 
dues in the past and we intend to do so in 
the future, 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled devise ways and means of 
forming a national union of the laboring un- 
ions affliated with the A. F. of L. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. and its affiliated unions do 
their utmost to accomplish the same. 

The committee reported approval so far as 
the request to organize national body was con- 
cerned. 

Jarter stated since forming a na- 
"longshoremen had much 
He supported the idea, and 
would also add the following: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming executive 
board is hereby requested to organize the un- 


skilled workers in the various federal labor 
unions now affiliated with the A. F. of L,. 


Delegate 
tional the 
their conditions. 


improved 


* into a national organization. 
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This created discussion, it being 
stated the federal unions contained many kinds 
of labor, skilled and unskilled, as well as pro- 
fessional. 


some 


Eaton moved to strike out “fed- 


unions.” 


Delegate 
eral labor 


3oth amendments were defeated, and the 
original motion adopted. 

By Delegate Furuseth: 

WHEREAS, House bills 1227, 1228, 1229, 
1230, 1231, 1232, and 1233, introduced by the 
Hon. James G. Maguire, of California, are 
the same which were endorsed by our Denver 
convention, be it ; 

R ESUOLV ED, That we do again endorse said 


bills, and urge upon Congress their speedy 
passage. 
Approved. Adopted. 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be directed to consider the advisa- 
bility of taking such steps as may be neces 
sary to secure the abolition of the padrone 
system in this country. 


Approved. Adopted. 


By Delegate S. H. Jacobson: 

RESOLVED, That the efght-hour law per- 
taining to all employees engaged in work di- 
rectly for the United States government be 
extended so as to include all those employed 
on contract work given by the United States 
government; further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to have an amendment to the 
said law framed and introduced in the United 
States Congress. 
Adopted. 
legislation the 
substitute for 


Approved. 

On direct 
offer the 
presented: 

RESOLVED, That we re-affirm the attitude 
of the A.F. of L. on the principle of direct leg- 


islation and demand that the initiative and ra 
erendum be adopted and to apply to the affairs 


committee would 


following resolutions 


of the Federal States and municipal govern- 
ments. 

Adopted. 

On the resolutions respecting the struggle 


of the Cubans for liberty, the committee would 
recommend that copies thereof be sent to the 
officials of the government at Washington and 
office of the Cubans in this 


Adopted. 


the Executive 

country. 
On the resolution respecting joint stock labor 

the committee reported inexpedient to 
Adopted. 


unions, 
legislate. 

The following was presented: 

WHEREAS, During a long life, Allan G. 
Thurman has proved by his every action and 
utterance that he was at all times a_ true 
friend of the masses; that he was in the best 
an honorable, upright and conscientious man 
and a statesman of the highest order, basing 
his advocacy of opposition to legislative en- 
actment on a sincere desire to accomplish that 
which would bring the greatest benefit to the 
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whole people of our common country; there- 


fore 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled, that in the 
death of Allan G. Thurman we recognize the 
fact that we, as representatives of labor, have 
lost a sincere friend and advocate, and we 
hereby express our admiration for the life and 
worth of Allan G. Thurman, and tender to 
his family and the common people of our coun- 
try our expression of gratification that such 
men as Allan G. Thurman have lived and left 
behind them an example of true manhood that 
cannot help but elevate all mankind. 

Adopted by a rising vote: 

The committee further reported: 


These cover the entire subject matter re- 
ferred to your committee. In _ closing we 
would respectfully recommend that organiza- 
tions and delegates avail themselves of the 
constitutional provisions, i. e. to propose their 
resolutions and changes to the laws, previous 
to the opening of the conventions. 

We are of the opinion that if this course 
was more generally adopted, the convention 
could transact its a within one week. 

raterally yours, 
SAMU E L GOMPERS, 


Chairman. 
J. W. eo a 
gag? DUNCA 
W. C. POME ROY. 
ROBERT HOW ARD, 
. Secretary. 
Adopted as a whole. 


Delegate O'Sullivan moved that the resolu- 


tion on political action be incorporated into 
the constitution. Adopted. 
Delegate Henry White reported that the 


tailors were locked out; that an attempt was 
to turn back the wheels of pro- 
system with 
which their organization had successfully con- 
tended. The movement would largely extend, 
but he felt they 
United 


being made 


gress to restore the sweating 


would win in the end. The 
Charities, which was sup- 
the clothing contractors as 
was supplying their 
Ile desired to bring the situation 


Hebrew 
ported largely by 
well as the city, places. 
before the 
delegates so that they could extend aid in their 
respective cities. 

stated that four seamen 


Delegate Furuseth 


of Astoria, Oregon, desired to leave their 
ship; master refused; were arrested; kept 
in jail fourteen days, while vessel was _ load- 


ing; then, handcuffed, they were put on board 
by a United States marshal; refused again to 
work; vessel towed out to sea, again refused. 
Subsequently the vessel was in danger, but 
they persisted in their refusal to work. Taken 
to ’Frisco; with disobedience;  sea- 
men’s union took up the case; 


charged 
no one should 
work against his will; case 
Court; 
Alameda county, California. 


be compelled to 
sailors in 
He would 


appealed; now in Supreme 


jail in 
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move that a telegram be sent them, ext:nding 
our fraternal commen ling the 
firm stand they had taken on behalf of indi- 
vidual liberty and the 
Adopted. 


greetings and 


right to quit work. 
Delegate Duffy moved that we adjourn this 
convention not later than 5:30 today. 
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Laid on table. 


adjourn to 
Car- 


Delegate Pomeroy moved we 
1:30, and then go into executive session. 
ried. 


Adjourned at 12:15. 


EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order at 2:40 in execu- 


tive session. 


The following was then presented by Dele- 


gate Plumb: 
New York, December 17, 1895. 
To the Officers and Members of Trade and 

Labor Assembly, Nashville, Tenn., Greeting: 

Brothers—The delegates to the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor wish to send you our fraternal 
greetings as co-workers in the cause of labor. 

The kind invitation you extended the A. F. 
of I. to visit your city with its next conven- 
tion was received with favor by a number of 
delegates who recognized that the South as the 
New South needed the aid and council, also 
the presence of the representatives of the 
workers of all sections of the country, but a 
majority of the delegates saw fit to select the 
city of Cincinnati. 

Brothers, we wish to express the fraternal 
feelings we bear to your city for its kind in- 
vitation, and also to attest the regard and con- 
fidence we hold for the worthy representative 
you saw fit to represent your city in the per- 
son of Bro. W. T. Dukehart. 

Adopted. 

The continuance of the Grievance Commit 
tee’s report was taken up at the place it was 
discontinued on the afternoon session of Sat- 
urday. 

(Messrs. Jones and Schlect were here granted 
permission to be present.) 

Delegate Ryan thought it would be well to 
refer the findings of the Grievance Committee 
on disagreement between St. Louis Trades As- 


sembly and the local musicians to the Com- 
mittee on Law. 
The Secretary stated that the Executive 


Council must not be considered, in deciding 


as it did in this case (to be found in its re- 
port,) that it was opposed to sympathetic 
strikes. 


gether to 


were banded to- 
The 
implied it. An 


On the contrary, we 


help one another. words un- 


ion, federation organization 
that held aloof when assistance could be given 
to a sister organization was deserving of cen- 
sure, but not to the extent of expulsion from 


a central body or from the Federation. There 


was a limit to the assistance which we could 


exact. The organization itself must ultimately 
decide. It was the overriding of this limit, 
the demanding more than was tendered, that 


disrupted the K. of L., and on the ground of 





expediency and the best results in the end, the 
A. FB. of I, 


out of which was evolved trade autonomy, or 


acknowledged the situation, and 


the granting to each affiliated body the utmost 


freedom in conducting its own laws, consist 


tent with the principles which we represented. 
strike out 


committee” in the Grievance Committee’s rec 


Delegate Ryan moved to “law 


ommendation and insert ‘Executive Council,” 
and that the council also convey to unions, in 
such way as it thinks proper, not to tie them 
selves up with contracts so they cannot 


Carried. 


help 
each other when able. 
The Grievance Committee further reported: 
Gentlemen—Your committee has carefully 
considered a number of complaints against the 


Brewery Workmen’s National Union in con- 
nection with an appeal of the same union 
against a decision of the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of I. in the complaint of Brew- 


ery Workmen’s National Union against Local 
No. 18, of Chicago, and the Trades and Labor 
Assembly of that city. The evidence submit- 
ted by the Council, the central labor bodies of 
Boston and Albany, N. Y., and also that of 
the United Brewery Workmen’s National Un- 
ion all point to one circumstance as the cause 
and source of the present trouble within the 
ranks of the said organization, the dual affilia- 
tion of a part of the National Union with both 
the A. F. of L. and the K. of IL. Your com- 
mittee having sufficient evidence of this fact 
therefore recommend that the Brewery Work- 
men’s National Union in their coming conven- 
tion in September, 1896, take steps to dissolve 
National Trade District No. 35 of the K. of 
L,., lest suspension from the A. F. of L. should 
follow and further representation in this con- 
vention be denied them. 

Your committee also find that the assessment 
in the case of Brewery Workmen No. 18 was 
levied justly and constitutionally and that said 
union be required to pay said assessment and 


reserve fund to the United Brewery Work- 
men’s National Union, or to make mutually 
satisfactory arrangements for the payment of 


that under these 
18 be reinstated into its 


the same by January 1, 1896; 
conditions Union No. 
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full rights and privileges as a bona fide local 
of the United Brewery Workmen’s National 
Union. Your committee further recommend 


aforesaid 
representa- 
Trades and Labor Assem- 
body, affiliated with the 


that unless No. 18 comply with the 
order they shall be denied further 
tion in the Chicago 
bly or any similar 
A. ¥. of 

M. M. GARLAND, 

DANIEL KEEFE, 

HENRY WEISMANN. 

The following was also presented: 

New York, December 16, 1895. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Fifteenth 

Annual Convention of the Amercan Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

Brothers:—We have heard the recommen- 
dation of your Committee on Grievances in 
the brewers’ case. We beg to differ with your 
committee in so far as the same came to the 
conclusion that all the different grievances 
brought before your body be a result of the 
dual representation (as they call it) of our 
National Union and the Brewers’ National 
Trade Districts Assembly of the K. of L. After 
a thorough investigation you would find that 
this so-called dual representation has proved to 
be to the benefit of our trade. 

Our difficulties with the Brewers’ and Mal- 
ster’s Union No. 18, of Chicago, IIl., originally 
had nothing at all to do with the affiliation of 
a certain number of our local unions, with the 
K. of L. LL. U. No. 18 had to be suspended 
on account of the refusal to pay an assessment 
legally levied by our National Union. The 
legality of this assessment has been proved by 
the reports of the grievance committees of the 
Denver and today’s conventions and the deci- 
sion of the late Executive Board. The ques- 
tion of the affiliation with the K. of I. was 
mixed up with the matter only at the Denver 
convention and later on, while at the time of 
the suspension of the Chicago Brewers’ Union 
by our convention held at Cleveland in Sep- 
tember, 1894, not a single word was mentioned 
about it. We therefore claim that it was the 
duty of the Chicago Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly at that time to suspend L. U. No. 18, ac- 
cording to Art. IV, Sec. 3, and the duty of 
the Denver convention to deny representation 
to the delegate of the Chicago Trades and La- 
bor Assembly on account of their refusal to 
carry out the constitution. If the constitution 
had been carried out at the proper time, our 
difficulties with the Chicago Brewers Union 
would have been adjusted by the Denver Con- 
vention and would not have delayed the pro- 
gress of our National Union during the past 
year. 














Your committee recommends to you to give 
our National Union until our next convention 
to dissolve the Brewers’ N. D. A. 35, K. of 
I. We earnestly hope you will not concur in 
this part of the committee’s report for the 
simple fact that the carrying out of this rec- 
ommendation would cause an immediate at- 
tack from the side of the K. of L. upon four- 
teen of our unions located at the different cit- 
ies where our National Union has to fight 
their bitterest struggles against the united cap- 
ital of the United Brewery Bosses’ Association 
of the U. S. By accepting the recommenda- 
tion of your Grievance Committee you there- 
fore would hit us on the back and help the 
brewery bosses of this country in their long 
years’ efforts to destroy the National Union 
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of the United Brewery Workmen of the U. 

In submitting this to our fellow delegate 
we assure you that up to date we have never 
intended to press any one of our affiliated lo- 
cal unions into the K. of L. and never will 
do so in the future. Whenever we recommend 
an affiliation of a local union to the K. of L. it 
has been done for the sake of harmony, as we 
do not believe in fighting one organization with 
another one for the benefit of our common 
enemy—the capitalistic boss 

Thanking you for the adjustment of the 
Chicago difficulties and assuring you that we 
will be loyal to the A. F. of L. as we have 
been heretofore we hope that you will do us 
no injury, and remain, 

Yours in the cause of labor, 

E. KURZENKNABE, 

CHAS. F. BECHTOLD, 

United 3rewery Workmen’s Na- 
Union. 








Delegates 
tional 
Local 18 was satis- 
report of the 
with one 


Delegate Pomeroy said 


fied with the Grievance Com- 


mittee payment of 


the sum named before the national had with- 


exception, the 
drawn from the K. of L. They were willing 
to place the money in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of the Federation. 

Delegate Weismann did not think it proper 
for us to thus appoint a receivership for an 
affiliated body. 
asked if Local 18 would 
be admitted at next national convention of the 


Delegate Pomeroy 


Brewers’ Union. 

Delegate Bechtold replied that they would 

be admitted with full vote upon payment. 
Delegate Kurzenknabe also objected to re- 

ceiverships. 

Bechtold stated 

to give Local 18 a year’s time. 


Delegate they were willing 
President McBride made a statement of the 
attacks of the 
Executive 


case, citing the Brewers’ Jour- 


nal upon the Board, which were 


abusive and slanderous. 

Delegate Pomeroy stated for Secretary 
Schlecht, of Local 18, of Chicago, that they 
willing to pay the amount due as _ fol- 
March 1, 96, 


were 
lows: On January 1, ’96, $ 
May 1, ’96, 
fund to commence January 1, ’96. 


500; 


$500; $500. Dues and reserve 
He would 
referring to Chicago 


Adopted. 


move that all that part 

Union be approved. 
Delegate Junio spoke of the difficulty they 

Union at Albany. 


White desired to show how 


had with the Brewers’ 


Delegate Henry 


the Brewers’ Union had taken sides with the 


K. of L. on the Hacket, Carhart & Co. boy- 


cott. 


After further 
tion was ordered and the report of the Griev- 


discussion, the previous ques- 


ance Committee was adopted. 
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The committee continued: 

In the matter of the protest of the Brewers’ 
National Union, against a decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, refusing to endorse a_boy- 
cott on the breweries controlled by the Master 
Brewers’ Association of Alleghany county, your 
committee, after giving a careful consideration 


to both sides in the dispute, recommend that 
this convention grant the request of the Brew- 
ery Workmen’s National Union, the endorse- 


ment of the said boycott and the granting to 
the brewers of the official seal for the circu- 


lation of such matter as may assist them in 
their struggle to unionize the breweries in 
question. 


Delegate Bramwood cited the action of Den- 
ver convention in refusing to endorse the la- 
bel of the brewers because they were affiliated 
with the K. of L. 


Delegate Weismann thought the request of 
ought to be that no 
doubt the action of the Executive Council, in 
refusing to endorse the boycott, 


by the K. of L. feature. 


The Secretary 


the brewers granted; 


was influenced 
replied this was one feature, 
demanded that if the 
were not supported in Chicago, 
of L., the 
leghany. 


and consistency brewers 
because of K. 
reason must hold good in Al- 
Another that to attempt 


to boycott 16 out of 17 breweries in any local- 


same 


reason was, 


ity, and where the trade unionists did not rec- 


ognize them ‘as unfair, would be to make a 


farce of the boycott. 
Delegate Bechtold replied 
content to boycott two or 


that they 
three breweries. 


were 


Higgins moved that the 
boycott case go to the 


Delegate Alleghany 


Executive with 


with the laws 


Council, 
power to act when they comply 
of the A. F. of L. 


By Bramwood, that endorsed 
when the brewery 
K. of L., in accordance 
Local 18 of Chicago. 
and the 


adopted. 


boycott be 


workmen withdraw from 


with our action on 
Subsequently withdrawn, 


motion of Delegate Higgins was 


The committee continued: 


In the grievance of the National Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers against the National A\l- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees, concern- 
ing dispute over trade jurisdiction, we recom- 
mend that in the case of Theatrical Electri- 
cians, we find that no notice of this grievance 


has been filed with the National Alliance of the 
Theatrical Stage Eniployees, and find further 
that the matter may be adjusted by means of 


conciliation through 
locals interested. 


correspondence with the 





Your committee recommend that 60 days’ 
time be allowed for this purpose, and that in 
sase of failure to settle the matter the Execu 


tive Council be required to call a conference of 
the parties interested for an adjustment of the 
difficulty. 


Approved, 


Adopted, 
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Your committee having considered the com- 
plaint of the Manhattan Musical Protective Un- 
ion against the Mutual Musical Protective Un- 
ion of New York, find that the charges of the 
former are correct and would respectfully sub- 
mit that this convention condemn the practices 
of said Mutual Musical Protective Union in 
refusing to affiliate with and to Support organ- 
ized labor as contrary to the principles and in- 
terest of organized labor, and recommend that 
bodies affiliated with the A. F. of L. withhold 
their support from said Mutual Musical Pro- 
tective Union until such time as it will con- 
form to the requirements of the solidarity of 
organized labor. 

Adopted. 


In the case of the 





Approved. 


: Musicians Mutual Pro- 
tective Association of Milwaukee against the 
Milwaukee Trades Council we recommend that 
the action of the said Council be endorsed and 
Musicians’ Union No. 1 now chartered by this 
body be recognized as the only bona fide local 
union of musicians of Milwaukee. 
Recommended that it be referred to: council. 
Adopted. 


In the case of Musicians’ 
tion of Buffalo against the Musical Progressive 
Union No. 7 of receiving a charter from the 

F. of L., we find that neither party to the 
case having appeared before the committee, and 
the evidence being exclusively documentary, 
requiring further investigation and corre- 
spondence, the whole matter should be _ re- 
ferred to the Executive Council for further 
action. 

Adopted. 


Resolution of P. H. Penna, in reference to 
case of American Shoemakers’ Union of Chi- 
cago, Ill., and Chicago Trades Assembly versus 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, is settled 
by previous legislation of this convention. 

The resolution of the United Garment Work- 
ers versus Phoenix Federal Labor Union of 
Chicago, the existence of which is charged to 
be detrimental to the interest of the A. F. of 
I... we recommend to be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council. 

Adopted. 


Your commitee finds that in the case of the 
brass workers and metal polishers an amicable 
adjustment can be reached by a reference of 
same to a conference of the two organizations, 
to be held in some city of mutual choice about 
the latter part of June or beginning of July, 
subject to the endorsement of the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., with the proviso 
that a representative of the Council attend 
the same in the capacity of an advisor. 

HENRY WEISMANN, 
M. M. GARLAND, 
DANIEL KEEFE, 
K. A. PERKINS. 
asked 


Grievance 


Protective Associa- 


The Secretary 
port of the 
printed. 


of the re- 
should be 


how much 


Committee 


By Delegate 
of the 


O'Sullivan: At the 
President and Secretary. 


discretion 


By Delegate Gompers: That it all be 
printed. Carried. 


Executive session discontinued. 
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By Delegate Higgins: That we re-affirm the 
following adopted at the Denver convention 
of the A. F. of L,: 


WHEREAS, Robert J. Beattie and Hugh 
Dempsey are still incarcerated in the Alle- 
ghany Penitentiary, in Pennsylvania, because 
of their connection with the Homestead strike 
and their devotion to the cause of organized 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, Witnesses who testified against 
the aforesaid have since confessed that they 
were bribed to do so, and perjured heme 
selves, and the same now can be proved; there- 
fore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and is hereby instructed to adopt such 
measures as will in their judgment procure the 
liberation of Messrs. Beattie and Dempsey. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L,.: 
Your Special Committee on Fede rationist 

respectfully recommend the pertaining matters 

to the incoming Executive Board. 
/, C. POMEROY 
J. BR: \UNSCHWE IGER, 
JOHN F. TOI 


Adopted. 
By Delegate Kelly: 
RESOLVED, That the American Federation 


of Labor give all assistance possible toward or- 
ganizing the electrical workers and that the 
President of the American Federation of La- 
bor instruct its organizers to make special ef- 
forts toward organizing the electrical workers. 


Adopted. 

By Delegate McGuire: 

WHEREAS, The experience of the labor 
movement in all periods of industrial depres- 
sion, particularly in the past few years, as 
well as in former crises, proves conclusively 
that those trade unions which have high dues 
and beneficial features have been best able to 
hold their membership together in the most 
adverse times, and 

WHEREAS, Such trade unions have at the 
same time been successful in withstanding re- 
ductions of wages and other inroads of em- 
ployers, and have maintained their trade rules 
most effectively, as well as to obtain substan- 
tial improvements, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we do most urgently 
recommend and shall ever insist on the na- 
tional and international unions and the local 
unions connected therewith to. incorporate in 
their respective constitutions and laws _ provi- 
sions to arrange for payment of _— sufficient 
monthly dues by the members to have treas- 
uries large enough to sustain members in all 


cases of trade disputes, such as strikes and 
lockouts, and to establish the following bene- 
fits, viz. 


‘. Sick benefits. 
2. Funeral benefits. 
3. Disability benefits. 


4. Out of work benefits for unemployed 
members. 

Adopted. 

Delegate Penna moved that we accept the 


Con- 
Car- 


Union 
sion. 


British Trade 
to be present at its next s 


invitation of the 
gress, 





ried. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 85 


Delegate Gompers nominated President Mc- 
Bride. Moved he be elected by acclamation. 
Carried. 

The motion was put to the 
adopted unanimously. 


house, and 


Delegate Ashe nominated Geo. E. McNeil. 
Delegate Tracey read declination from Mr. 
McNeil. 

Delegate Barter nominated Delegate Weis- 
mann. Declined. 

Delegate Weismann nominated John B. 
Lennon. Declined. 


Delegate Higgins nominated J. W. Sullivan. 

Delegate Lennon nominated Delegate Pome- 
roy. Declined. 

Delegate Pomeroy nominated 
ser. 

Nominations closed. 

Roll-call ordered, and 
Strasser and 726 for Sullivan. 

Moved by Gompers that J. W. Sullivan be 
elected as alternate by acclamation. Carried. 

Delegate Weismann moved that Mr. Strasser 
also visit the German 

Delegate Penna, that both do so. 


Adolph Stras- 


resulted in 952 for 


Trades Union Congress. 
Higgins, that it be referred to Ex- 
Council. Carried. 

McGuire, that the substance 
features 
ions be published in Federationist. 

Delegate Duffy: That we extend our 
thanks to the trade unions of New York, the 
reception committee and to the press for their 
courteous treatment. Carried. 

By Delegate McGuire: 

WHEREAS, John McBride, President of 
the American Federation of Labor, has loyally 
and honorably served the cause of Labor for 
many years. In every official position in 
which he has been placed, he has ever proved 
trustworthy, capable, honest and efficient, and 

WHEREAS, In his trade union career from 
boyhood in the coal mines, through all the 
many trusts of life since then, John McBride 
has displayed a breadth of statesmanship, a 
geniality of manner and a kindness of spirit 
which endears him to all of us, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That in the retirement of John 
McBride from the office of President of the 
American Federation of Labor, we officially 
part with one for whom we have the most pro- 
found esteem and regard, and shall ever hold 
him in most grateful affection for his devoted 
work in behalf of his fellow toilers. 

Adopted and ordered engrossed. 

President McBride thanked the delegates for 
the many him, ‘and compli- 
mented them on the able way in which they 
had transacted the affairs of the convention, 
and he wished the new board of officers entire 
success the coming year. 

After the singing of ‘“‘Auld Lang Syne,” the 
convention adjourned sine die. 


AUG. McCRAITH, Secretary. 


Delegate 
ecutive 
of his 
of trade un- 

Carried. 


Delegate 


resolution on beneficial 


courtesies shown 








